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1. Purpose

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek homologation of the response to the Scottish
Government's latest consultation on the proposed Community Empowerment Bill.

2. Background

2.1 The Council previously made representations to the Scottish Government's exploratory
consultation on Community Empowerment and Renewal in autumn 2012 (this was reported
to the 30th October meeting of the Environmental Services Committee).

2.2 In November 2013, a further consultation exercise was announced by Scottish Ministers to
take forward proposals that were supported in the initial, exploratory consultation and to
present additional proposals that had emerged from further discussion with stakeholders.

3. Proposal

3.1 The proposed Bill aims to deliver high quality and improving public services and support
strong local democracy and local decision−making. It proposes:

• a new way for communities to take on public sector land and buildings
• opportunities for communities to be more involved in shaping and delivering better

outcomes locally
• greater transparency in the management and disposal of the Common Good
• improved powers for local authorities to recover costs of dealing with dangerous and

defective buildings
• measures to streamline and extend the rural community right to buy
• new duties to strengthen Community Planning so that public sector agencies work as one

to deliver better outcomes for communities
• updated and simplified legislation on allotments
• new powers for local authorities to create local business rate relief schemes.

3.2 The consultation poses 73 specific questions on the components of the proposed Bill and the
Council's response to this can be viewed at Community EmDowerment Bill. A hard copy is in
the Members' library. Given the timescales for response with submissions required by 24th
January, the appendix has been sent to the Scottish Government with the proviso that it will be
considered by this Committee on 22 April 2014 and thereafter, the Scottish Government will
be advised of the outcome.
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4. Financial Implications

4.1 Due to the wide ranging issues covered by the consultation, many of the proposals if
implemented could have financial implications for a number of services across the Council.
Proposals to strengthen participation are likely to have implications in terms of increased
resources required to implement the new legislation whereas the proposals for communities
to acquire assets may lead to reduced capital income to the Council. However, this might be
offset by future savings in maintenance and in the case of dangerous and defective
buildings, the proposals should help recover costs for work carried out to such buildings.

5. Corporate Considerations

5.1 Given the varied subject matter of the consultation, contributions have been made from a
number of Council Services.

6. Recommendation

6.1 It is recommended that committee homologates the Service response as the Council's formal
response to the Scottish Government on the consultation.
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SHIRLEY LINTON
Head of Planning & Regeneration

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information about this report, please contact
Shirley Linton on 01236 632650.
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