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1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for funding to assist in the provision of a 
major adaptation to a house owned by Mr & Mrs A. 

2. Background 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

Mr & Mrs A. and their family are owner-occupiers of a mid-terrace house. Their 
four year old daughter has a physical disability that results in her being unable to 
weight bear and has to be carried upstairs by her parents. She also has a 
tracheotomy, is tube fed and needs to be on a ventilator 24 hours a day. 

Miss A was assessed by an Occupational Therapist and was given a priority 
score of 26 points. The Occupational Therapist has recommended that a rear 
extension to provide bedroom and bathroom facilities on the ground floor would 
eliminate the need for this little girl to be carried up and down stairs, which will 
become even more difficult as she gets older. It would therefore also meet her 
longer-term needs. The bathroom requires to be large enough to accommodate 
an adjustable height bath, changing facility and space for a hoist which can be 
accommodated in the extension. 

Other options have been considered. A through-floor lift is not feasible due to 
space restrictions. A mobile stair climber would require disconnection from her 
ventilator. The existing bathroom is not large enough to accommodate specialist 
equipment. Moving home is not an option due to the valuable support network 
in the immediate neighbourhood. 

Mr & Mrs A’s architect has prepared proposals which provide for an extension 
comprising a bedroom and bathroom. Competitive tenders have been obtained 
and the total cost, including professional fees and VAT is estimated at f49,070. 
These costs are slightly higher in relation to average costs because of difficulties 
in accessing rear of property due to its mid-terrace situation and much of the 
materials and equipment will have to be taken through by hand. It is considered 
that the lowest tender is competitive in relation to current tendering climate. 

A 100% Improvement Grant of f20,000 has been approved but Mr & Mrs A have 
intimated that they would be unable to fund the balance of f29,070. In such 
circumstances the provision of additional “top-up” funds in terms of Section 12 
(1) of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 may be considered. 
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2.5 In the Policy Review at the time of introduction of the new Improvement/ 
/Repairs Grant system in October 2003, Committee agreed that in future, top- 
ups would be provided only on the costs of a Disabled Adaptation in excess of 
f20,000, and at the same percentage as the Improvement Grant. In this case 
therefore, if a top-up is to be provided, it would be based on 100% of the 
difference between the estimated total cost (f49,070) and f20,000, viz. it would 
be f29,070. There would be no funding requirement from the applicant. 

2.6 Where the amount of a proposed top-up grant exceeds f 10,000 there is an 
arrangement, approved at Social Work Committee in August 1998, whereby the 
Executive Director of Corporate Services will secure a Standard Security. This 
is registered in the title deeds of the property and specifies that repayment of the 
top-up grant shall be required, on a sliding scale, if the property is sold or 
disposed of within 10 years, excepting disposal to the person with a disability for 
whom the adaptation is made, or disposal by the Executor of the deceased 
owner acting in that capacity. If the proposed top-up exceeds f20,000, the 
arrangements also require consent of Committee. 

3. Considerations 

3.1 The proposed adaptation has been agreed by Social Work as the minimum 
required to meet Miss A's long-term needs. It is therefore proposed that in 
addition to the Improvement Grant of f20,000, a top-up grant of f29,070 be 
provided, subject to the granting of a Standard Security in favour of the Council. 
The actual amount of the top-up would depend on the final total costs of the 
project. 

4. Financial Implications 

4.1 Funding is currently allocated via Private Sector Housing Grant for adaptations 
of this nature. 

5. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

(i) subject to resources being available, Committee authorise officers to proceed to 
provide a top-up grant of f29,070, secured by a Standard Security, to Mr & Mrs 
A; the actual amount of the top-up varying in accordance with the final total costs 
of the project. 

Monica Patterson 
Head of Housing Services 
25 January 2008 

For further information on this report please contact Liz Gladstone on telephone 01 236 
81 2604 
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