
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK 
SERVICES COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES 

Date: 7 MAY 2008 Ref: MP/PH/AM 

REPORT 

Subject: Forgewood Regeneration: Proposed 
Compulsory Purchase Order, 3 Marmion 
Crescent, Forgewood 

1, Purpose of Report / Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to request committee approval proceed with arrangements to 
apply to the Scottish Ministers for a Compulsory Purchase Order to enable the progression 
of the regeneration project In Forgewood, that was approved by Housing and Technical 
Services Committee in May 2006. 

2. Background 

2.1. 

2.2. 

2.3. 

2.4. 

2.5. 

As indicated above, approval for the demolition of flatted properties to enable the 
regeneration of this part of Motherwell was determined in May 2006. Since approval 
was granted, local housing staff have progressed the relocation of most of the 
tenants from the designated properties and are continuing to do so. Negotiation with 
seven owners within the designated area has been undertaken by the council’s 
Property Services. This has largely been successful, however one owner has not 
responded to written and verbal correspondence. 

Property Services has submitted a written offer to purchase the property at 3 
Marmion Crescent from the current owner on two occasions, but as yet no response 
to this offer has been received. Housing and Social Work Services and Property 
Services staff have attempted to contact the owner by telephone but have been 
unsuccessful in making contact with the owner, who has also not responded to 
messages left for him to return calls. 

It is necessary for the Council to purchase this property, which has been left in an 
abandoned condition, and its associated common parts to allow demolition to take 
place. If demolition does not proceed, this will prohibit the sale of the surrounding 
ground and the proposed developments required to achieve the regeneration aims of 
the council and its partners. 

An agreement has been reached with the owner’s solicitor to present documentation 
that will allow the solicitor to act as Power of Attorney on behalf of the owner in 
matters relating to the voluntary sale of this property to the council at a value 
determined by the District Valuer. This is anticipated to be the most likely approach 
to gaining the consent for a voluntary sale; however, this still requires the owner of 
the property to respond to an approach for his agreement to sign the necessary 
documentation. 

While efforts will continue to seek a voluntary agreement it is felt that another 
approach must be considered in the event that this continues to be unsuccessful. 
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3. Proposals / Considerations 

3.1. It is proposed that in conjunction with Legal Services and Property Services, that a 
Compulsory Purchase Order be submitted to Scottish Ministers for consideration on 
the grounds that voluntary agreement has been unsuccessful and that the purchase 
of this property is critical to the progression of the regeneration activities in this area 
that have been supported by the Housing Estate Regeneration Fund (HERF). 

4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy Implications 

4.1, There are no financial implications arising from this report as acquisition costs for the 
purchase of this property will be met by the HRA Capital Programme. 

5. Recommendation 

It is recommended that Committee approve the progression of a Compulsory Purchase 
Order for the property and the associated common parts at 3 Marmion Crescent, 
Forgewood, Motherwell to enable regeneration activities to reach a satisfactory conclusion. 

Monica Patterson 
Head of Housing Services 
4 March 2005 

For further information on this report please contact Alex. Miller, Partnership Manager on telephone 
01698274190 
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Appendix 1 

TITLE PLAN 

Title Ntrnbei: LAHIGO695 

This Title Plan relates to 3 Marmion Crescent, Forgewood, Motherwell and the associated 
external paths, internal entrance hall, stairs and landings, common drying green and 
common garden ground 


