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1. Purpose of Report

1.1 This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan projects and initiatives. The report also provides an update on
progress made on developing a new Town Centre Framework and Action Plan for Airdrie town
centre.

2. Airdrie Town Centre Framework and Action Plan

2.1 Following consultation events last year a draft framework and action plan for Airdrie town
centre are being prepared and will be publicly available for comment in Summer 2014.
Summary reports of the consultation events undertaken to date are available to download from
the Airdrie town centre page of the North Lanarkshire Council website
www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/Airdrieconsultation.

3. Project Updates

Heritage Lottery Fund − Townscape Heritage Bid
3.1 The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has advised that the bid submitted by NLC Planning and

Regeneration for an Airdrie Townscape Heritage project has been unsuccessful.

3.2 In their response to the submission HLF have recognised that Airdrie is a town with multiple
issues and is in need of investment. HLF advised that the priority projects identified in the bid
were largely appropriate and they consider there is potential to achieve the required HLF
Townscape Heritage outcomes. It is felt that the project would benefit from further
development, with increased engagement from key property owners and refinement of the
project costs. As such HLF have welcomed discussion with them to help develop the project
further with a view to reapplying for Townscape Heritage funding.

Sir John Wilson Town Hall
3.3 The outcome of a Listed Building (LBC) application for the architectural lighting works at Sir

John Wilson Town Hall is awaited. As part of the application consultation process, surveys to
establish the potential for and evidence of bat roosting within the roof space were requested.
An initial survey has been undertaken and a further survey is required in early May. Work on
the lighting installation cannot proceed until the LBC application has been determined. It is
therefore anticipated that works will commence on site in summer 2014, if consent is granted.
A project proposal for public realm improvement works to the front of Sir John Wilson Town
Hall has been submitted the Local Development Programme.

Former Orr's building
3.4 The former Orr's building remains within the ownership of Clyde Valley Housing Association.

The necessary conditions for taking forward the proposed redevelopment of this building are
not currently in place. The Council will continue to work with and assist CVHA as appropriate
in a bid to assemble the necessary funding to take forward the redevelopment of this priority
building.
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4. Town Centre Activities Update

4.1. In the period from October to December 2013 four businesses in Airdrie town centre closed
and five new businesses opened. The number of vacant units totalled 34 accounting for just
under 11% of all units in the town centre. This compares to an overall vacancy rate of 13%
across North Lanarkshire and 13.9% across the UK.

4.2 Footfall in Airdrie town centre for the period October to December 2013, as recorded on the
automated counters located throughout the centre, was 7% less than recorded in October to
December 2012 while the national footfall level dropped by just 2.4% over the same period.

5. Recommendation

5.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan.
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