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1. Purpose of report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Elected Members with an overview of proposed changes
to the calculation and methodology used to calculate primary school capacities following
production of recent Scottish Government guidance.

2. Background

2.1 The Schools General (Scotland) Regulations require all authorities to determine the maximum
number of pupils to be suitably accommodated in each teaching space. To meet this requirement
a capacity inventory must be maintained. Capacity methodology is an important factor in a
number of areas such as:
i) the application of admissions policy and placing request procedures;

ii) the calculation of utilisation rates within schools and the subsequent submission of core fact
data to the Scottish Government;

iii) the review of the management of education provision within individual establishments and
across establishments within North Lanarkshire; and

iv) the production of annual performance indicators.

2.2 In addition members will recall that on publication of the joint COSLA/Scottish Government report
"Commission on the Delivery of Rural Education" in April 2013, 32 recommendations were
included in the report.

2.3 Recommendation 23 read as follows:

"A consistent approach to school capacity modelling should be agreed between Scottish
Government and local authorities."

3. Proposed changes

3.1 The Scottish Government have produced guidelines on 'determining school capacities' in
conjunction with the 32 local authorities. North Lanarkshire Council provided information, along
with other local authorities, in the development of these guidelines.

3.2 Within the guidelines, the Scottish Government have proposed that all local authorities move to a
methodology which is based on 1.7m2 per pupil. The guidelines are based on 'wall to wall'
measurements which is the least complicated measure (excludes any possible furniture
variations).

3.3 Members will recall that the service presented a series of reports (one for each Local Area
Partnership area) to this committee in October 2012 which included a reference to the council
methodology for North Lanarkshire primary schools. This included recognising scope for future
review of capacity methodology calculation.

3.4 In addition to the proposed 1.7M2 per pupil aspiration, the Scottish Government recommend that
a minimum of 1.5M2 per pupil is guaranteed. Like North Lanarkshire, most other local authorities
do not have a minimum space requirement per pupil.

3.5 It is proposed that these changes are implemented as of January 2015.



3.6 These proposals only relate to primary school capacities. Interest is being gauged by Scottish
Government on whether proposals would be welcomed for secondary schools and further
guidelines on this will be dependent on the collective local authority interest.

4. Recommendations

4.1 It is recommended that the committee note the proposed changes to the primary school
capacities and agree to adopt the national recommendations to move to a standard 1.7M2 per
pupil calculation (and minimum 1.5M2 ) a s per the national guidelines; and

5.2 It is recommended that North Lanarkshire Council adopt these new guidelines from 1st January
2015.
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