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1. Purpose 

1 . I  To seek Committee approval of the Lanarkshire Joint Health Protection Plan 201 3-1 5.  

2. Background 

2.1 The Public Health etc. (Scotland) Act 2008 updates the law on public health enabling the Scottish 
Government, Health Boards and Local Authorities to better protect public health in Scotland. A key 
provision is the need for this Authority to work together with Lanarkshire Health Board and South 
Lanarkshire Council to produce a Joint Health Protection Plan. 

2.2 A Plan was previously agreed and approved by Committee. However, Scottish Office guidance is 
that each plan should cover a 2 year period and therefore it is now necessary to implement a plan 
for period 201 3- 15. 

3. Proposal 

3.1 Section 7 of the Act places a duty on each Health Board within Scotland to prepare a plan relating 
to the protection of public health in it's area and in particular to provide an overview of health 
protection priorities, provision and levels of preparedness. In doing so Health Boards are also 
required to consult with relevant local authorities which in this case are this authority and South 
Lanarkshire Council. 

3.2 Key benefits of the plan include that in practical terms it serves as a single point of reference of 
key documentation which is normally used by officials responsible for managing public health 
incidents. Documentation includes national, regional and local health protection plans and 
guidance which is used by officials to follow agreed procedures and systems to effectively manage 
and control major public health incidents. 

3.3 The plan also includes a formal agreement in regard to the provision of mutual aid to NHS 
Lanarkshire Health Board and/or neighbouring local authorities in the event of a public health 
emergency, subject to available resources and any necessary authorisation procedures. 

3.4 Following a review process by representatives of NHS Lanarkshire and each of the local 
authorities the Joint Health Protection Plan has been updated, as appropriate, and approval of the 
plan is now being sought from Committee. A copy of the plan is available in the Members library. 

3.5 Details of local health protection priorities are listed within the plan. These include the following 
key issues - 

Local Air Quality Management 
0 Tobacco, Alcohol and Solvent Control 

Improving the quality of housing and the built environment 
0 Contaminated Land 
0 Food Enforcement 
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0 Health & Safety Enforcement 

0 

Control of the use of sun beds 
Control of the sale of fireworks 

3.6 The plan includes details of the following sites of special significance for which an emergency 
COMAH plan has been agreed which North and South Lanarkshire Councils co-ordinate and 
manage. 

- lnverhouse Distillers Ltd., Roughrigg Road, Airdrie. 
- John Dewar & Sons Ltd., Poneil 

3.7 Details are also included regarding some of the more recent significant public health incidents and 
outbreaks in Lanarkshire. These include the following - 

Date 

May 
201 1 

SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC HEALTH 
INCIDENTS AND OUTBREAKS IN 
LANARKSHIRE OR AFFECTING 
LANARKSHIRE RESIDENTS 
BETWEEN 201 1/2013 

Legionella Outbreak (Greater 
Glasgow & Clyde and Lanarkshire) 

June 
2012 

KEY POINTS, LEARNING POINTS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS MADE TO PLANS AND 
SERVICES 

Norovirus outbreak affecting 
Strathclyde Loch open water 
swimmers 

Twelve cases of Legionnaires’ disease were 
notified to NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
(NHS GGC) and NHS Lanarkshire (NHS LN) 
health boards in June 2011. A multi-agency 
Outbreak Control Team (OCT), led by NHS 
GGC, investigated this outbreak. The risk 
assessment involved an epidemiological 
review of cases, potential exposures and the 
plausibility of a common community source. A 
number of control measures were 
implemented which included communication 
to frontline clinical staff to increase 
awareness, removal of an evaporative cooling 
system with evidence of aerosol emission 
from use, disinfection of systems where recent 
low biocide readings and/or high bacteria 
results were identified and proactive thermal 
and chemical flush of nursing home water 
system. 
No specific epidemiological link was found 
between all of the cases although most of 
them had been in Glasgow during their 
incubation period. Statistical modelling 
indicated the plausibility of a multi-cluster 
3utbreak. An OCT report identifying several 
earning points and recommendations was 
:ompleted as part of the investigation process. 
3n 23 June 2012 seventy-one people from 
across Scotland swam in Strathclyde Loch as 
)art of an open water swimming event. There 
lad been unusually heavy rainfall during the 
)receding 24 hours. 60 of the 71 swimmers 
subsequently became ill and norovirus was 
dentified from the stool sample of five people 
Nho were ill. South Calder Water flows into 
Strathclyde Loch and due to the high levels of 
,ainfall it had become contaminated with 
intreated sewage. SEPA developed a predictive 
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Date 

Feb. 
201 3 

SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC HEALTH 
INCIDENTS AND OUTBREAKS IN 
LANARKSHIRE OR AFFECTING 
LANARKSHIRE RESIDENTS 
BETWEEN 201 1/2013 

Management of a Tyre Fire Risk 

KEY POINTS, LEARNING POINTS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS MADE TO PLANS AND 
SERVICES 

model for water quality and this was 
incorporated into the revised water quality 
protocol which was based on the Bathing 
Waters (Scotland) Regulations 2008. Further 
details are provided in the NHS Lanarkshire 
Director of Public Health Annual Report 2012- 
13. 
The Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 
(SEPA) discovered about 200,000 
unauthorised tyres at a tyre recycling site in 
Lanarkshire, within 200 metres of Wishaw 
General Hospital. A fire on the site could 
have burnt for days with the toxic smoke 
threatening an evacuation of the hospital. A 
Contingency Planning Liaison Group (CPLG) 
and specialist sub-groups were set up to 
assess and manage the potential risks, 
arrange airborne hazard monitoring and 
provide sheltering and / or evacuation advice. 
It was identified that although the likelihood of 
an incident was low - medium, the impact of a 
tyre fire could be very high. SEPA with the 
support of the Scottish Government arranged 
for the bulk of the tyres to be safely disposed 
of. This incident demonstrated the strengths 
of multi-agency working and an excellent 
outcome was achieved. It highlighted various 
issues for the partners involved and these 
were followed up by the individual agencies. 

The risk was highlighted by an arson attack at 
a building on the site, shortly after the site was 
made safe. The resulting relatively small and 
short lived fire generated a smoke plume that 
reached the hospital and raised concerns 
amongst staff. 

3.8 Reference is made for the need to ensure that there are adequate corporate arrangements in 
regard to the maintenance of knowledge, skills and competencies for staff who have health 
protection duties. 

3.9 Finally the plan also highlights the intention to review and consider the public’s involvement in the 
planning and delivery of health protection services. 

4. Financial Implications 

4.1 There are no financial implications in the report. 
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5. Corporate Considerations 

5.1 The recommendations are consistent with policy and there are no personnel, legal or property 
implications in the report. 

6. Recommendations 

6.1 That Committee approves the Lanarkshire Joint Health Protection Plan 201 3-1 5.  

CRAWFORD MORGAN 
HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report please 
contact Gordon Cunning ham, Business Regulation Manager on 01 236 856459. 
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