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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK 
SERVICES COMMITTEE 

REPORT 

Subject: PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OF AN AREA 
WITHIN MOTHERWELL REGARDING HOUSING 
ALLOCAT I0 N 

Date: 24 OCTOBER 2007 

From: HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES 

Ref: MP/DD 

1. Purpose of Report / Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of a petition received from residents in 
Newarthill regarding anti-social behaviour and the letting of houses in the area to single 
people. The residents wish these particular houses to be let only to applicants who are 
pensioners. The residents also wish the activities of a local shop to be monitored to eliminate 
the potential for the illegal supply of alcohol to minors. 

2. Background 

2.1. 

2.2. 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

This particular area of Newarthill has been the subject of anti-social behaviour 
perpetrated by groups of youths who congregate in and around the area. Staff from 
Motherwell First Stop Shop, the Anti-Social Task Force and the Police have worked 
closely together to identify individuals and to take action whenever possible. 

The petitioners have also complained about the letting of nearby small terraced 
houses. These small one bedroom terraced houses originally were predominantly 
occupied by older people but demand from this client group has dropped and in line 
with the Council’s lettings policy the houses have been let to a mix of applicants 
including younger single people taking account of a balanced community. 

There are 12 houses at this location with only one property void at the moment. 
Only three of the houses have been occupied for less than one year. 

The petitioners have complained about these houses being let to young single 
homeless people, although this in no way dictates that the new tenant will be anti- 
social or display challenging behaviour towards others. Whenever reports are 
received in this or any other area of anti-social behaviour appropriate action is taken 
swiftly to deal with the problem and the perpetrators. At the moment there is no action 
proposed or planned against any tenant of the houses mentioned in the petition. 

There is a licensed convenience store in this area which the petitioners suspect of 
selling alcohol to children under the age of eighteen. This matter will be discussed 
with the Police to ensure the shopkeeper is advised of the concerns and any 
necessary action is taken 
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3. 

4. 

Proposals I Considerations 

3.1. An explanation of the Council’s lettings policy in relation to the houses highlighted will 
be forwarded to the petitioners along with information relating to the action that can 
be taken in relation to anti-social behaviour in the area, and alleged activities of the 
local shopkeeper. 

3.2. The Estate Management Team will work with elected members and partners to tackle 
any future problems which may arise. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that Committee note the content of the report in relation to the petition 
and the action taken to date. 

n 
Monica 4. v- Patterson 

Head of Housing Services 

For further information on this report please contact David Dymock by telephoning 01698 332239. 


