
TO: HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK SERVICES 
COM M ITTEE 

From: HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES 

Subject: UPDATE OF THE COUNCIL’S 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY 
TEC H N ICAL J U STI FI CATION 

1. Purpose of Report I Introduction 

Date: 25 APRIL 2013 

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval to continue to support the inclusion 
of an Affordable Housing Policy for the Cumbernauld Housing Sub Market Area within the 
future North Lanarkshire Local Development Plan. 

Ref: EMcH/PH 

2. Background 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

The Council’s Affordable Housing Policy (AHP) was originally approved by the 
Housing and Technical Services Committee in April 2006. Updated positions were 
approved by the Housing 8. Social Work Services Committee in both August 2009 
and June 2012. The need to address shortfalls in affordable housing provision in the 
Cumbernauld HSMA is a key priority within the council’s Local Housing Strategy 
201 1- 2016, and the implementation of the Affordable Housing Policy is identified as 
an important tool to help address the shortfall. 

The Policy applies to the Cumbernauld Housing Sub Market Area (HSMA) which 
includes Cumbernauld, Moodiesburn and Kilsyth. It states that, in order to address 
the identified need for affordable housing, the Council will seek to achieve an on-site 
provision target for all new housing developments, (with an overall site capacity of 20 
or more units), to incorporate affordable housing at a rate of up to 25%. Where on- 
site provision is not appropriate then a commuted sum payment can be made. 

The AHP is an approved Policy within the recently adopted North Lanarkshire Local 
Plan. The Council will soon be preparing a Local Development Plan (LDP) for North 
Lanarkshire which will replace the Local Plan. It is therefore necessary to update the 
technical justification for the continuation of the AHP within the new Local 
Development Plan. 

3. Proposals / Considerations 

3.1. 

3.2. 

The Report of Examination on the Council’s Local Plan was issued by the Directorate 
for Planning and Environmental Appeals (DPEA) to the Council on 31 January 2012. 
The Reporter was satisfied that the council had produced sufficient evidence (through 
its technical justification) to support the application of the Affordable Housing Policy 
within the Cumbernauld HSMA. The new Local Development Plan requires a current 
evidenced position to enable the Affordable Housing Policy to be included within it. 
The Affordable Housing Policy can only be applied to proposals for housing 
development through the Local Plan during the lifetime of that plan. In order for the 
Affordable Housing Policy to continue to be applied through the replacement Local 
Development Plan, the Policy requires to be justified again. 

It is therefore necessary to update the technical justification to support the 
continuation of the Affordable Housing Policy through the new Local Development 
Plan. The detailed technical justification has been updated and highlights that there is 
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still a shortfall in affordable housing in the Cumbernauld HSMA. This is consistent 
with conclusions from the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Housing Need and Demand 
Assessment 2011 and the Council’s own information from waiting lists and levels of 
homelessness as well as our previous work to achieve Pressured Area Designation 
in Cumbernauld and Moodiesburn. 

3.3. For the period of the current Local Housing Strategy 2011-16 and beyond the most 
recent study highlighted significant net annual housing need within the Cumbernauld 
Housing Sub Market Area, equating to a shortfall of 977 units over the 5 year plan 
period. 

4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy / Equalities Implications 

4.1. There are no direct Financial/Personnel/Legal/Policy/Equalities implications arising 
from this report although the AHP will help the Council to meet its Local Housing 
Strategy objective to meet the need for additional affordable housing in the 
Cumbernauld Housing Sub Market Area. 

5. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

(i) Approve the continued inclusion of the Affordable Housing Policy within the new Draft 
Local Development Plan on the basis that there is still an identified shortfall of 
affordable housing in the Cumbernauld HSMA. 

(ii) Remit this report to the Planning and Transportation Committee for noting. 

Head of Housing Se 
Elaine McHugh 

20 March 2013 

For further information about this report please contact Pamela Humphries on 01698 274174 

99 


