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1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee that the draft guidance for the 
Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 Act has now been received and to seek approval for 
the preparation of a response by the end of the consultation period. 

2. Background 

2.1 As previous reports to committee have outlined, the Housing (Scotland) Act 
2006 introduced a number of significant changes to how the repair and 
improvement of private sector housing stock was to be dealt with in future. Its 
main aim was to reinforce the fact that the principle responsibility for repairing 
and maintaining private property rests with the owner of the property, and that 
any public sector assistance should be more targeted with less reliance on the 
provision of grant assistance. 

2.1 Although the legislation outlined the new duties and responsibilities on local 
authorities and owners, it cannot be fully enacted until the detailed guidance 
has been developed to establish how the legislation is to be implemented. This 
guidance has been in development for some time, although council officers 
have been involved in working groups which have been helping to inform the 
new guidance. 

3. Proposals/ Considerations 

3.1 Draft guidance has now been received on new responsibilities under the 
Housing (Scotland) Act 2006. The guidance includes the scheme of 
assistance, housing renewal areas, maintenance powers, work and demolition 
notices and the tolerable standard. A copy of the guidance has been placed in 
the Members' library and can also be found on line at: 
http://www.scotland.gov. uk/Consultations/Current. 

3.2 The document is fairly substantial and a corporate response in consultation 
with Legal and Environmental Services will require to be prepared. It is 
proposed that the response should be prepared and, following consultation 
with the Convener of Housing & Social Work Services, submitted to the 
Scottish Government to meet the 1 st July deadline. 

4. FinanciaVLegal Implications 

4.1 There are no implications at this stage although the Head of Legal Services will 
be consulted in the preparation of the response. 
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5. Recommend a ti o ns 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

(i) Agree that a corporate response to the guidance be prepared in consultation 
with the Convenor and be submitted to the Scottish Executive to meet the 1" 
July deadline, and reported to the next Committee for information 

Monica Patterson 
Head of Housing Services 
15 April 2008 
For further information on this report please contact Liz Gladstone on telephone 01698 
2741 63 
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