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To: Airdrie Area Committee 

From: Chief Executive 

NORTH LANARKSHIFU3 COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Airdne and Villages Community 
Forum Minute 

I I 
Date: 9 March 1999 I Ref CEO12/023/005B 

1.0 Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to submit the minute of the Airdrie and Villages Community Forum 
meeting of 11 January 1999 to the Area Committee. The minute is attached as Appendix 1 to this 
report. 

2.0 Recommendations 

2.1 Airdrie Area Committee is requested to note the Airdrie and ViIIages Community Forum minute. 

Chief Executive 



Appendix One I3  

Minute of Meetinp of Airdrie and Villages Communitv Forum 
Held in Airdrie Community Education Centre on 11 Januarv 

1999 at 7.30pm 

PRESEBT: N Chambers, Longriggend Community Council; 
A Green, Longriggend Village; 
G Wyllie, Greengairs Community Council; 
M Macpherson, Pre 5’s and Children; 
E Nelson, Local Individual; 
N Pettigrew, Young People; 
0 McAvoy, Salsburgh Community Council; 
H McColl, Salsburgh Village; 
Dr I A Glen, Monkland Glen Communlty Council; 
J Armstrong, Disabled People and Speclal Needs; 
S Andrew, Communlty Development Organisatlons; 
E Rolink, Elderly People; 
J Maley, Local Individual; 
E McLaughlan, Plains Community Council; 
J Rintoul, Caldercruix Community Council; 
J Pennie, Pre 5’s and Children; 
J Davidson, Local Individual; and, 
R Davidson, Local Individual. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor G Russell; 
Councillor T Morgan; 
Councillor G Devine; 
Councillor J McGuigan; 
Councillor P Sullivan, 
M Hutton, Liaison Director; 
K Nicoll, Leisure Services Department; and. 
J Lees, Chief Executive’s Department. 

Reverend T Pollock; L Buchanan; E Watt; W Lawrie: -4 McGleish; 
Councillor H Lucas; Councillor D Stocks; P Kelly; and, J Gormley. 

APOLOGIES: 

1. WELCOME AND LVTRODUCTION 

Mr Hutton opened the meeting, welcomed those present and thanked everyone for 
attending. Forum members, North Lanarkshire Councillors and Council officers in 
attendance introduced themselves. 

2. APPROVAL OF -MINUTE OF PREVIOUS -MEETING 

The minute of the meeting of 24 November 1998 was approved by Mr Armstrong 
and seconded by Ms Macpherson. 
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3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTE 

i> Amointment to fill “Hobby and Special Interest Group” Cateeorv 

Miss Lees informed the Forum that she had received a completed 
Nomination Form from Mr Chapman seeking nomination as the Forum 
member representing Hobby and Special Interest Groups. The nomination 
was duly approved by the Forum. 

ii) Caldercruix Villaee Representative 

Mr Rintoul advised the Forum that the Caldercruix village representative’s 
position on the Forum should be carried as a vacancy until a local villager 
may be identified. 

iii) Press Release 

Mr Hutton advised the Forum that the press release had not been submitted 
to the Airdrie and Coatbridge Advertiser prior to Chnstmas due to competing 
demands for newspaper space from Christmas parties and events. It was 
suggested and agreed that the press release should be deferred in the short 
term to allow the Forum to become more established with a clearer remit. 

4. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON ,4W VICE CHAIRPERSON 

Miss Lees reminded the Forum that nominations for the position of Chairperson had 
been submitted by hlr Macfarlane and Mr Maley, with Mr Macfarlane and Mr Maley 
also seeking nomination for the position of Vice Chairperson if unsuccessful in their 
nomination for Chairperson. 

She then informed the Forum that she had received a further late application from Dr 
Glen seeking nomination for the position of Vice Chairperson and the Forum was 
requested to decide whether this nomination would be accepted and considered. 
Forum members agreed to accept Dr Glen’s nomination and spent some time 
discussing how best to proceed with the elections. It was noted that Mr Macfarlane’s 
absence from the Community Forum was most unusual. 

Having considered the matter, the Community Forum agreed:- 

i> to proceed with an election for the position of Chairperson with the nominees 
being Mr Macfarlane and Mr Maley; 

ii) to defer the election for the position of Vice Chairperson to the next meeting; 
and, 

iii) to provide Forum members with a further opportunity to submit nominations 
for the positions of Vice Chairperson, Secretary and Minute Secretary, with 
the closing date for any such nominations being 29 January 1999. 

The Community Forum then proceeded to vote by secret ballot for the Chairperson’s 
position with Mr Maley duly elected by 16 votes (6 proxy) to 7 (1 proxy). 



