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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report seeks approval for the updated learning & leisure services transport 
arrangements for pupils with additional support needs. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The learning & leisure services committee is asked:- 

(i)  to approve the revised transport arrangements contained in the report 

(ii) to remit this report to housing & social work services committee for its 
information. 

Members wishing further information please contact: 

Murdo Maciver, Head of Educational Resources, on 01 236 81 2269 
Anne Donaldson, Education Officer, Support for Learning on 01 236 81 231 3 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL: LEARNING AND LEISURE SERVICES 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT NEEDS - PUPIL TRANSPORT 

ReDort by Head of Education Qualitv & Development 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1 .I In March 2006, a review of transport arrangements for pupils with additional 
support needs was approved by the then education committee. The agreed 
changes were the result of the implementation of new Additional Support for 
Learning legislation. 

1.2 These transport arrangements have been in operation since the approval of the 
committee paper in March 2006. 

1.3 Subsequently, experience has indicated that additional arrangements require to 
be made particularly when contracts for existing pupils are awarded to new 
operators. This report makes the appropriate recommendations. 

2. CURRENT ARRANGEMENTS 

2.1 The service currently provides school transport for 1438 pupils with additional 
support needs, which include medical andlor mobility conditions. The budget 
for additional support needs transport for financial year 2009/10 is €4,628,109. 

2. 2 Transport requests for children with additional support needs are submitted by 
heads of establishment and approved by the education officer, support for 
learning. A dedicated team is responsible for procurement and contract 
monitoring. 

2.3 Transport is provided for pupils in the following circumstances:- 

* pupils attending special schools and units in North Lanarkshire 

pupils attending special schools and units outwith North Lanarkshire - either 
in other authorities or in independent provision, where the authority has 
agreed these placements 

pupils with long and short term medical conditions who, as the result of 
medical advice received from the medical officer, require to be transported to 
and from school. 

* pupils who, due to social reasons, are residing in temporary accommodation 
outwith their local area, In these circumstances transport can be provided for 
28 days, where there is a clear plan to enable the child to return to the 
catchment area of their current school after this 28 day period. Any transport 
requirements beyond this period would require to be supported by housing 
and social work services. 



pupils who are looked after and accommodated in foster care or other 
accommodation outwith the catchment area of their current school:- 

(i) where there has been prior discussion between services regarding the 
placement and the need for continuity of schooling beyond 28 day 
period. 

(ii) where the placement itself lies within the council’s geographical 
boundaries and complies with the current distance criteria. 

(iii) where the care situation is outwith the council’s geographical boundaries 
and the appropriateness of providing transport arrangements has been 
agreed between services. 

pupils attending mainstream catchment schools where there are medical or 
mobility issues or where the pupil’s individual needs merit the provision of 
home to school transport. 

pupil attending a school outwith their catchment area as the result of 
placement by the authority. 

2.4 All transport contracts are awarded to either private contractors or the internal 
transport section. The contract arrangements are organised to meet the specific 
additional support needs of pupils. All contracts are awarded in line with North 
Lanarkshire Council’s approved tender procedures and within a best value 
context. 

2.5 Where a pupil with additional support needs is attending a special school or unit 
or a mainstream school as the result of a placing request, transport will not be 
provided. 

3. ADDITIONAL PROW SI0 N 

3.1 In some circumstances it may be necessary to continue an individual transport 
contract for a child or young person with autism. A decision in such 
circumstances will only be made in exceptional circumstances where there is 
assessed evidence that the child or young person at that time is not able to cope 
with a change in transport arrangements. In such circumstances, if it is 
considered to be in the best interest of the child or young person to continue an 
individual contract, it will be necessary to either invite tenders and accept the one 
from the current contractor as being the most suitable and advantageous, even 
though it might not be the lowest, or, alternatively, seek authority from the 
Committee to negotiate the contract with the current contractor. However, the 
situation will be kept under annual review thereafter and, where there is future 
evidence that the child or young person concerned has the social skills and 
aptitude to cope with - and indeed - benefit from adapting to change, the normal 
contract tendering process will apply. 

3.2 Where an existing contract is awarded to a new contractor, as soon as 
reasonably practicable following this award, arrangements shall be made to 



introduce the contractor to the parents and pupil and discussions should be held 
between them in relation to the vehicle, route, uplift times, contact numbers and 
any other relevant issues relating to the transportation of the child in terms of the 
contract. 

3.3 In addition contractors and escorts should complete training on issues relating to 
the safe transport of children with additional support needs. This training will be 
arranged and delivered by Support for Learning staff, 

3.4 Over recent years the service has received an increasing number of requests to 
extend the provision of free school transport for children with additional support 
needs beyond home to school, for example to a care setting. Where the 
additional costs of these arrangements are not substantial and can be 
accommodated within existing contract arrangements it is proposed that the 
requests be approved. 

3.5 In addition, it is proposed the service should facilitate this where an existing 
contract can accommodate such changes but where parents pay any additional 
costs that these changes will incur. 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The learning & leisure services committee is asked:- 

(i) to approve the revised transport arrangements contained in the report 

(ii) to remit this report to housing and social work services committee for its 
information 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 
AGENDA ITEM No...sL$..... 

TO: HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK SERVICES- 
CO M M ITTE E 

Subject: ADDlvONAL SUPPORT NEEDS - PUPIL 
TRANSPORT 

From: HEAD OF SOCIAL WORK SERVICES / 
CHIEF SOCIAL WORK OFFICER 

1. Purpose of Report I Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to supplement information provided in a report remitted from 
Learning and Leisure Services Committee dated 13th July 2009 ‘Additional Support Needs - 
Pupil Transport’. 

2. Background 

2.1 The report seeks approval to progress further discussion and development of this 
area of support to vulnerable families as outlined in section 5 below. The report 
provides information regarding revised transport arrangements for pupils with 
additional support needs. This included arrangements for pupils who may, due to 
risk or vulnerability be living out with their family home and therefore at some 
distance from their school. 

2.2 It also includes consideration of children who for the purposes of receiving respite 
care out with their family home may need transport to and from school from their 
respite placement for short periods of time throughout the year. 

3. Proposals / Considerations 

3.1 Discussion has been ongoing between officers within Learning and Leisure and 
Housing and Social Work Services to ensure that wherever possible we are 
supporting children and families with additional support needs. 

3.2 This includes children who receive respite as part of their care plan and children who 
are accommodated by the Local Authority for a variety of reasons, both on an 
emergency basis and more long term basis to maintain continuity of attendance at 
their school. This is consistent with the Councils corporate parenting responsibilities. 

4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy / Equalities Implications 

4.1 Discussions regarding pupil transport for pupils with additional support needs take 
place within the Children’s Services Strategy Group (CSSG). Implementation of the 
proposals will be monitored through the Additional Support Needs and Corporate 
Parenting sub groups of the CSSG to ensure vulnerable children receive necessary 
supports. Both Groups are multi agency in nature 



2 

5. Recommendations 

Committee is asked: 

(i) To note the content of this report 

V 
Mary Fegan 
Head of Social Work Services I 
Chief Social Work Officer 

For further information about this report please contact Jackie Irvine, Manager, Children and Families on 
01698332032 
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