
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Date: 30 JANUARY 2014 

To: HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

Ref EMcH/PH 

From: HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES 

1, Purpose of Report / Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek 

2. 

3. 

Subject: BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE - SITES 

I 

committee approval for potential new sites to be 
included within the council’s new build programme and update the committee regarding the 
removal of a site in Shotts due to poor ground conditions. 

Background 

2.1. In January 2012 the council approved proposals to expand the new build 
programme from 500 units to 1,000 units by 2020. 

2.2. In August 2013 the committee agreed a number of additional sites, with capacity for 
255 units, for inclusion within the new build programme, leaving a balance of around 
300 units where sites were still to be identified. It was agreed that further sites 
would be identified for new build and presented to the committee at a future date. 
In addition, it was noted that there may be opportunities for sites to be identified 
through the application of the Affordable Housing Policy (AHP) in the North. 

2.3. A summary of the current programme is attached at Appendix 1 

Proposals/ Considerations 

3.1. 

3.2. 

3.3. 

It was reported in August 2013 that the application of the Affordable Housing Policy 
in the Cumbernauld Housing Market area may result in potential opportunities to 
acquire sites or units within private development sites. It should be noted that the 
acquisition of a site, or completed housing units, will be subject to the council 
reaching satisfactory agreement with the developer in terms of specification, price 
and timescale. The council would be required to enter into a legal agreement to 
purchase the land and properties. There are two developments currently under 
consideration. Both sites are located in the Chryston area where there is an 
identified high demand. 

The first site is an area of land at Gartferry Rd, Chryston that Cala Homes propose 
to develop. Based on the number of units proposed for the site the Affordable 
Housing Policy requires the provision of 22 affordable units (i.e 25%). Assuming 
the development goes ahead there is therefore potential to acquire the serviced site 
at a land value to be determined by the District Valuer based on its use for 
affordable housing. 

The second site is at Old Lindsaybeg Road, Chryston where Persimmon Homes 
propose to develop 79 houses. The Affordable Housing Policy requires the 
provision of 22 units for affordable housing. Should the development go ahead it is 
proposed that the council acquire approximately 15 completed housing units 
purchased directly from the developer, with the balance of the affordable housing to 
be delivered by the developer for low cost home ownership. 
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3.4. It is proposed to remove from the programme the site at Manse Road, Shotts, due 
to the cost of undertaking grouting works which render the site economically 
unviable. During the site investigations mine workings were identified which would 
require extensive grouting of the site. The costs are very difficult to estimate due 
to the nature of the works but could be in the region of €500,000 (€25,000 per unit). 
This would exceed the value of the site and does not take account of any other 
abnormal development costs associated with developing the site. A suitable 
alternative site in Shotts will be identified and reported to a future committee. 

3.5. The inclusion of the sites identified in 3.2 and 3.3 would leave a balance of around 
270 units to be identified at a future date and a number of potential new sites are 
currently being evaluated. 

4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy / Equalities Implications 

4.1. The funding to support the delivery of the new build programme is contained within 
the Housing Revenue Account. 

5. Recommendations 

It is recommended that committee 

a) Approve the potential acquisition of the site and completed units as outlined in 
sections 3.2 and 3.3 which will be the subject of future committee reports. 

b) Note the removal of the Manse Road, Shotts site from the programme as outlined 
in paragraph 3.4 

c) Note that proposals for the remaining 270 units will be the subject of future 
reports to committee. 

Elaine McHugh 
Head of Housing Services 
9 December 2013 

for further information about this report please contact Pamela Humphries, Development Manager on telephone 01698 
274174 
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Appendix 1 

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 

CURRENT PROGRAMME 

Sub total 195 

Total 692 
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