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Background

1.1 Curriculum for Excellence refers to the curriculum as "the totality of all that is planned" as
part of the educational experience of young people. North Lanarkshire Council's Learning
and Leisure Services policy, 'Raising Achievement for All 3 − Experiences to Last a
Lifetime' emphasises that learning which takes place outwith the classroom in a wide
range of settings and contexts is as important as that which takes place within.

1.2 Out of school hours learning is integral to young people's learning across all educational
establishments in North Lanarkshire and plays a key role in raising achievement and
attainment levels, removing barriers to learning and offering educational experiences
which are broad and diverse, challenging, relevant and fun for all learners.

1.3 Out of school hours learning and support to raise attainment include:

School based Supported Study to Raise Attainment
Focus West programme in partnership with Scottish Funding Council
Widening Participation: Reach Programme in partnership with the University of
Glasgow

2. School based Supported Study to Raise Attainment

2.1 Funds are downloaded to all schools from Learning & Leisure Services annually to
support the delivery of out of school hours learning. Funding allocated is based on a
formula which takes account of school roll, percentage of young people with free meal
entitlement and number of young people requiring transport to get to and from school.
Schools are given clear parameters and guidance for spending.

2.2 Within Secondary Schools out of school hours learning funds are most widely used to
provide study support to assist in raising attainment for young people S4−6. Supported
Study Sessions take place during lunchtimes, after the pupil day, over weekends and
during the Spring Holidays. These sessions allow teaching staff and young people to
consolidate and revise learning.

2.3 Allocated funds assist with the costs incurred by Study Support Programmes, particularly
around transport, additional materials and resources but are not used to pay additional
salary to teachers.

2.4 Although the diverse range of activities and programmes offered under the broad banner
of out of school hours learning/supported study are most commonly focused on additional



subject/coursework and study skills with an emphasis on improving attainment there are
also more holistic programmes designed to develop citizenship and lifeskills in young
people. These opportunities include:

• Transition Programmes including the Summer Transitions Schools
• Residential Experiences focusing on either academic areas or personal skills
• Breakfast Clubs
• Sports Clubs/Physical Activities
• Creative Activities
• Mentoring Clubs/Activities

3. Additional Support in Raising Attainment: Focus West

3.1 North Lanarkshire's Learning and Leisure Services work in partnership with the Scottish
Funding Council's Focus West Programme. This aims to increase progression to higher
education from the 30 lowest progression schools i.e. those with 22% or less progression
to Higher Education (based on 5−year trend data) in the West of Scotland.

3.2 This work supports the entitlements of the Senior Phase of Curriculum for Excellence as
planned through 16+ Learning Choices. Activity focuses on targeted and sustained
support to pupils to achieve progression to Higher Education in both college and
university. Support is offered to targeted young people from S3−S6 and includes:

• S3 Campus Days
• S4 two days on study schools
• S5/6 Routes for All − helping to prepare students for high education
• S5/6 Top−Up Programme − pupils complete an academic assignment and are

introduced to the generic skills associated with higher education. Successful
completion of the assignment can directly aid admission to HE

3.2 In 2012−13 Focus West continued to make a tangible impact on progression figures to
Higher Education in our target schools in North Lanarkshire.

3.3 The higher education progression rate for the five year period from 2009−2013 in target
schools is shown below:

North Lanarkshire
BeUshill Academy
Calderhead High
School
Caldervale High
School
Clyde Valley High
School
Coatbridge High
School

2009 HE 2013 HE %change
SIMD progression progresslo from2009−Quintile

rate% nrate 2013

2 12.1 34.0 +21.9

3 I 17.51 28.31 +1

4 I 23 I 28.2 1 +5.2

18.5 1 21.2 I +2.7

2 1 27 1 26.4 1 −0.6



4. Support in Raising Attainment: Widening Participation Reach Programme

In partnership with the University of Glasgow, 17 North Lanarkshire Schools are working
on the widening participation 'Reach Programme'. The programme focuses on supporting
S4−6 pupils who are interested in and appear to have the potential to study one of the
high−demand professions of medicine, law, dentistry and veterinary medicine.

4.1 As well as helping pupils develop skills and prepare them for university, successful
completion of the Reach Programme can increase the number of pupils gaining a place
in their chosen subject. The following tables show the numbers of young people
involved.

NLC Pupils involved in S4 S5 S6
Reach Programme
2012−13 107 73 25
2013−14 155 109 24

5. Impact of Supported Study

There are many initiatives designed to improve attainment in our schools and therefore
even with robust monitoring in place it is difficult to attribute positive outcomes solely to
Supported Study. However, the views of school staff, young people and parents clearly
indicate that Supported Study is a highly valued aspect of young people's education,
which provides them with valuable additional support and instils greater confidence in
preparing them for national examinations.

National research has demonstrated a clear link between Supported Study and increased
motivation to learn, self−esteem and improved academic performance.

6. Improvements in National Qualifications

6.1 The Raising Achievement for All Performance Report 2012−13 highlights a number of
positive trends. Over a five−year period (2009−2013), North Lanarkshire young people
continue to improve in attainment overall in the Scottish Qualifications Authority national
qualifications.

6.2 The percentage of pupils gaining five or more awards at Credit or Intermediate 2 atpre−appeal
as well as at Higher continues to show significant improvements year on year.

See tables below. (All data is for a single year and is shown as a percentage of the
appropriate S4 roll. Figures for 2009−2012 are post appeal, while for 2013 they arepre−appeal.)

Percentage o f candidates attaining 5 or more awards at Level 5 or better by the end o f S6

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
North Lanarkshire 42.4% 46.8% 49.8% 51.1% 53.7%
National 48.0% 50.3% 53.0% 54.9% 56.4%

Percentage o f candidates attaining 3 or more awards at Higher o r better by the end o f S6



2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
North Lanarkshire 24.7% 30.3% 30.9% 33.4% 34.7%
National 31.0% 33.2% 35.3% 36.8% 37.8%

Percentage of candidates attaining 5 or more awards at Higher or better by the end of S6

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
North Lanarkshire 15.5% 18.9% 19.8% 22.0% 23.8%
National 20.5% 22.3% 23.9% 25.7% 26.1%

7. Improvements in Scottish Leaver Destination Results (SLDR)

The table below shows a positive five year trend in the number of young people entering
higher or further education over the period from 2008/9−2012/13.

SLDR 2008−2009 2009−2010 2010−2011 2011−2012 2012−2013

North Lanarkshire Council (%) 58.0 59.3 59.6 62.7 64.6

National (%) 61.9 62.8 62.9 64.1 64.3

8. RECOMMENDATIONS

The learning and leisure services committee is asked to:

• Note the range and quality of out of school hours learning provision being
undertaken in our schools

• Note the impact of supported study in raising attainment and achievement for
young people across North Lanarkshire

\>M

Isabelle Boyd
Head of Education Standards and Inclusion
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