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2. 

3. 

Subject: SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
CONSULTATION ON HOUSING 
SUPPORT 

The purpose of this report is for committee to note the council’s response to the recent 
Scottish Government document “Consultation on Housing Support for Homeless 
Households”. 
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2.1 The Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 has placed a statutory duty on local authorities to 
assess the housing support needs of homeless applicants who are unintentionally 
homeless, or threatened with homelessness, and are in priority need. A local 
authority must also ensure that housing support services are provided to those 
assessed as being in need of them. Under the new duty, Scottish Ministers can make 
regulations regarding the content and scope of both the housing support assessment 
and associated provision. 

2.2 As part of the process of introducing the new duty the Scottish Government 
committed to a consultation on the need for regulations and their scope. The 
consultation period began in January 2012 and closed on 11 April 2012. The council 
submitted its response on 11 April 2012 and a full copy is available in the members’ 
library. The stated intention of the Scottish Government is that this consultation was 
stage 1 of a process. Stage 2 will involve further work drafting regulations for 
consultation and stage 3 will be submitting the regulations for parliamentary debate 
and approval. 

Proposals / Considerations 

3.1 The Scottish Government outlined 2 broad policy options for implementing the new 
duty. Option 1 is to commence the duty on local authorities and establish regulations 
on the assessment and provision of housing support. Option 2 is to commence the 
duty on local authorities but without establishing regulations on the assessment and 
provision of housing support. The document then outlines specific issues that the 
Scottish Government is considering prescribing as part of the regulations. These 
included: 

o The types of inquiries local authorities must carry out in determining the 
housing support required; 

o The housing support services for which an applicant is to be assessed; 
o Specifying the period for which housing support services should be provided; 
o Specifying matters to which a local authority is to have regard to when 

ensuring provision of housing support services; 
o Making different provision for different purposes and different areas. 
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3.2 The council’s response to the broad policy options outlined within the consultation 
was that we agreed with policy option 2. That is the Scottish Government 
commences the duty and does not establish regulations on the assessment and 
provision of housing support. In our response a number of issues were raised to 
support our overall view. In summary these are: 

o Any move towards national regulations with greater prescription would dilute 
our ability to respond to local needs and prioritise resources accordingly; 

o The range of housing support needs is complex and diverse and local 
responses are best placed to meet this; 

o The council already has in place a robust risk assessment tool for tenancy 
failure and associated housing support assessment process; 

o Regulation on the assessment and provision of housing support would at the 
very least introduce uncertainty into our strategic approach and potentially 
undermine it leading to limited housing support resources being re-directed to 
people who do not require it; 

o The council remains concerned about the resource impact of the legislation 
given the current state of public sector finances and local authority budget 
constraints; 

o Consideration needs to be given to the impact of UK Government welfare 
reform in areas such as supported accommodation and the relationship with 
this new duty. 

3.3 The council also made the point in our response that a review of housing support 
tasks at national level would be beneficial as part of the process of introducing the 
new duty. In addition the Scottish Government should undertake a proper 
assessment of the costs across Scotland associated with the assessment and 
provision of housing support within the new duty. A copy of the Councils response 
has been placed in the Members Library. 

4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy / Equalities Implications 

There are no personnel, legal, policy or equalities implications at this stage of the 
consultation. However the council has noted in its response the potential for resource, policy 
and practice implications particularly if the proposed level of prescription is adopted through 
regulations. 

5. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

(i) Note the council’s response to the Scottish Government consultation on housing 
support. 

Elaine McHugh 
Head of Houiing Services 
25 April 2012 

For further information about this report please contact Julie Hunter on tel 01698 274141 


