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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES Subject: CEMETERIES SERVICE - BURIAL 
COMMITTEE SPACE NEEDS 

REPORT 

Date: 28 JANUARY 2014 Ref: KW/KF/MB 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report updates committee on progress with the provision of burial space and 
specific detail concerning the new Bothwellhaugh cemetery in Motherwell. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 North Lanarkshire Council is required under the terms of the Burial Grounds 
(Scotland) Act 1855 to provide facilities for the burial of the dead. 

2.2 Committee approved a report on burial space needs in January 2005, which set out 
an outline plan for the short to medium term. A further update report was considered 
in November 2007 and March 2010. Appendix 1 contains an updated schedule of 
new lair provision. 

2.3 The capital programme has funded the development of lair space in past years and it 
is planned that this mechanism be used for future years. 

3. PRESENT POSITION 

3.1 Appendix 1 shows that long term provision of new lair space is adequate in the north 
with space provided by Kilsyth and Eastfield cemeteries. Significant constraints exist 
within the ground conditions of the site adjacent to Bedlay cemetery. The initial 
ground assessment identified that approximately one third of the area was useable 
as burial space to full depth, a third was unusable and the remaining third useable 
only with remediation work. An assessment of alternative sites in and around 
Moodiesburn did not identify any other options. 

3.2 A new lair was being opened in Bedlay cemetery in May last year when the base of 
the excavation collapsed revealing a void in the underlying bedrock. This is 
understood to be as a result of unrecorded mine workings. Significant ground 
investigation has been undertaken since this event which has established serious 
concern about the viability of the remaining unused lairs. Further work is underway to 
finalise the position. The result is a reduction in the number of new lairs available and 
a worst case position means provision will cease in April this year. 
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3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

A planning application which proposes providing the land immediately adjacent to the 
eastern boundary of the cemetery for burial use was given agreement in principle on 
5 December 2013. Given the results of the ground investigation work carried out in 
2007108 to determine the suitability of this ground for burial use and the results of the 
ground investigation undertaken following the collapse it is unlikely that new lair 
provision will be achievable. 

Similarly, there is adequate long term provision in the centre with space provided by 
New Monklands and Coltswood cemeteries. Work to develop the last remaining area 
within St Joseph’s cemetery has recently been completed and a new area within New 
Monklands cemetery was completed last year and opened on 6 January. Work has 
been undertaken to assess the options available to extend New Monklands 
cemetery. 

There is adequate provision in the south since the development of the new 
Bothwellhaugh cemetery. There is adequate long term provision in the east due to 
the development of Benhar cemetery. 

It is anticipated that Airbles cemetery will cease to provide new lairs in Spring 2015 
and that Bothwellpark cemetery will cease to provide new lairs in Spring 2015. The 
opening of the new cemetery at Bothwellhaugh may increase these dates. 

The Islamic Education Trust Cumbernauld made a request during 2010 that burial 
space be created in Eastfield cemetery to serve the Muslim community in 
Cumbernauld. There is provision made within Cambusnethan cemetery, Wishaw for 
Muslim burial but given the distances involved between Cumbernauld and Wishaw it 
was considered appropriate to give the request serious consideration. An appropriate 
piece of ground will be developed within Eastfield cemetery to meet the request and 
provide approximately 200 lairs. Capital funding has been allocated during financial 
years 2013114 and 2014115 for this development and meetings have been held with 
the trust. 

Donald McLaren Ltd. are an independent funeral directing business based in 
Coatbridge. They recently celebrated their centenary which recognised the 
contribution made by the McLaren family. The company wish to erect a plaque set 
into a granite boulder within the extension area of New Monkland cemetery as a 
tribute to all the good work the family have delivered and, in particular Mr lan 
McLaren. In addition, they have asked that the name of this section of the cemetery 
be called the Donald McLaren Landward Extension but abbreviated to MCL. There is 
no cost to the council and the service have no objection to this proposal. It is 
proposed that other funeral directing businesses be informed of this arrangement. 

