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Residential Amenity 

4.32 Protection of residential amenity Is a basic aim of the local plan process. Poticies seek to protect 
residentlal areas from developments whlch are likely to cause nuisance to  local residents or to 
compromise road safety. Development such as childrens' nurseries and nursing homes are often 
best placed in residential areas. However, such facilities will only be acceptable if there Is no 
significant loss of residential amenity, parking facilities are adequate and unobtrusive and there are 
no overriding site specific problems (see Policy HG 3 below). 
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4.33 The following constderations will be taken into account when assessing planning applications for 

residential development. 

4.34 it is essential that the building of extensions and making other alterations to a dwelling are in 
keeping with the scale and character of Its surroundings in order that these do not detract from the 
appearance of the dwelling Itself or the streetscene. The following policy applies: 

HOUSINQ FOR SPECfAL NEEDS 

4.35 The changlng age structure of the population suggests that the Local Plan must glve particular 
consideration to the land use impllcations of providing for the Increasing numbers of elderly 
persons. The increasing emphasls on enabling people to stay in their own homes may reduce the 
need for additional housing sites. However, many elderly households are occupying larger general 
needs stock. The avallability of smaller, purpose designed accommodation could assist with 
community care and at the same time release housing for generei needs. 



The development of plots should respect the character of the surrounding area and buildings 
in terms of modelling, elevatlonal proportion and where the subdivision of feus is concerned, 
archltectural detailing. 

Any proposal of this nature must satisfy the foilowlng criteria: 

THE PLOT( S) 

Should: 

0 be sufficlent[y large and be a reasonable shape that can be developed in a manner In keeplng 
with the area. 

0 be of a scale in keeping with existtng feus in the locallty 
a have adequate road frontages 
a have unshared vehlcular access to each plot and 
0 be capable of development without significant loss of trees 

Should not: 

0 deprive an exlstlng house of adequate and reasonable private garden ground; be backland or 
constitute tandem development; involve a significant loss of trees. 

THE BUILDING(S) 

Should: 

be of a form and scale appropriate to the existing character and amenlty of the area 
generally conform in appearance to that of adjacent buildings 
(in the case of houses) have unshared vehicular access 
include a meanlngful area of private (I.e. rear) garden ground, commensurate with the amenity 
needs of the dwellinghouse in question. Fiats should have ample ground for amenlty and drying 
purposes and should have a suitable amount to provide a proper settlng for the building 
be bulk In conformity with local bulidlng lines and 
have adequate parking space for at least two cars per dwelling 

Should not: 

0 be closer than two metres to a common property boundary; and 
0 materially lnfrlnge on the dayllght/suniight of the adjacent propertles. 

Reference should also be made to Appendix 2 : Open Space Guidelines : Space Around Dwellings. 
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