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1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to update Committee on useful information in relation to a 
number of services which may be of interest to members. 

2. Reports and Information Received 

2.1 Development of Assistive Living Technology 

- This report provides an update on the development of Assistive Living 
Technology services within the Council area; and advises of an invitation to 
participate in a European research project. 

The first generation of assistive technology was developed in the 1980's and 
took the shape of community alarm services. The Council currently has over 
11,000 residents, mainly older people, with community alarms connected to a 
call centre at Merrystone Care Base. 

- A range of second generation technology (assistive living technology) has 
been developed over the last few years, including equipment that detects 
falls, movement, smoke and flood detectors etc. There are over 200 people 
receiving this service within North Lanarkshire at the present time, and this 
type of provision is likely to be a key future growth area in supporting people 
to continue to live safely in their own homes in the community. 

The Council has also established strong links with the Dementia Services 
Development Centre based at Stirling University. The legal and ethical 
framework that has been developed is regularly held up by the Dementia 
Centre as a model of good practice to other authorities. 

- Due to these close links with Stirling University, officers from the Council have 
been involved in a range of developmental projects in recent years. One of 
these is the MATCH project, which consist of four universities (Dundee, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Stirling). This group is looking at the development of 
third generation technology i.e. technological devices that can communicate 
with other pieces of equipment, adjusting environments or assisting in 
decision making for some of the most vulnerable people living within our 
corn m u n it ies. 
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As part of this exploratory work with MATCH, a link has been established with 
a European project, Mobile Living Village, that is seeking applications for a 
pilot project focussing on using technology to link people more effectively with 
their own community. 

2.2 Care and Repair Monitoring Report 

This report provides information on the progress made by Care and Repair in 
North Lanarkshire which assists frail older people with physical disabilities 
and others with community care needs who are owner occupiers or live in the 
private rented sector. 

2.3 Asbestos Management Plan 

In May 2006 Committee approved the Asbestos Management Plan relating to 
the Council's housing stock, the plan and action priorities being subject to 
annual review. 

- The update outlines that the undertaking to survey all common areas required 
under the Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations (CAWR) has now been 
completed. As part of the development work, a further 100 areas were 
identified which were required to be included within this survey regime. 

- Additional costs were identified with regard to the re-inspection regime now in 
place for which an annual growth bid of E 14,300 to the existing budget of 
f410,OOO from financial year 2007108 has been approved. 

3. Background Information 

3.1 Copies of the full reports have been placed in the members library. 

I' 

Mary Castles 
Executive Director 
Housing and Social Work Services 

1 

For further information on this report please contact Mary Castles on telephone 01698 302350. 
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