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1.1 The purpose of this report is firstly to provide information for the Learning and
Leisure Services Committee about a petition containing approximately 210
signatures which has been lodged requesting that the existing play park at Queen's
Crescent, Bargeddie be upgraded and that a skate park be installed in that location
and secondly to seek approval of the service's proposed response.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The petition lodged by the chairperson of the Tenants and Residents Association
of Bargeddie Village states that it is the view of the petitioners that there are
insufficient play facilities for the amount of young people in general, as well as
those who engage in skate boarding and BMX biking activities in Bargeddie and
that there has been a major increase in the number of people using their skate
boards and bikes on streets in busy traffic under dangerous conditions. In addition
the petitioners state that, to a large degree, due to the lack of play park facilities,
significant numbers of young people are engaging in anti−social activities on a
regular basis. This, the petitioners assert, costs both residents and the police a
great deal of time and money.

3. CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 The play area at Queen's Crescent, Bargeddie is programmed in for development
next year funded through an allocation of £60,000 from the local development
programme. This is not sufficient money to install both a new play area and a
skate park. However, it will fund a decent play area. Learning and Leisure
Services via play services installed a multi activity unit and two smaller pieces of
equipment in 2011. These will be retained and new equipment will be installed
around the existing equipment.

3.2 The Queen's Crescent site is a reasonably large open space with housing looking
onto the play area. It already accommodates a play area but a skate park might be
less acceptable to the neighbouring dwellings than the play area. There would
require to be consultation at least with these residents if a skate park was to be
provided. A user group would be required to consult with on the design of a
wheeled sports facility and to ensure that it was really a facility that would be used



locally by a lot of young people. Culture NL's play services team could conduct
such a consultation.

3.3 Committee is asked to note that there is already a skate park located in West End
Park in Coatbridge that is a short bus journey away.

4. RECOMMENDATIONS

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is recommended to:

(i) agree that the Culture NL Play Services team look into the possibility of
carrying out a consultation on the proposed play area at Queen's Crescent,
Bargeddie;

(ii) note the plans for the upgrading of the existing play area at Queen's
Crescent, Bargeddie and

(iii) that the petitioners representative be advised of these recommendations if
approved by the Learning and Leisure Services Committee.
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Members seeking further information on the content of this report are asked to contact:

Lizanne McMurrich, Head of Community Information & Learning on 01236 812338


