
To: HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK SERVICES 
CO M M I TT E E 

From: HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES 

Subject. SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT DRAFT 
NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR HOUSING 
FOR OLDER PEOPLE CONSULTATION 

1. Purpose of Report / Introduction 

Date: 20tn October 201 1 

The purpose of this report is to advise committee regarding the Scottish Government's Draft 
National Strategy for Housing for Older People. 

Ref: EM/TD 

2. Background 

2.1 The Scottish Government published a draft national strategy for housing for older 
people at the end of July and invited responses by 30th September 201 1. This is part 
of the wider planning for an ageing population workstream that the Scottish 
Government has been undertaking over recent years. The draft strategy has been 
developed by a working group which included membership from Cosla, the Scottish 
Federation of Housing Associations and the Chartered Institute of Housing in 
Scotland. 

2.2 A response has been prepared by Housing & Social Work services and submitted to 
the Scottish Government on behalf of the council by the deadline of 30 September 
201 1. 

3. Proposals / Considerations 

3.1 The draft strategy is based on a ten year period with five main outcomes: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Clear strategic leadership is in place at national and local level about the housing 
outcomes to be delivered for older people; 
The information and advice needed by older people to make the best decisions 
about their housing and support are provided; 
Older people are better assisted to remain in, and make best use of, existing 
housing stock; 
Investment in new housing provision across the sectors meets future needs of 
older people; and 
The needs of older people for low level, preventative support are met. 

3.2 The strategy has a number of key themes including older people as an asset, choice, 
planning ahead and preventative support. Some of the key commitments that appear 
in the national strategy are: 

- By 2021 , we will have increased the number of older people who live 
independently in the community and the range of housing and support services 
which help them to do this; 
By 2016, we will have extended the range of information and advice services for 
older people/there will be a comprehensive range of information and advice 
services covering housing and related support, which are accessible to older 
people throughout Scotland; 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

By 2021, we expecvaim to reduce the proportion of people who say that they 
need an adaptation to their home; 
By 2021, we will have increased the number of older people who live in well- 
maintained and warm homes, which are free from significant disrepair; 
By 2021, we aim to reduce the proportion of older people who say they want to 
move to more suitable housing; 
By 2021 , we will have facilitated the upgrading or redevelopment of sheltered 
housing (in the social rented sector) that is no longer fit for purpose, whether 
through physical re-modelling, re-focusing its use, or re-designing support 
services, so that it most effectively the needs of the local population; 
By 2021 , we will have helped more older people to use their personal resources 
to make improvements to their home and support arrangements, which increase 
their independence and quality of life; 
By 2021 , we will have increased the proportion of new housing being built that is 
suitable for and attractive to older people; 
By 2021, we want housing support services to be available in all areas of 
Scotland and offered by public, private and third sector organisations; 
By 2021, we want handyperson services to have contributed to a reduction in the 
need for care homes and emergency admission to hospital, as well as improving 
people’s quality of life; 
By 2021, all older people over 75 years will be offered a telecare package in 
accordance with their assessed needs. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3.3 The strategy is broadly to be welcomed although a number of points have been 
made in our response. For example the housing strategy for older people should 
sharpen its focus slightly to consider the range of housing needs and aspirations of 
older people. It should also acknowledge the significant work that is already in 
existence and currently ongoing across the housing, health and social care sectors to 
meet the challenges. Resourcing the national housing strategy is pivotal to its 
success and ensuring that new funding initiatives such as the Change Fund consider 
and involve housing in their planning and implementation. For example there are a 
number of commitments within the strategy which appear to have resource 
implications. The Change Fund may offer the opportunity to resource some initial 
developmental work in North Lanarkshire on how key areas of the strategy may be 
implemented. 

3.4 Further points made in the response are the need to ensure that advice on housing 
and support options for older people retain a local dimension. These options also 
have to be attractive in terms of affordability, location and quality of housing and this 
has resource implications for local authorities. The Scottish Government should also 
examine more closely what future models of housing are appropriate for older 
people. Other issues identified in the council’s response include the lack of detailed 
proposals to address issues around older home owners and their ability to pay for 
repairs and maintenance and extensions to housing support services for older people 
having to be set against other national housing priorities. 

4. Financial / Personnel I Legal / Policy / Equalities Implications 

4.1 Whilst there are no immediate financial implications, there is a significant challenge 
to meet increasing need arising from demographic change within a context of 
diminishing overall resources. The Council’s commitment to fund annual growth in 
services for older people has been a critical factor in achieving the scale of progress 
to date and its capacity to do in the future will be of at least equal importance. 
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5. Recommendations 

(i) It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report. 

Head of Housing Services 
16 September 201 I 

For further information and/or a copy of the response submitted to the Scottish Government, please contact 
TonyDonohoeon01698274136. 
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