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CREATING FLEXIBILITY FOR 
LANDLORDS AND BETTER OUTCOMES 
FOR COMMUNITIES 

Purpose of Report / Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to update committee on the Council’s response to the Scottish 
Government’s Affordable Rented Housing: Creating flexibility for landlords and better 
outcomes for comm u nit ies’ consu I tat ion. 

Background 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

2.6 

The Scottish Government gave a commitment within their Homes Fit for the 21“ 
Century, The Scottish Government’s Strategy and Action Plan for Housing in the 
Next Decade: 201 1-2020, to consult on the way social housing was allocated and 
managed. 

The Scottish Government issued their consultation document on Affordable Rented 
Housing: Creating flexibility for landlords and better outcomes for communities on 6 
February 2012. Landlords were asked to consider the proposals and submit their 
views by the 30 April 2012. 

The Government also requested that landlords raise awareness with tenants and 
residents groups within their area to ensure they obtained as wide ranging responses 
as possible. North Lanarkshire Council contacted all Registered Tenants Groups 
and Registered Social Landlords to inform them of the consultation document and 
provided guidance on how they could submit their views. A meeting was also held 
with the North Lanarkshire Tenants and Residents Federation to assist them in 
considering the proposals. 

The Scottish Government hosted consultation events across the country, and invited 
social landlords, tenants and residents to attend to work through the proposals, and 
submit views for further consideration by the Scottish Government. 

The consultation focuses on affordable rented housing and aims to create greater 
flexibility for landlords in terms of allocating housing and addressing antisocial 
behaviour. The consultation outlines proposed changes to existing legislation that 
would allow landlords to respond more flexibly and create better outcomes for 
com m unit ies. 

A copy of the full consultation document and response has been placed in the 
members library. 
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3. Proposals / Considerations 

3.1 Following extensive discussions around the specific proposals through internal 
working groups, attendance at the Scottish Government’s consultation event, a 
comprehensive response to the proposal has been submitted to the Scottish 
Government for consideration. 

3.2 The Scottish Government have confirmed that further contact will be made with social 
landlords, residents and tenants groups following review of the overall views received 
to this stage of the consultation process and advise of the next steps. 

3.3 Any changes to legislation arising from the proposals within this consultation is 
expected to be made as part of a Housing Bill, which the Scottish Government 
envisage introducing later in the life of this Parliament. 

4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy / Equalities Implications 

4.1 There are no changes to any policies, processes or procedures at present. However, 
should the proposals within the consultation be approved in Parliament the council will 
require to further review policies. 

5. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee note the content of this report. 

Elaine McHugh 
Head of Housing Services 
03 May 2012 

For further information about this report please contact Aileen Gormley Tel: 01698 274142. 
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