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Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to update members on the launch of the Eco Stars Environmental 
Fleet Recognition Scheme for North Lanarkshire, as referred to in the Council’s Air Quality 
Action Plan. 

Background 

Local Authorities in Scotland have a duty to monitor and report on air quality in their area 
under a regime known as Local Air Quality Management. National objectives have been set for 
seven significant pollutants, along with dates for compliance with the objectives. North 
Lanarkshire Council has been monitoring air quality in line with its statutory requirements for a 
number of years and has submitted annual reports to the Scottish Government and the 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) as per our statutory responsibilities. The 
Council’s location makes it a prime area for commuters to Glasgow, Edinburgh and Stirling, 
and this, combined with the significant amount of private residential housing that has been 
built in recent years, has resulted in significant air quality challenges for North Lanarkshire 
primarily due to road traffic emissions. 

As a result of this extensive air quality monitoring and investigation over several years, 
pollution levels exceeding that contained within the legislative guidelines have been identified 
within five separate geographical areas. As a result of these exceedances, North Lanarkshire 
Council has declared five Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs). The five AQMAs in North 
Lanarkshire are located at 

0 Motherwell Town Centre; 
0 WhiffIeVShawhead (Coatbridge); 
0 Chapelhall, near Airdrie; 
0 Moodiesburn 
0 Croy 

With the exception of Croy (whose main problems relate to the activities of the adjacent 
quarry) all of the AQMAs have been declared due to pollution from vehicles and the Council 
has a duty to undertake measures which will address the problems of air quality within these 
AQMAs. Specific details of the measures that are to be taken are contained within the 
Council’s Air Quality Action Plan. 

It is important to recognise however the important strategic position that North Lanarkshire has 
for businesses due to the main road networks that run through the Council area. Accordingly it 
is important that the Council seeks to deliver a number of objectives within its Action Plan 
which not only work towards improving air quality but also have advantages for businesses 
within the area. The Eco Stars initiative is one such objective. 
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Proposals/ Considerations 

The launch of the Eco Stars Environmental Fleet Management Scheme in North Lanarkshire 
aims to provide recognition and guidance on environmental best practice to operators of 
goods vehicles, buses and coaches that are either based in North Lanarkshire, or who operate 
regularly in the Council area. The scheme is voluntary and free to join, and aims to improve 
local air quality and reduce other environmental impacts as well as improving the operational 
efficiency of ve h icles. 

The scheme will be run on behalf of the Council by an external company, Transport and Travel 
Research Ltd (TTR) who are a specialist transport consultancy who run the Eco Stars Scheme 
in all eleven local authorities across the UK who have signed up to the scheme. The Council 
will assist TTR in publicising the scheme and in recruiting members to the scheme. As a fleet 
operator the Council itself will become a member of the Eco Stars scheme and thus benefit 
from improved operational efficiency. 

Companies or organisations who wish to join Eco Stars can download an application form from 
the Council’s website and complete the requested details or they can contact TTR or the 
Council directly and arrange a visit from TTR to complete the required form. On joining the Eco 
Stars scheme the company’s vehicles and overall fleet will be rated by industry experts from 
TTR to assess their current performance - both operational and environmental - and achieve 
an Eco Stars rating between 1 and 5. At this time bespoke guidance shall be provided to the 
Company to help improve the efficiency of the fleet and improve their Eco Star rating. 

The Eco Stars North Lanarkshire Scheme was formally launched on 20th November 2013 at 
Strathclyde Park. 

The scheme has already attracted 10 members with a further 2 companies completing the 
assessment process. It should also be noted that the Council’s own fleet was one of the first 
10 members and has already achieved a four star rating. 

Corporate Considerations 

The Eco Stars Scheme fulfils one of the action plan measures contained within the Council’s 
Air Quality Action Plan and aims to improve air quality in North Lanarkshire as a whole, as well 
as in the Council’s five Air Quality Management Areas. In addition to this there are parallel 
benefits to be realised through the anticipated reduction in carbon emissions from the 
Council’s own vehicle fleet as it joins the scheme. 

F i n a n cial Considerations 

The Eco Stars Scheme has been funded through the Scottish Government grant for Air Quality 
Action Plan measures. This funding relates to the first year of the scheme (2013/2014) and 
covers the cost of engaging the external company TTR Ltd to operate the scheme on behalf of 
the Council (a total of f33,500). An application will be made in 2014/2015 to enable the 
scheme to continue and develop and assurances have been given from the Scottish 
Government that the Air Quality Action plan grant will continue to be available in 2014/2015. In 
the years beyond 2014/2015 it is anticipated that the scheme will be well established in North 
Lanarkshire and would therefore not require the same level of funding as for the first two 
years. Any necessary funding at this stage, however, would again be the subject of a funding 
bid to the Scottish Government however talks are now well underway at a Scottish 
Government level to provide a more certain national funding structure. 

As a member of the Eco Stars Scheme the Council would anticipate improvements in its 
operational efficiency and therefore benefit financially from the scheme. 
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6. Recommendation 

6.1 That members note the content of this report and agree that the Council should continue to support 
and develop the scheme. 

CRAWFORD MORGAN 
HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Andrew 
McPherson, Environmental Health Manager, on 01 236 638575. 
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