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1. Introduction

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee regarding an approach made by North Lanarkshire
Leisure Limited (NLL) for funding to support Team North Lanarkshire's participation in the 2014
International Children's Games (ICG) in Lake Macquarrie, Australia.

2. Background

2.1 History of the Games and North Lanarkshire's Participation in the Games

As members are aware, North Lanarkshire has participated in the International Children's Games since
2008. Demand to take part in the games considerably outweighs the number of places available.
Accordingly, this principally 'city event', is by invitation only. The hosting city is able to extend invitations
to sister cities which previously had not taken part in the games. In the year 2000, Hamilton in Canada
decided to invite the 'Hamiltons' from around the world hence the reason that South Lanarkshire, being
home to the original Hamilton, first got involved in the games.

The games themselves had originally been conceived by a Slovenian sports instructor Metod Klemenc,
who was born in 1934 in Ljubljana. The reason stated by Metod as to why he started the games was:
"My childhood suffered from the Second World War. It destroyed my family. Since I − within my
possibilities − wanted to create a better world based on friendship, sport seemed to be one of the best
means to bring together young people from different countries." The 1st International Children's Games
took place in 1968.

Since then the games have grown significantly in size. When North and South Lanarkshire Councils
hosted the event in 2011 it was the world's biggest youth sporting event that year attracting 1,300
competitors and coaches, representing 77 world cities from 33 countries worldwide. ICG is an
International Olympic Committee−recognised event.

2.2 2013 ICG Windsor, Canada

In recognition of the success of the games which North Lanarkshire hosted in 2011 the ICG Executive
Committee agreed that North Lanarkshire could send a team in its own right to subsequent games.

An evaluation report on team North Lanarkshire's participation in the 2013 ICC is included in Appendix 1
for the information of members.

3. Considerations

ICG 2014 Lake MacQuarrie, Australia

As expected with large international youth sports events such as the ICG, where inclusion is
competitively sought, the registration process for taking part in the games is both fairly detailed and
complex, with a range of deadlines that must be strictly adhered to. The process of registering Team
Lanarkshire's intent to participate has been instigated by NLL and the initial nominal fees paid to the ICG
organising committee in Germany so that deadlines were met.
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Continuing to participate in the Games is an important and agreed legacy arising from Lanarkshire
hosting the Games in 2011.

This year the ICG is taking place in Lake Macquarrie, Australia from the 6th
−

1 1I December 2014.

The ICG sports for these games are:

Athletics
Swimming
Football
Golf
Gymnastics
Sailing
BMX
Water Polo

The outcome of an initial evaluation carried out by North Lanarkshire Leisure indicates that North
Lanarkshire could possibly take a team to compete in the following sports:

Athletics
Swimming
Football
Golf

The final make up of the team is being considered at present following consultation with local sports
clubs, groups and relevant organisations.

The maximum official delegation size permitted for participation in Lake Macquarie is 24, comprising of a
maximum of 18 athletes, up to 4 coaches and a Head of Delegation and City Representatives. However,
it should be noted that the final team will depend on the likelihood of medal success as well as cost.

Sport in North Lanarkshire experiences a boost from participation in the ICG. Each club/school proud if
one of their own makes it into 'Team North Lanarkshire'. The chance to be part of the team is a great
incentive for club members to lift their performance levels.

Many of the participants in previous Games use the experience as a spring−board with a number going
on to represent at regional, national and even international level, when they progress into senior sporting
competition.

As a previous games host, North Lanarkshire has voting responsibilities on the ICG Committee.
Therefore the City Representative has a number of formal technical and Civic duties to perform as part
of the official representative on behalf of their prospective and unique former host city status.

4. Corporate Considerations

Financial Considerations

The costs to be met by the participating team/city are travel and preparation costs. However with such a
team travelling such distances, the appropriate preparation, travel and welfare considerations require to
be put in place.

Historically the costs of participation have been met from sponsorship, and contribution from partners.
Therefore 2014 will be progressed in the same way with the total cost of approximately £65k being
funded from sponsorship, NLL and its partners. The proposed level of support to be provided by NLC is
£20,000.
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5. Recommendations

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is invited to:

(i) note the history of North Lanarkshire's participation in the Games since 2008.
(ii) note Team North Lanarkshire's performance in the 2013 Games in the City of Windsor, Canada (as

outlined in Appendix 1);
(iii) note the arrangements for Team North Lanarkshire's participation in the 48th ICG in Lake Macquarie,

Australia in December 2014 (arrangements co−ordinated by North Lanarkshire Leisure); and
(iv) approve a funding allocation of £20,000 towards the costs of team North Lanarkshire's participation

in the 2014 ICG.

Lizannj4eMiiirrich
j , a d f Community Learning & Development

Members wishing further information should contact:

Lizanne McMurrich, Head of Community Learning & Development on 01236 812279 or e−mail:
mcmurrichknorthIan.qov. uk.
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APPENDIX 1

2013 ICG Windsor Canada − Evaluation Report

The City of Windsor located in Essex County, Canada staged what proved to be another well supported ICG,
with spectacular opening and closing ceremonies.

The sports included in the Windsor ICGwere:−athletics

swimming
football
baseball
basketball
gymnastics
tennis
volleyball

North Lanarkshire competed in swimming and football. Team North Lanarkshire consisted of 8 footballers(6−a−side
and 2 subs) for the boys football and 4 swimmers (2 boys and 2 girls) and two coaches.

Swim Team Report

The swim team was made up of swimmers from 3 clubs which are part of the North Lanarkshire Swimming
Development Group, as noted below:

• Coach − Cumbernauld Amateur Swimming Club
• Swimmer 1 − Bellshill Sharks ASC
• Swimmer 2— Motherwell and Wishaw ASC
• Swimmer 3— Cumbernauld ASC
• Swimmer 4— Cumbernauld ASC

All swimmers took part in 4 events each across the two days. All swimmers made at least 1 (B) Final and
swimmer 3 made an (A) final finishing in 7th place. It is worth noting that two swimmers will still be eligible to
take part in the 2014 ICG. From a coaching perspective, the swimmers worked very well in the lead up to the
event, taking part in both land conditioning and long course training in addition to their own training at their
home clubs. The results show considerable promise for the future and with the appropriate investment in
both time and focus the NL swim team can further improve in its performance.

Football Team Report

The team was made up from young people from local clubs including Motherwell and Hamilton. The players
took part in 4 training sessions, 2 games and a team building session before the games to familiarise
themselves with their teammates and to be comfortable in each other's company.

Following matches against teams from Pakistan, Hungary, Canada and Israel the North Lanarkshire Team
played Plock from Poland in the final, winning 4 − 2.

Notably, this was the 3rd consecutive ICG in a row where the boys football team from Lanarkshire have won
gold at the ICG.
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