5. FUTURE LINKS AND LIAISON AWNGEMENTS WITH AIRDRIE 
AREA COMMITTEE 

Mr Hutton introduced Councillor Morgan as Vice Convener of Airdrie Area 
committee and he explained that at the previous Area Committee meeting held on 8 
December 1998 the Committee had suggested meeting with the Forum to discuss 
liaison and communication arrangements. 

Councillor Morgan thanked Forum members for providing the opportunity to meet 
together and he congratulated Airdrie and Villages Community Forum on their 
organisation to date. He explained that Airdrie Area Committee is now well 
established and beginning to make progress with regard to a number of local issues. 

Councillor Morgan emphasised that the Area Committee looked forward to an open 
and two-way information sharing relationship with the Community Forum and he 
invited Forum members to ask any questions or raise any issues with either himself 
or the other Councillors. 

i) Ouportunitv to influence Council decisions: 

Mr McLaughlan asked about the potential for the Community Forum to influence 
Council decisions. 

Councillor Morgan replied that although the majority of Council decisions were 
taken at the central service Committees, with limited authority with regard to 
Community Grants delegated to the Area Committee, there was the potential for 
the Area Committee to act as a filter and make the views of both the Forum and the 
Area Committee itself known to the appropriate central Committee. He referred to 
the recent example of the development at Brownsburn where the Area Committee 
had remitted its recommendations to the Planning and Development Committee. 

ii) Airdrie Town Centre Plan 

Mrs Rolink referred to a recent article in the Evening Times regarding Airdrie Town 
Centre and she asked Members for information on Council proposals regarding the 
upgrading of the Town Centre. 

Councillor Sullivan referred to the draft Town Centre Action Plan prepared by the 
Planning and Development Department and he suggested that the Foruin spend some 
time considering the recommendations contained within the Plan and the Forum may 
wish to submit its views to the Department. Councillor Sullivan reminded the Forum 
that a number of recent developments within Airdrie Town Centre are the 
responsibility of private developers. 

iii) Communication Links 

Mr Davidson requested clarification on the links between Area Committees, central 
Committees and Heads of Department and he asked about the most appropriate 
channels through which to raise complaints. 



Councillor Morgan explained that complaints or queries may be raised in the first 
instance with the appropriate Department and may be raised thereafter with the 
relevant constituency Councillor if it is .felt that a satisfactory solution or answer has 
not been provided. Councillor Morgan explained that it was more appropriate for the 
Area Committee to deal with common or strategic issues which affected a wide 
representation of Airdrie residents rather than individual matters. Mr Hutton agreed 
to meet with Mr Davidson outwith the Forum meeting to discuss any particular 
matters he referred to in more detail. 

iv) Allocation of resources to village areas 

Ms McColl requested clarification on the allocation of resources and asked if the 
villages were disadvantaged when resources were allocated to Airdrie Town Centre. 

Councillor Morgan explained that resources were allocated on the basis of need. 

Councillor Sullivan highlighted that it was often possible to attract money from 
external sources to undertake worlc rural areas and he referred to previous 
partnerships between the Council, Lanarkshire Development Agency and the private 
sector to re-develop village main streets. 

6.  VENUE FOR FUTURE AREA COMMITTEE AND COMMUNITY 
FORUM MEETINGS 

Mr Hutton advised the Forum that the Area Committee had originally agreed to meet 
in Airdrie Community Education Centre until such time as the Forum was 
established and in a position to advise on more suitable locations. He also explained 
that the Area Committee would be happy to rotate the venue for alternate meetings to 
allow greater local involvement. 

The Community forum spent some time considering this matter and after discussion 
it was agreed that it was most appropriate for both the Area Committee and the 
Community Forum to continue to hold their meetings in the Airdrie Community 
Education Centre given the central location of the venue. It was recognised that 
villagers travelling to a meeting in another village are often required to change buses 
in Airdrie and considerable time must be allowed for travelling. It was further 
agreed that may be particular circumstances there within a village area which would 
make it beneficial for both the Forum and Area Committee to hold meetings in that 
village and accordingly the Forum and Committee should have the discretion to re- 
locate for a particular meeting where necessary. 

7. CLOSE OF MEETn\lG 

Mr Rintoul, on behalf of the Forum thanked the Councillors for attending and i t  was 
agreed that the meeting had proved to be a useful introduction and exchange of 
information. 

Councillor Sullivan highlighted that whilst the Area Committee fully supported the 
Community Forum it would not always be possible for individual Councillors to 
attend Community Forum Meetings. 

DATE OF NEXT 

Tuesday 23 February 1999 at 7.30pn-1. 




