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1. Purpose of Report I Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval for the proposed 
use of a proportion of funding allocated for 2008-2009 on external services to 
help implement the current Homelessness Strategy. 

2. Background 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

Following a period of consultation, The Housing and Technical 
Services Committee approved the finalised Homelessness Strategy 
2006-2009 in January 2007. 

Since the legal requirement to develop and implement homelessness 
strategies was introduced in 2001 , grant funding has been allocated to 
local authorities to support implementation. Until this financial year the 
funding was ring-fenced. 

In November 2007, the Scottish Government and COSLA agreed 
within a Concordat that the ring fence around the Tackling and 
Preventing Homelessness Grant was to be removed from 1 April 2008, 
with the grant funding being absorbed into the main local government 
settlement. The grant funding element absorbed into the main 
settlement for 2008/2009 was €852,000, 

3. Proposals I Considerations 

3.1 It is proposed that the budget should continue to be utilised on 
priorities already agreed within the Homelessness Strategy 2006-2009 
and to meet existing contractual commitments. 

3.2 The Council is obliged under Section 2 of the Advice and Information 
Regulations to ensure that good quality independent housing advice 
and information services are available free of charge within their area. 
In order to achieve this we have since 2003 provided funding to the 
Citizens Advice Bureaux in North Lanarkshire to fund a full time 
housing advisor post and a part time admin post, with very successful 
results. The cost of this service in 2008/09 is €52,540. A further 



contribution of funding is made towards the costs of an outreach 
education post, designed to ensure that young people in our schools 
receive citizenship awareness. The contribution sought in 2008/09 is 
f 20,000. 

3.3 The Council and NHS Lanarkshire jointly fund independent advocacy 
services to ensure that vulnerable people can access good quality 
advocacy across a range of issues, including housing. The funding of 
f36,930 provided in 2008/2009 will cover the costs of an advocacy 
worker and part time admin post. 

3.4 Following a request from Lanarkshire NHS in 2004 the Council has 
also contributed funding towards the costs of three specific posts in 
their Health and Homelessness Team. The contribution sought in 
2008/09 is f 50,000. 

3.5 Although all of the aforementioned arrangements are currently covered 
by Service Level Agreements, which include monitoring and evaluation 
frameworks, it is proposed that services are continued during 2008109 
using the Arms Length External Organisation (ALEO) procedures and 
that each service is the subject of a ‘sustainability review’ prior to April 
2009. 

4. Financial I Personnel / Legal I Policy Implications 

4.1 Funding to continue these services can be met from within the non 
HRA budget allocation for 2008/2009. Any financial, personnel, legal or 
policy implications for the Council arising from this report are 
considered within the ALEO Procedures. 

5. Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

(i) 

(ii) 

Approve the proposals as set out in section 3 and in Appendix 1 to 
fund external services in accordance with agreed Council procedures. 
Note that a sustainability review will be undertaken for each of these 
services and reported to a future committee. 

M o n i ca Patters o n 
Head of Housing Services 
20 March 2008 

For further information on this report please contact Julie Hunter on telephone 
01236812741 



HOMELESSNESS BUDGET PROPOSALS Appendix 1 

Expenditure Item 

Independent Advice Services 

Independent Advocacy Services 

Education Outreach Project 

Contribution to Health and Homelessness Team 

2008l09 
PO00 

52,540 

36,930 

20,000 

50,000 

Total 159,470 


