
AGENDA ITEM NO. 3.!ei! 
EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE HELD 
ON 12 JUNE 2013 

GLASGOW AND CLYDE VALLEY GREEN NETWORK STRATEGY - UPDATE ON PROPOSED 
SEVEN LOCHS WETLAND PARK LOCATED AT GARTCOSH, GLENBOIG AND DRUMPELLIER, 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

6. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 August 201 1, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12June 2013 by the Head of Planning and 
Development (1) providing an update in relation to the progress of the Glasgow and Clyde Valley 
Green Network Strategy, to create a proposed Seven Lochs Wetland Park in the Gartcosh, Glenboig 
and Drumpellier areas of Coatbridge and adjoining areas in the east of Glasgow; (2) outlining the 
background relative thereto; (3) intimating that following approval by this Committee in August 201 1, 
the Wetland Park Masterplan was subject to a consultation exercise from September 201 1 to 
February 2012, with a further boundary consultation from August to October 2012; (4) stating (a) that 
the Masterplan was now finalised and identified specific proposals to deliver objectives as detailed in 
the report, and (b) that the Masterplan detailed key components that would comprise the Wetland 
Park, a timetable for implementation and potential funding sources; (5) summarising therein the key 
elements of the Masterplan; (6) advising of the appointment of a Wetland Park Project Development 
Officer in September 201 0 and a Community Engagement Officer from January 2012, both financed 
by external funding sources; (7) detailing therein a number of positive actions which had been 
undertaken relating to the Wetland Park; (8) informing of a funding application for f254,OOO to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund for the development of an implementation strategy, with an additional funding 
bid for f4.27m for a five year delivery phase; (9) summarising therein the financial implications; (10) 
containing her observations and considerations thereon, and (1 1) recommending (a) that the progress 
in the Council’s continuing support for the proposed Seven Lochs Wetland Park through the 
development and implementation of the Seven Lochs Vision and Masterplan be noted; (b) that the 
Heritage Lottery Fund application for the development phase of the implementation strategy be 
supported, and (c) that the report be remitted to the Environmental Services Committee for 
information. 

Decided: 

(1) that the progress in the Council’s continued support for the proposed Seven Lochs Wetland 
Park through the development implementation of the Seven Lochs Vision and Masterplan be 
noted; 

(2) that the Heritage Lottery Fund application for the development phase of an implementation 
strategy be supported, and 

(3) that the report be remitted to the Environmental Services Committee for information. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

i o :  PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION Subject: Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green 

Proposed “Seven Lochs” Wetfand 
COMMITTEE Network Strategy: Update on 

REPORT 

Park located at Gartcosh, Gienboig 
and Drumpelfier, North Lanarkshire. 

From: HEAD OF PLANNtNG AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

Date: 12 JUNE 2013 IRef: DPT/MF 

1, Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise members regarding the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green 
Network strategy to create a “Seven Lochs’’ wetland park in the Gartcosh and Glenboig areas of 
North Lanarkshire and adjoining areas in the east of Glasgow. Additionally the report informs 
committee of a current application for Heritage Lottery funding to allow implementation of the 
wetland park strategy. 

2. Background 

2.1 In August 2006 the Planning and Environment Committee approved participation in the work of 
the Glasgow and Ctyde Valley Green Network Partnership, (GCVGNP), and support for the 
development of the Partnership’s programme of projects. 

2.2 In May 2008 a report updated Committee regarding a report proposing a green network strategy 
for the Gartcosh and Glenboig area and an adjoining area within the City of Glasgow. The 
Strategy objectives aimed at maximising social, economic and environmental benefits by various 
enhancements to the green network of paths and habitats within the area. 

2.3 The Scottish Government’s National Planning Framework 2 identifies a Central Scotland Green 
Network as a national development, aimed at significantly improving the environmental quality of 
the area between Glasgow and Edinburgh, to encourage investment, make the area a more 
attractive place to live, and promote healthier lifestyles and outdoor recreational activities. The 
Seven Lochs Wetland Park strategy aims to contribute to these objectives. 

