
To: HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES 

Date: 07 JUNE 2012 Ref: EMcH/PH 

1. 

Subject: CONSULTATION ON A STRATEGY FOR 
THE PRIVATE RENTED SECTOR 

2. 

Purpose of Report / Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise the committee of the intention to submit a response to 
the Scottish Government consultation on a Strategy for the Private Rented Sector by the 
deadline of 10 July 2012. 

Background 

2.1. 

2.2. 

2.3. 

The Scottish Government wants to set out a vision and strategic aims that will grow 
and improve the quality of the private rented sector (PRS) in Scotland over the next 
decade. In order to achieve this the Scottish Government has set out three strategic 
aims: 
o For Growth and Investment: to increase overall housing supply, and for more 

investment to develop and improve the existing sector 
o For better quality: of property management, condition and energy efficiency; to be 

enabled by smarter, more targeted regulation: and 
o For more informed choices: to support and encourage consumer driven 

improvement of the sector. 

In the period since 1999 the PRS has more than doubled its share of the total 
housing stock in Scotland from 5% to 11 %. In North Lanarkshire the PRS is smaller 
but has increased at an even faster rate from 2% in 2001 to an estimated 6% in 2012. 
This reflects the current economic climate and the reduction in people being able to 
purchase their own property. It is projected that there will be a continued increased 
demand for private rented accommodation in the future, particularly from young 
people. 

The consultation paper seeks responses on what Scottish Government, and local 
government, could and should do to increase supply; improve quality and improve 
management within the PRS. This includes consideration of the current effectiveness 
of the landlord registration scheme and the regulatory framework in addressing poor 
standards of accommodation and management within the PRS. 

3. Proposals / Considerations 

3.1. It is proposed that a corporate response should be provided to the Scottish 
Government which will reflect the need to have greater sanctions imposed on 
landlords who do not effectively manage and maintain their properties to the 
detriment of neighbouring properties and the surrounding community. 

4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy Implications 

There are no direct financial, personnel, legal or policy implications for the Council arising 
from this report. 
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5. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee approve the preparation of a corporate response to 
the Scottish Government’s consultation paper on a Strategy for the Private Rented Sector 
which will be submitted by the due date of loth July 2012. 

Elaine McHugh 
Head of Housing Services 
25 May 2012 

For further information about this report, or to obtain a copy of the consultation paper, please contact Pamela 
Humphries, Development Manager on telephone 01698 2741 74. 
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