
To: HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES 

Date: 15 August 201 3 Ref: EMcH/PH 

Purpose of Report / Introduction 

Subject: PROPOSED CHANGE TO SCHEME OF 
ASSISTANCE FOR HOME OWNERS 

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval to revise the Council’s Scheme of 
Assistance for Home Owners in accordance with Section 72 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 
2006. 

Background 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

North Lanarkshire Council’s Scheme of Assistance came into effect on 1st April 2010 
to comply with the terms of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 and provides a range of 
assistance to help owners undertake necessary repairs and adaptations to their 
properties. This assistance includes: advice; information; technical and practical help 
and, in some circumstances, grant assistance. 

The scheme was previously reviewed and amended in July 201 I and June 201 2 and 
is now being further reviewed due to the reluctance of some landlords to participate in 
common and capital programme works, despite the offer of 50% grant assistance. 
This has led to the council not being able to carry out works such as replacement 
door entry to its own flats due to the refusal of some landlords to participate unless 
they, like owner occupiers, receive a debt instalment plan. 

It is recognised that owners of second homes and commercial landlords are likely to 
have additional equity or rental income which should enable them to access 
commercial loans and products more easily than owner occupiers, some of whom are 
experiencing negative equity. The ongoing financial climate appears to be having an 
impact on all owners, landlords included. Many are now showing reluctance to invest 
in their properties unless the works are likely to add value. Therefore with less 
incentive for landlords to participate, houses are falling into further disrepair leading 
to the Council having to potentially take enforcement action. 

It is recognised that there are a number of people who own two properties, one of 
which they occupy. They may have become landlords/owners of a second property 
by default, i.e., they have purchased new homes before selling their own, or they 
have inherited properties that they have been unable to sell on. At the moment the 
scheme only provides landlords with a debt instalment plan for up to 2 years if they 
can provide evidence of low income, i.e., where in receipt of an income based 
benefit. It is not expected that the council should extend the provision of debt 
instalment plans to all commercial landlords, i.e. those whose business is buying and 
renting property, when they already receive 50% grants to encourage participation. 
There may however be scope to identify and assist ‘reluctant’ landlord/second home 
owners, who may receive income for a second property, not through choice, but 
necessity. Offering these owners the same payment plan as low income landlords 
may help increase participation in council led programmes of work. 

63 



2 

3. Proposals / Considerations 

3.1. In order to further encourage non-commercial landlords and second home owners to 
maintain their second homes, consideration is being given to extending the help they 
are offered to encourage them to undertake significant repairs. The proposed 
change is as follows:- 

o Where person(s) own a second property but no more, they can, on request, 
be provided with a debt instalment plan for up to 2 years . This can be 
extended to 3 years if the balance to be paid following deduction of grant 
exceeds f3,000. 

4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy / Equalities Implications 

4.1. The proposed change will have no impact on the existing non HRA private sector 
housing budget. 

4.2. Legal Services and Finance and Customer Services have been involved in the 
preparation of this report. 

5. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee approve the proposed changes to be made to the 
Scheme of Assistance as set out in paragraph 3.1 of this report. 

laine McHugh 
Head of Housing Services 
25 July 2013 
For further information about this report please contact Liz Gladstone on 01698 274163 
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