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2. 

3. 

Subject: HOMES FIT FOR THE 21”’ CENTURY: THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S STRATEGY AND 
ACTION PLAN FOR HOUSING IN THE NEXT 
DECADE: 201 1-2020 

The purpose of this report is to inform committee of the publication of the Scottish 
Government’s Strategy and Action Plan for housing over the next decade. 

Background 

2.1 In 2010 the Scottish Government published its Fresh Thinking New Ideas policy 
discussion paper. This was subject to a period of consultation with local authorities 
and other statutory, voluntary and independent sectors with an interest in housing 
across Scotland. The council responded to this consultation. 

2.2 The Scottish Government undertook to then publish a more detailed policy paper 
outlining its strategy and actions for housing across all tenures in Scotland. This has 
now been published and covers the period from 201 1-2020. The strategy document, 
‘Homes Fit for the 21“ Century’, is divided into three sections: (1) Introduction, (2) 
Part 1 - New Supply, (3) Part 2 Choice and Quality. A copy of the document can be 
obtained from the officer named at the end of this report or downloaded from the 
Scottish Government’s web site htttx//www.scotland,aov.uWopics/Built- 
Environment/Housina/reform 

Proposals I Considerations 

3.1 The Scottish Government has reiterated the focus on meeting the four housing- 
related targets: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

By December 2012, all unintentionally homeless households will be entitled to 
settled accommodation. 
By April 2015, all social landlords must ensure that all their dwellings pass all 
elements of the Scottish Housing Quality Standard. 
By November 2016, so far as is reasonably practicable, nobody will be living in fuel 
poverty in Scotland. 
By December 2020, improved design and greater energy efficiency in housing will 
have made a contribution to Scotland’s commitment to reduce our energy 
consumption by 12% and our greenhouse gas emissions by 42%. 

3.2 The main aims/actions contained within the New Supply section of the strategy 
include: 

0 

0 

0 

Overall aim to deliver 18,000 new affordable homes in Scotland over the next three 
years. 
Expand and develop the National Housing Trust with substantial expansion of 
intermediate rental properties. 
Continue to invest in shared equity schemes and support housing associations 
which wish to provide market rental homes. 
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Support new housing development through an innovation and investment fund 
inviting bids for councils, housing associations and private bodies. In 201 1-1 2 the 
fund will total f50m. 
Find new sources of financing such as a Scottish Housing Bond, access to pension 
fund and institutional investment and consult on legislation to allow councils to levy 
additional council tax on long-term empty homes. 
In the longer term establish an Infrastructure Investment Loan Fund and a National 
Housing Investment Bank. 
Reform stamp duty to encourage and incentivise new investment in the private 
rented sector. 
Publish a national strategy on housing for older people later in 201 1. 
Build on the introduction of the f 70m change fund ensuring that health, housing and 
social care needs are addressed more holistically. 
Establish a self-build initiative for Scotland. 
Launch a national discussion about regeneration policy. 

3.3 The main aimdactions contained within the Choice and Quality section of the 
strategy include: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Develop a strategy for sustainable housing in Scotland. 
Establish a Scottish Social Housing Charter setting outcomes that all social 
landlords should be aiming to achieve for tenants, homeless people and other 
customers. 
Consult on ways to reform the preserved Right to Buy to make it fair. 
Introduce a new social housing standard in 2012 requiring higher levels of energy 
efficiency by 2020. 
Making better use of existing stock by giving people better information and advice. 
Expanding the housing options approach to include “housing health checks” to 
enable tenants to review their options. 
Give greater flexibility to social landlords to provide shared equity and intermediate 
rent homes, adjusting aspects of tenancy rules and enabling landlords to adapt 
allocation policies to best meet local needs. 
Promote energy efficiency across all tenures. 
Ensure that property owners are aware of their responsibilities and that they receive 
appropriate support in fulfilling them. 
Grow and improve the private rented sector while at the same time creating a more 
focused regulatory system for the sector. 
Consult on housing support required under the Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 can 
best be provided. 
Continue to support wider role funding for housing associations. 
Continue to invest in good levels of insulation and energy efficient heating systems 
as well as continue the Energy Assistance Package and area based Home 
Insulation Scheme in 201 1/12. 
Continue to support and encourage home owners and private landlords to take up 
energy efficiency measures. 

4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy / Equalities Implications 

There are no direct financial or legal implications at this stage although the impact of major 
policy initiatives and associated funding issues will be reported to committee where 
appropriate. 
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5. Recommendations 

(i) It is recommended that the Committee note the content of the Scottish Government’s 
Strategy and Action Plan for housing 201 1-2020. 

Elaine McHugh 
Head of Housing Services 
6 June 2011 

For further information, including a copy of the full document referred to in this report, please contact Tony 
Donohoeon01698274136. 
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