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1 Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval to allow an approach to be 
made to Scottish Ministers’ for approval to exceed the maximum approved expense 
of f20,000.00 to enable provision of grant for the owner for 8 Whamond Tower and 
to seek authorisation to promote a compulsory purchase order for the acquisition of 
the flat at 3 Airbles Tower, 

2 Background 

2.1 Committee will recall my previous report of 1” February 2007 where approval 
was given in principal for “Home Swaps” for both 3 Airbles Tower and 8 
Whamond Tower to enable overcladding and associated works to progress at 
these towers. 

2.2 Since receiving approval, every effort has been made to progress matters with 
no successful outcome having been achieved. 

3 Considerations 

3.1 With regards to 8 Whamond Tower the owner occupier has indicated they do 
not wish to take up the Council’s offer of a “Home Swap”. The have however, 
subject to the level of grant assistance, expressed an interest in participating in 
the refurbishment works. The owner occupier has been assessed as qualifying 
for an estimated 85% grant on the refurbishment works, costing f 33,000.00 per 
flat 

Committee will be aware that the Council only has authority to award grant up 
to a maximum of f20,000.00 and it is therefore proposed to seek approval from 
the Scottish Government to exceed the maximum approved expense of 
f 20,000.00 

3.2 With regards to 3 Airbles Tower the owner, who is a private landlord, has been 
offered the following 5 options. 



0 “Buy back” of the flat based on the price paid in 1990 with inflation 
added. 

0 “Home Swap” to a nearby low rise flat with the owner paying the 
difference in market value between his own tower flat and that of the 
nearby low rise flat. Or alternatively the Council retaining the 
appropriate level of equity in the flat purchased. 

0 “Home Swap” to another nearby tower flat where the refurbishment 
works has already been carried out. 

Participation in the refurbishment work with 50% grant assistance 
provided; and 

0 Council “Buy Back” of the tower flat based on current market value as 
valued by the District Valuer. 

In addition to the above the Council wrote to the owner on 27 March 2008 
offering him the opportunity to arrange for his own valuation to be made using 
a suitable qualified professional, and the Council undertook to consider this 
valuation. The owner has responded positively to this request and it is hoped 
that negotiations can be re-opened to purchase the property voluntarily. 
However, should this be unsuccessful it is proposed that, in conjunction with 
Legal Services, a Compulsory Purchase Order for the acquisition of the flat at 3 
Airbles Tower, Motherwell is promoted and then approval is sought from 
Scottish Ministers to the confirmation of that Order and the flat is acquired. 
This will enable the works to be carried out to the exterior of Airbles Tower. 

4 Financial/ Personnel/ Legal/ Policy Implications 

4.1 The grant for the owner in Whamond Tower will be funded from within the Non 
HRA Housing Investment Programme and funding for acquisition of the 
property at 3 Airbles Tower would be met from within the HRA Capital 
Program me 

4.2 The Head of Legal Services has been consulted in the preparation of this 
report 



5 Recommendation 

It is recommended that the committee 

i) approve the proposal to seek Scottish Ministers’ approval to increase the 
maximum expense limit to cover the total cost of works at Whamond Tower 

ii) approve the proposal to progress a Compulsory Purchase Order for the flat at 
3 Airbles Tower if required. 

Monica Patterson 
HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES 
28 April 2008 

For further information on this report please contact Bert Morens on telephone 
(01 698) 2741 62 


