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1. Purpose of Report I Introduction 

To advise committee of progress to date and to seek approval to declare the property at 
Leslie Street and Torrance Avenue as surplus to social work requirements. 

2. Background 

2.1. Committee has previously agreed the modernisation programme outlined in a report 
entitled “The Modernisation of Children’s Homes in North Lanarkshire”. This report 
was approved by Social Work Committee on 30th October 2003 and a progress report 
was approved by Social Work Committee on 24th August 2006. 

2.2. The objectives of the plan were to reduce the overall number of residential care home 
places, build new homes of high quality design specifications, reconfigure existing 
provision so that over time no home will have any more than six places and to 
progressively create more community based alternatives to residential care. 

3. Proposals / Considerations 

3.1. 

3.2. 

3.3. 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

The new children’s house in Forrest Street, Airdrie opened in January 2009 and is 
now fully operational. The opening ceremony in February was attended by corporate 
partners and other agencies. The service is performing well. 

The new children’s house in Fort Street, Motherwell became operational on 13th July 
2009 and will be officially opened by the Provost on 13th August 2009. 

The residential provision at Leslie Street was closed as a result of the opening of the 
new house in Fort Street. The building is now surplus to Social Work requirements. 

There has been no declaration of interest of the building in Leslie Street, however 
Housing has expressed an interest in the land it is situated on and the surrounding 
area 

Cumbernauld Children’s House, being constructed in Main Street, Cumbernauld 
Village, is the next Children’s House to be developed. It is anticipated that it will be 
handed over to the council at the end of August 2009. 

The new children’s house in Cumbernauld will replace the residential property located 
at Torrance Avenue, Airdrie. This building will become surplus to Social Work 
requirements probably during September 2009. 
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3.7 The building will revert to Housing Services, who wish to restore the property as 
social housing. 

4. Financial I Personnel I Legal I Policy Implications 

4.1. The costs of the developments outlined in section 3 above have been set aside in the 
Council’s Capital Programme. 

4.2. The costs to convert the property at Torrance Avenue, outlined in section 3 above will 
be undertaken by Housing. 

5. Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

(i) declare the property known as Leslie Street Children’s House at 106 Leslie Street, 
Motherwell surplus to the requirements of Social Work 

(ii) agree to the proposal that the property known as Torrance Avenue Children’s House 
at 5 - 7 Torrance Avenue, Airdrie, revert to Housing Services, to be brought back into 
use as social housing 

(iii) refer the report to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for their 
attention and; 

(iv) note the content of this report. 

Ronnie Paul 
Head of Housing and Social Work Resources 
24 July 2009 

For further information on this report please contact David Carver, Senior Development Ofticer Children and Families on 
telephone 01698 332 651. 


