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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the Airdrie 
Town Centre Action Plan projects and initiatives. The report also provides an update on progress 
made on developing a new Town Centre Framework and Action Plan for Airdrie town centre. 

Airdrie Town Centre Framework and Action Plan 

The next stage of consultation on a new Town Centre Framework and Action Plan for Airdrie 
town centre is underway. Feedback from the first stage workshop, public-drop in sessions and 
survey work with residents, businesses and young people in the town has informed the 
identification of the key issues and opportunities for Airdrie town centre. A draft main aim, 
outcomes and actions for the Airdrie town centre framework have also been prepared. This will 
form the basis of a second round of consultation workshops and events. A second stage 
consultation workshop with council officers, community planning partners and Local Councillors 
took place on 3rd October 2013 and this will be followed by a discussion session with the Airdrie 
and Villages Community Forum, public drop-in events and meetings with the local traders group. 
Feedback from the second stage consultation events will inform the preparation of a draft 
Framework and Action Plan for Airdrie town centre, which will be circulated for comment in 
November 2013. A formal public consultation process will follow early in 2014. Updates and 
summary documents on consultation work undertaken to date can be found on the Airdrie town 
centre page of the North Lanarkshire Council website (www.northlanarkshire.qov.uk/airdrie). 

Project Updates 
Road and Parkinq Improvements 

The Council is currently undertaking a car parking survey in all of its town centre car parks. 
The survey will provide an overview of use and capacity of each of the car parks and will guide 
any investment in car parking during the next 5 years. The outcome of the survey will be 
reported back in due course 

Heritaqe Lottery Fund - Townscape Heritaae Bid 

Planning and Regeneration Services submitted a first stage bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for 
an Airdrie Townscape Heritage project at the end of August 2013. The TH is a grant giving 
programme through which the HLF supports regeneration schemes for the historic environment in 
towns and cities across the United Kingdom. Together with other organisations, the HLF 
contribute to a common fund which is managed by a partnership to allocate funds towards 
conservation work on individual projects. By doing so, the TH seeks to deliver positive outcomes 
for the historic environment and communities within the target area. The bid submitted focuses on 
the commercial core of the Victoria and Town Centre Conservation Area, and particularly on 
addressing vacant buildings, improving historic building maintenance, townscape, shopfronts and 
public realm. Community engagement projects are also included within the bid, including the 
development of a Heritage Trail, interpretation and 
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3.3 intergenerational projects and supporting further community action, for example in Centenary and 
West End parks. The TH bid has a two stage bidding process. Feedback is due on the first phase 
bid by the end of January 2014. Should the first phase bid be successful the Council then has up 
to 12 months to work up a second phase detailed bid. If the stage 2 bid is successful, works 
would then commence in 2014/15 or 2015/16 as appropriate and be delivered over a five year 
timescale. 

Sir John Wilson Town Hall 

3.4 Tenders have been returned for architectural lighting works at Sir John Wilson Town Hall. It is 
anticipated that works will commence on site in January 2014 and be completed by early 
February 2014. Funding for these works is being provided by the Local Development 
Programme. As yet no funding has been secured for public realm improvement works to the front 
of the town hall. Planning and Regeneration Services will continue to bid for funds from 
appropriate sources as opportunities arise. 

Stirlina Street and Graham Street carriaaewav resurfacinq 

3.5 Resurfacing works are programmed for two areas of the road network in Airdrie town centre. The 
existing carriageway surface on Stirling Street between Airdrie Cross and Wellwynd will be 
planed off and works undertaken to lay a new HRA surface course and replace all road markings. 
Temporary road closures are programmed for Sunday 27‘h October and Sunday 3rd November to 
accommodate the works. Works to plane off the existing carriageway surface, lay a new HRA 
surface course and replace all road markings will also take place on Graham Street between the 
roundabout at Gartlea Road/Baillies Lane to Forsyth Street. A temporary road closure is 
programmed for Sunday 1 Oth November and traffic management will be in place on Monday 1 lth 
and Tuesday 12‘h November. 

Former Orr’s buildinq 

3.6 The former Orr’s building remains within the ownership of Clyde Valley Housing Association. The 
necessary conditions for taking forward the proposed redevelopment of this building are not 
currently in place. The Council will continue to work with and assist CVHA as appropriate and a 
contribution towards the Orr’s redevelopment project has been included within the Airdrie 
Townscape Heritage first stage bid. A decision on the first stage TH bid is expected in January 
201 4. 

4. National Review of Town Centres 

4.1 Further to the publication of the recommendations from the External Advisory Group to the 
Scottish Government on a national review of town centres, as reported to the previous meeting, 
the Scottish Government is considering the report with a view to producing an action plan for 
Scotland’s town centres this autumn. The action plan will set out the Government’s response in 
the first instance and go on to invite local authorities, communities and other key sectors to 
contribute to its development. The report entitled “Community and Enterprise in Scotland’s Town 
Centres’’ is available to view on-line at htt~://www.scotland.aov.uWPublications/2013/07/7250~ 
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5. Town Centre Activities 

** 

** 

* note that void % can vary according to whether you count shops, businesses,community & charitable uses. Once a year voids are calculated by sq m. 

** note that a number of footfall counters have not been operational for full 12  months 

*** %from TCA 

5.2 

6. 

6.1 

7.  

7.1 

Airdrie Events 

TCA is facilitating an exciting new initiative in North Lanarkshire which aims to support 
businesses at the crucial stage of their business start up. Starting Point is a town centre based 
incubation unit which provides space to new start up and fledgling businesses, whilst providing 
advice and support every step of the way. The project is supported by the European Regional 
Development Fund and North Lanarkshire Council. 

The next meeting of the Airdrie Town Centre Alliance Group will be held 3“ October at the Tudor 
Hotel, Airdrie at 5.30pm. 

The Christmas Light Switch on will take place on Friday 22nd November 3.30pm to 5.00pm in 
Airdrie Town Centre. 

NHS Lanarkshire “See Me” Campaign 

The “See Me” campaign run by NHS Lanarkshire is a campaign which aims to stop the stigma 
and discrimination associated with mental ill health so that individuals feel more able to engage in 
the community. NHS Lanarkshire are working closely with Town Centre Activities to engage local 
business and organisations in Airdrie town centre with the “See Me” campaign, to help make 
Airdrie town centre a positive and friendly place to visit and work. A number of businesses and 
organisations in the town have already signed the pledge. Health Improvement Officers at NHS 
Lanarkshire continue to engage with local businesses to increase the number of pledges towards 
an overall aim of Airdrie becoming the first “See Me” town centre. A sign up event for local 
businesses, community groups and local people is being held in the Sir John Wilson Town Hall 
on 17’ October. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING & REGENERATION 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Kirsty 
Gray on 01 236 632629 (08 October 201 3) 19 


