
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL, - -  

To: HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES 

Date: 7 JUNE 2012 Ref: EM/SL/JWTP 

Subject: CONTRACT FOR GARDEN ASSISTANCE 
SCHEME 

Purpose of Report I Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek permission to tender for two contracts for the Garden 
Assistance Scheme in both the North and South areas of North Lanarkshire. 

Background 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

The works contained within these contracts comprise the routine cyclical 
maintenance of garden areas to both North Lanarkshire Council tenants and to Non 
council tenants. This garden service includes cutting grassed areas on ten occasions 
over the growing season, trimming hedges on three occasions and reforming grass 
edges twice. 

In October 201 1 , at the end of the growing season, there were 8153 gardens being 
maintained under the garden assistance scheme. 5,085 were council tenants and 
3,068 were non council tenants (owner occupiers, tenants of private landlords and 
tenants of Housing Associations). 

The current measured term contracts were approved by Committee in 2008 for a 
period of 5 years, and are due to expire in November 2012 after this years 
programme has been completed. 

The provision of this service ensures the overall environment and visual amenity of 
estates is good and this is a valuable service received by vulnerable service users 
who would not otherwise have the capabilities or the means to arrange to maintain 
their gardens. 

3. Proposals I Considerations 

3.1 It is proposed that this service be continued and that a new contract or contracts 
should be awarded for a 36 month period with an option to extend for a further 12 
months at the discretion of the council. 

3.2 A review of the garden assistance scheme will take place during the next contract 
period paying particular attention to efficiency savings and the level of charges to 
non council tenants (owners/tenants of private landlords or housing associations). 

3.3 The estimated contract value of f 3,450,000 including possible extension period 
exceeds the financial threshold stipulated in the EU Public Sector Procurement 
Directive 2004/18/EC, and the procurement will be subject to an EU compliant 
procurement process. 
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4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy I Equalities Implications 

4.1 Costs to be met from existing budgets. 

5. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

(i) approve the competitive tendering exercise to implement a contract(s) for the Garden 
Assistance Scheme as outlined in paragraph 3.1. 

(ii) otherwise note the contents of the report. 

Elaine McHugh 
Head of Housing Services 
9 May 2012 

For further information about this report please contact Joe Keen, Assistant Operations Manager tel: 01698 
2741 97. 
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