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1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise Learning and Leisure Services Committee in
relation to the Service's response to the Scottish Government's consultation
exercise on guidance on Accessibility Strategies under the Education (Disability
Strategies and Pupils' Educational Records) (Scotland) Act 2002.

2 BACKGROUND

2.1 On 20 December 2013, the Scottish Government invited responses to a
consultation paper by 28 March 2014, seeking views on revised guidance to
support responsible bodies; education authorities, independent and grant−aided
schools, in developing and maintaining Accessibility Strategies in line with their
responsibilities under the Act.

2.2 The Scottish Government has reviewed the guidance to support responsible
bodies in fulfilling their duties to develop and publish Accessibility Strategies. This
has been undertaken to reflect the policy and legislative changes which have taken
place since the development of the original legislation and guidance, published in
2002.

2.3 The guidance replaces earlier guidance entitled 'Planning to Improve Access to
Education for Pupils with Disabilities' issued by the Scottish Executive in 2002. The
purpose of this earlier guidance was to provide advice to education authorities and
schools about how they could meet their then new duties to improve access to
education for disabled pupils.

2.4 The aim of the refreshed Guidance is to ensure that all children and young people
are fully included in their learning. It acknowledges that disabled learners face
particular barriers to their learning and that these barriers are not an inevitable
result of their difficulties or medical conditions, but can arise as the result of
attitudinal or environmental factors, and importantly, that these are factors which
can be changed.



2.5 The Guidance provides advice to responsible bodies on how they meet their duties
under the Act and, in particular, on:

• The content of accessibility strategies
• The form in which the accessibility strategy is to be produced
• The people to be consulted in its preparation

2.6 For the public sector in Scotland, the responsible body is the local authority,
referred to in the Act as the 'education authority'. However, for the purpose of
preparing and implementing their accessibility strategies, education authorities will
require to co−operate with other agencies such as social work services, NHS
Boards, youth services and third sector organisations in their area. It is also
important to consult with pupils (and not just disabled pupils), parents/carers and
education staff.

2.7 The response on the guidance, as detailed in the appendix to the report has been,
following consultation with the convener, forwarded to the Scottish Government in
order to meet deadline.

3 RECOMMENDATIONS

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is asked to homologate the action
taken by the executive director, following consultation with the convener, in
forwarding the response set out in the appendix to the Scottish Government's
consultation on guidance on Accessibility Strategies under the Education (Disability
Strategies and Pupils Educational Records) (Scotland) Act 2002.

Isabelle Boyd
Head of Education Standards and Inclusion

Members wishing further information should contact:

Isabelle Boyd, Head of Education Standards and Inclusion on 01236 812279
Anne Donaldson, Education Officer on 01236 812291
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

1. Is the draft guidance clear and does it contain enough detail?

The draft guidance is clear. The legislative context is well defined
and the Resources list is a useful reference.

The emphasis on collaborative working with our GIRFEC
partners sits well with current practice in North Lanarkshire.

The emphasis on staff training on the use of alternative
approaches for teaching and support is welcome (chapter 3 point
12) This could include specific mention of mainstream and
specialist provision as partners in sharing good practice.

We appreciate that the emphasis on the wide approach which
responsible bodies should take includes details such as
ensuring buses provided for all school trips are accessible to
pupils with physical disabilities (chapter 3 point 31)
Comprehensive examples of improving the school environment
are given.

2. Is the structure of the guidance appropriate?

This document will be accessed on a regular basis as a reference
document. The index would benefit from emboldening the
chapters and putting in some spacing between chapters.
Additionally, either the chapter number should be at top of each
page or the paragraphs should be numbered eg Chapter 4 point
8 should be 4.8

The words on the cycle of Accessibility Strategy, pages 47 and
56, are too small to read comfortably and would benefit from
being enlarged.

I The three planning duties are clearly stated within the
introduction (chapter 3 point 2) − the subsequent discussion of
each duty should be more clearly headlined within the text.



3. Are there any areas which you feel need clarification? (please
include chapter and paragraph number where possible).

i Chapter 3 point 12 'increase the extent to which disabled pupils
can fully access the curriculum' could include reference to
manual handling and how this can be integrated into the school
day to minimise disruption to learning. The references to
working closely with health professionals are welcomed.

It is not immediately evident that the Extract from an
Accessibility Strategy (page 46) is an example, not mandatory,
and this should be clearer.

The Checklist for use in planning ICT is useful, however re
'Equipment can be placed in accessible locations so that
wheelchair users can reach the keyboard and see the screen' −
Smartboards are often placed too high for children with mobility
difficulties to access and the steps which may be provided are
not safe for a child with poor balance. A statement to highlight
this would be useful and could also be included in chapter 3
point 18.

Chapter 2, point 16 − explanation of the three planning duties − is
not explicit and should be expanded.

The reference to Dundee City Council's Access and Advisory
Group (chapter 4, point 8) could be used as an example with
expanded information on how the Group worked.

4. Is there information missing? Or is the guidance
comprehensive enough?

The guidance should include mention of other education
services such as hospital education (chapter 2, point 3)



5. Any other comments?

Using the term 'establishments' would take account of early
years provision as well as schools. Likewise, the term 'children
and young people' rather than 'pupils' would cover all education
establishments.

North Lanarkshire Learning and Leisure Services welcomes the
opportunity to comment on the new Guidance.