4 BOTHWELLHAUGH CEMETERY 

4.1 This innovative new cemetery was completed in early 2013, however a number of 
snagging issues have delayed any potential opening date. It is proposed that the 
facility be opened during Summer 2014 following a similar pattern to the opening of 
Coltswood cemetery in Coatbridge and after the conclusion of the Commonwealth 
Games. 
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4.2 The new cemetery features a layout, which makes the most of the park setting. The 
building to be used by the bereaved, visitors and staff allows views across the 
cemetery and beyond. It has been designed to be efficient and with green 
credentials: solar panels, rainwater harvesting and a “brown” roof as well as good 
insulation and security. The solar panels comprise water based and photovoltaic 
panels, the photovoltaic panels operate on a feed-in tariff system, which sells surplus 
electricity generated back to the grid. The water based panels heat water for use 
within the building. The “brown” roof is a roof with soil and living plant material, which 
will eventually replace the natural habitat lost to the building footprint. 

4.3 The building provides a waiting area and toilets for the public as well as small office 
space, changing rooms, staff canteen, showers and garaging for machinery and 
equipment. 

4.4 The cemetery layout builds on the experience of cemetery staff and allows for both 
efficient operation and the creation of spaces that allow a dignified experience for the 
bereaved and visitors. 

4.5 All excavated material is relocated on site to minimise off site disposal and an overall 
sustainable drainage system manages water flow throughout the cemetery. 

4.6 Car parking and flow of traffic is an integrated part of the design and accommodation 
has been made for coaches. Access to the car parking areas is managed out of 
hours by time switch controlled bollards. 

4.7 The water points are supplied by harvested rainwater and are distributed throughout 
the cemetery to minimise walking back and forth to the building. A number of seated 
areas are placed throughout the grounds and tree and shrub planting will add to the 
landscape. 

4.8 Given the setting of the cemetery within the country park it is anticipated that areas 
will become naturalised and provide benefit to wildlife both animal and plant. 

4.9 In order to commission the facility it is necessary to employ additional staff, namely 

Cemetery chargehand . Graved igger 

An existing gravedigger post will also be relocated. 

5 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 Funds have been secured from the capital programme for the period 2013/16 to 
develop the required burial space in Cambusnethan, Benhar and St Joseph’s 
cemeteries. 

5.2 Funds have been secured from the capital programme for the period 2013/16 for the 
development of Muslim burial space at Eastfield cemetery. 

6 RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 That committee note the progress made with the development of burial space and 
the new facility at Bothwellhaugh, the development of Muslim burial space at 
Eastfield cemetery. 

6.2 That committee note the potential closure of Bedlay cemetery for new lairs. 
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6.3 That committee approve the proposal made by Donald McLaren Ltd. 

6.4 That the additional posts required to operate Bothwellhaugh cemetery are referred to 

Head of Environment and Estates 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report please contact 
Kenneth Wilson, Head of Environment and Estates (01 236 61 6407). 
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Appendix 1 

A 
Cemetery 

B 
Current 

Operational 
Life (new lair 

provision) 
without 

I nvestmen t 
Spring 2015 

C 
Operational 

Life (new lair 
provision) with 

Investment 

E 
Maximum 

Operational Life 
(new lair 

provision) 

D 
Investment 
Required to 

Secure 
Timescales listed 

in Column C 
(f 000s) 

- Airbles Cemetery Bothwellhaug h 
cemetery 
developed 

March 2014 - 
Winter 2014 

Bedlay Cemetery 

Benhar Cemetery Summer 201 7 Spring 2033 Spring 2033** Funds allocated 

Bothwellhaugh 
cemetery 

Bothwellpark Cemetery Spring 2015 

Spring 2016 
deve I o ped 

Autumn 2020 Cambusnethan Cemetery I Autumn 2020 Funds allocated 

Coltswood Road Cemetery Summer 2029 Summer 2029** 

Summer 2034 Summer 2034** 
Estimated 2032 Funds allocated Estimated 2032 

section 
Spring 2045 Spring 2045 Kilsyth Cemetery 

New Monkland Cemetery* Summer 2022 Cemetery 
extension 
required** 

New lairs to be 
provided by New 

Mon kland 
Cemetery 

Summer 2014 St Joseph's Cemetery 

* adjusted to accommodate lair demand resulting from St Joseph's Cemetery 
** extension to existing cemetery may be possible 
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