2.4 Committee agreed in July 201 1, following preparation of a wetland park study and masterplan, to 
continue Council support for development of a green network strategy for the area, key elements 
of which included: 

Further study into the viability and boundaries of a wetland park which would conserve and 
significantly enhance the lochs, ponds and wetland areas located in the area. 
Identification of potential to create additional wetlands and other habitats and potential to 
enhance the wider landscape to reinforce the green corridors of the area. 
Raising awareness of natural, cultural and recreational opportunities within the area. 
Identification of key existing community and visitor locations and proposals for how these 
could be improved. 
Creation Oi additional visitor infrastructure where necessary. 
Identification of opportunities for volunteering, training, social enterprise and local business 
development. 
Development of community participation in proposals. 
Ensuring proposed new residential development in the Gartcosh:Glenboig Community Growth 
Area contributes to and benefits from the positive green network initiatives. 
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3. Wetland Park Strategy Implementation 

3.1 The wetiand Park masterplan was subject to pubtic consultation from September 201 1 to February 
2012 with a further boundary consultation from August to October 2012. The masterplan is now 
finalised and identifies specific proposals to deliver the objectives listed at 2.4 above. The 
masterplan details key components that would comprise the Wetland Park, a timetable for 
implementation and potential funding sources. Key elements include: 

a A core walking and cycling route which wouM act its the key linking route through the wetiand 
park area from Drumpellier Country Park, Coatbridge to Hogganfield Loch, Glasgow, in the 
west. 
A series of feeder paths linking existing local communities and proposed new residential areas 
to the main east-west route. 

0 Gateway" access points, eg Drumpellier Country Park, Stepps Station and Gartcosh village 
with supporting facilities and signage at tocations across the area. 

0 Habitat creation, enhancement, and management at key locations. 
0 Awareness raising and creation of an identity for the Wetland Park through marketing, 

branding and wetland park signage. 
0 Opportunities for volunteering, training, social enterprise and local business development. 

3.2 A wetland park project development officer was appointed in September 2010 and a community 
engagement officer has been in place since January 2012 both financed by external funding 
sources. A key role of the development officer has been to seek further external funding for the 
delivery phase of the strategy. 

3.3 The wetland park does not have a specific statutory designation. It will be different in purpose from 
a Country Park, since it is located across a wider area and has a mix of pubfic and private 
ownerships. The wetland Park masterplan acts as an area action plan across the specific area 
identified as the wetland Park. 

3.4 Many wetland park proposals are currently being delivered by partner organisations and some 
elements feg paths), already exist but may need upgrading. A fundamental objective of the 
wetiand park strategy is to co-ordinate these current activities, to add value, build community 
support and participation and provide access to a wider range of funding sources. Given the 
current economic climate implementation of the proposals are scheduled over three five-year 
phases. 

3.5 The wetland park proposal is considered complimentary to the development of the proposed 
Gartcosh:Glenboig Community Growth Area and is intended to improve and provide high quality 
living environments for both the proposed new residential areas and existing communities. 
Consultants have been appointed using external funding to assess potential for habitat protection 
and enhancement in the Community Growth Area. 

4. Key Outcomes 

4.1 A number of positive actions have been undertaken relating to the wetland park. 

Seed funding from both North Lanarkshire and Glasgow Councils is allowing the development 
of employment skills training. 
Creative Scotland have offered €26,300 for a Sound OutQSeven Lochs project which will 
work with local people to create, record and present new music inspired by the natural 
heritage of the area. 
European Union funding organisation, Sigma for Water provided f80,000 funding which 
enabled leverage of over €200,000 of partnership funding. 
Appointment of a community engagement officer and the implementation of a volunteering 
programme. 
Studies examining drainage and flooding issues in the area and indicating how new housing 
areas can incorporate green habitat networks. 
Project funding from the Central Scotland r-p3en Network 
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4.2 A funding application for f254,000 has recently been made to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the 
devefopment of an implementation strategy with an additional funding bid for f4.27m for a 5 year 
delivery phase. 

5. Financial implications 

5.1 Some of the objectives proposed in the wettand park strategy could be achievable through 
existing work-streams such as planned improvements to the access network, ongoing 
management at Drumpellier Country Park and current woodlands management programmes 
funded by Forestry Commission. Delivery of administrative elements such as input to the 
wetlands park steering group is currently delivered as part of the Council’s partnership support to 
the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership. 

5.2 Implementation of proposals within the wetland park strategy requires some additional resource 
input however the strategy business plan focuses on external funding sources for the first five 
year phase. 

5.3 There may be a requirement to provided funding to match some external funding sources 
however where this is deemed necessary, a further report will be submitted to Committee seeking 
approval for additional funding. 

6. Corporate Considerations 

6.1 The strategy is noted to be in accordance with many of the key themes of the Corporate Plan. 

7. Recommendation 

7.1 That Committee notes progress in the Council’s continuing support for the proposed Seven Lochs 
Wetland Park through the devefopment and implementation of the Seven Lochs Vision and 
masterptan. 

7.2 That Committee support the Heritage Lottery Fund application for the development phase of an 
implementation strategy. 

7.3 That this report be forwarded to the Environmental Services Committee for information purposes. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
Head of Planning and Development 

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Mark Forrest, 
Senior Planning Officer, Development Plans Team on 01 236 632624. 
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