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mainstream private housing. Such opportunities include the provision of housing for rent, shared 
ownership and special needs. Policy HSG 5 outlines the Council‘s support for the continuing 
involvement of housing associations and housing co-operatives during the period of the Local Plan. 
A number of projects, identified in Schedule HSG 5, are underway or programmed, for Housing 
Association development. The Local Plan confirms the Council’s commitment to these projects 
by allocating land for development and will support the designation of appropriate additional 
developments where the need for new housing for rent has been identified within the local housing 
strategy. 

There is an increaslng emphasis on enabling people to remain within their own homes in 
mainstream accommodation through the provision of adaptations and support services. 
Nevertheless, there is demand for Special Needs Housing which the Local Plan will facilitate by 
identifying sites for new development to satisfy current and forecast demands. Such provision is 
likely to be undertaken by Housing Associations and Schedule HSG 5 includes sites identified for 
such development. 

While this Policy sets out the Council’s commltment to review standards of provision within the Local 
Plan area, it should be noted that issues relating to vandaiism and under-use of sites are currently 
being considered by the Council. Although North Lanarkshire Council has met its required number of 
pitches, thereby enabling the Council and other agencies to act against Travellers setting up iilegal 
encampments, it is likely that the policy context concerning the provision of travellers sites will 
change over the period of the Local Plan following monitoring and review of approprlate provision. 
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Within the Plan area there are a range of land uses which have the potential to cause hazard or 
nuisance to adjoining homes, Examples include a variety of industrial developments, commercial 
activities, or businesses.which generate pollution, noise, dust, heavy traffic or are visually intrusive. 
In ensuring that conflict between uses that are largely incompatible with housing development does 
not arise, and to provide the highest possible standard of living and quality of housing environment 
to local residents, Policy HSG 7 has been formulated. This resists developments which are 
inconsistent with a residential setting. 

There are some developments which, although non residential in nature, are compatible within 
established housing areas and are required to serve the needs of residents. These include facilities 
such as local shops, chlid care facilities, nursing homes and health facilities. In recognition of this 
the Council will permit such uses within housing areas In appropriate circumstances where they 
satisfy a recognised deflciency, are in accordance with the other Policies in the Local Plan and do not 
adversely affect residential amenity. 
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3.39 With demands for new housing set to increase during the life of the Local Plan, it is important to 
ensure that there are sufficient housing opportunities, both in terms of quantity and quality. This is 
particularly important in town and village centres where housing serves an important social function 
in terms of providing a diverse mix of land uses, engendering a sense of place and providlng 
security in an area often devoid of actlvity outwith shopping hours. Accordingly the Council has taken 



an unacceptable increase in the scale of built development in the countryside and maintain the 
pressure to redevelop brownfield sites wlthln the existing urban areas. In order to protect the visual 
qualities and character of the rural areas replacement dwellings will be required to be sited withln 
the existing footprint where ever possible. 

3.52 The Council aims to ensure that proposals do not detract from the visual amenity of an area: the 
amenity of neighbours Is not adversely affected and that road safety is not compromised. In general 
terms, extensions and new constructions within the curtilage of a dwelling, such as garages, should 
reflect the scale and character of the existing building while seeking to enhance the environmental 
quality of the local area. 

3.53 It should be noted that many extenslons do not require planning consent and the Council has 
published “a householder’s guide to Permitted Development” which informs potential applicants 
whether or not planning consent is required. 

3.54 Where extensions are proposed which would affect a Listed Building (see Poky ENV 18) thde are 
special considerations which need to be taken into account. Listed Buildings are protected for their 
special architectural importance and therefore require to be carefully protected from inappropriate 
alterations and extensions. Similarly where extensions are proposed within a Conservation Area it 
is important that the character and appearance of the area is not affected by the proposal. As set 
out in Policy ENV 19 the Council will carefully consider the affect of the proposals on the area as a 
whole and not permit any proposal which would harm the character of the Conservation Area. 

3.51 The Council recognises that in some cases the erection of satellite dishes detracts from the 
appearance of a property and proves detrimental to the character of the area. Well placed satellite 
dishes on the other hand have limited Impact on the amenity of residential areas. It is therefore 
useful to guide residents on the least visually intrusive locations for satellite dlshes on their homes 
to reduce their vlSUal impact. In general it is considered good practice to place satellite dishes 
to the rear of a property and below the ridge of a roof. Information is available In the Council’s, 
“a householder’s guide to Permitted Development” on whether satellite dishes require planning 
permission. 
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The Council is aware that cycling is an inherently sustainable mode of travel whlch involves few 
environmental costs and is also an important recreational pursuit. However, facilities for cyclists 
are very poor. There are few formal tracks or routes within the Plan area, with most cyclists forced 
to travel on existing roads which are not designed to accommodate them; at present, the only road 
with 8 formal cyclaway as part of its design is the new Ravenscralg Spine Road. The Council is keen 
to improve the provision of cycle facilities as part of its commitment to promote more sustainable 
forms of transport and ensure the safety of cyclists, To achieve this, Policy TR 12 establishes the 
means by which facilities are to be improved during the life of the Locai Plan. 

The Council recognises that to improve facilities for cyclists it is necessary to take account of their 
specific requirements when designlng new roads schemes and traffic management programmes. 

Opportunities to introduce formalised cycling facilities to the Plan area are currently presented in proposals 
to extend the Edinburgh to Glasgow CKie Route which runs between Viewpark and Uddingston. The Council 
will support the development ofthis route as shown on the Proposals Map through Policy TR 12. The 
Council will also, wheie resources allow, seek out, construct and promote safe routes for cycling. 

Scope also exists for the Council to ensure the provision of appropriate facilities for cyclists in 
new development proposals by requiring developers to take account of the needs of cyclists. This 
requiremensf,js also set out in Policy TR 12. 

One important function of the Local Plan is to give prospective applicants and developer's advice 
on the factors to be considered by the Council when determining planning applications. Policy TR 
13 has been devised in recognition of this requirement and is intended to set out key development 
control and design guldance criteria. 

This Policy raects the Council's desire to ensure that all developments which generate traffic do 
not detrimentally effect the environment or adjoining land users. This supports the principles set 
out in Policy TR 2. Considerations regarding road safety are also significant as are the provisions 
made for access, parking and vehicular movements within and without a particular site. Moreover, in 
circumstames where significant levels of traffic are generated, the Council will require the provision 
of a Transport Assessment to  accompany development proposals. 

Policy TR 13 also expresses the Council's desire to ensure that developments satisfy the 
requirement to promote access for all, particularly to ensure that the needs of the disabled or those 
with access difficulties are suitably addressed. 


