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1. Purpose of Report

1.1 This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan projects and initiatives. The report also provides an update on
progress made on developing a new Town Centre Framework and Action Plan for Airdrie town
centre.

2. Airdrie Town Centre Framework and Action Plan

2.1 Further to public drop in sessions held last year and partnership consultation a consultative
draft framework and action plan is now being prepared for public comment and will be
available to view on line and in local libraries this autumn.

3. Project Updates

Heritage Lottery Fund − TownscaDe Heritage Bid
3.1 A revised bid to Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) under their Townscape Heritage programme is

being prepared for submission in August 2014 following feedback from HLF on last year's
unsuccessful bid.

3.2 Owners of buildings of historic interest in the town centre are being contacted to gauge their
interest in and support for a funding bid which if successful would lead to grant funding being
made available for repair and restoration work.

Sir John Wilson Town Hall
3.3 Bat surveys are being carried out over the summer, the results of which will be submitted with

the required listed building application for the proposed architectural lighting works at Sir John
Wilson Town Hall. The anticipated start date for the works is now winter 2014.

4. Town Centre Activities Update

Business Activity and Footfall
4.1. In the period from January to March 2014 two businesses in Airdrie town centre closed and

two new businesses opened. The number of vacant units therefore remained at 34 as in the
previous quarter accounting for just under 11% of all units in the town centre.

4.2 Starting Point, home to Airdrie's newest up and coming entrepreneurs, now has seven new
businesses following its relaunch in May. The premises in Graham Street provide modern
retail space to any new−start businesses that can demonstrate they have something special
that they can offer the high street giving them six months to grow and develop their business.
Of the first set of retailers to benefit from being part of Starting Point and receiving business
support and training, three are concentrating on developing their on−line business and three
are moving into other premises in the town centre. The project is facilitated by Town Centre
Activities Ltd in partnership with Lanarkshire colleges and Business Gateway and supported
by the European Regional Development Fund and North Lanarkshire Council.



4.3 The refurbishment and conversion of the former Rialto Bingo Hall in Halicraig Street is now
complete with four out of the five shop units in use. Airdrie Arts Centre has been marketed by
the Council and is currently under offer. And listed building consent is being. sought to
demolish the temporary buildings to the rear of the former Housing Office in Broomknoll Street
prior to marketing it this autumn.

4.4 Footfall in Airdrie town centre for the period January to March 2014, as recorded on the
automated counters located throughout the centre, was 5% down on the level recorded in the
previous quarter but similar to that recorded in January to March 2013.

Wi .−Fi
4.5 A free wi−fi scheme has now been rolled out to Airdrie as part of benefiting both businesses

and shoppers. Registration requires a valid email address. After initial registration users are
automatically connected each time they are in range in the Town Centre. The initial scheme in
Motherwell has seen some 3000 registrations and an average of 252 people logging on each
day. It also provides the ability to market the businesses and promote local offers.

Events
4.6 The Wee Fair Day took place on 28 June and 'Friday Frolics' will take place throughout July

and August with the further promotion of the Live Local, Shop Local campaign.

5. Recommendation

5.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan.
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