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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan projects and initiatives. The report also provides an update on 
progress made on developing a new Town Centre Framework and Action Plan for Airdrie town 
centre. 

Airdrie Town Centre Framework and Action Plan 

Survey work on a new Town Centre Framework and Action Plan for Airdrie town centre has 
been undertaken, involving surveys with local businesses and customers of the town centre, 
and with local High School pupils. Public drop-in sessions are being held within an empty shop 
unit on Graham Street during the last week in June. The first stage Airdrie town centre 
consultation workshop was held on Monday 29’ April and involved representatives from North 
Lanarkshire Council Services, public sector partners, Airdrie Crime Prevention Panel and 
Airdrie Ward Councillors. Feedback from the survey work, public drop-ins and consultation 
workshop is currently being collated and will inform the identification of a set of key issues for 
Airdrie town centre and the preparation of a draft main aim, outcomes and actions for the new 
Framework and Action Plan. This will form the basis of a second round of consultation 
workshops to be held during Autumn 2013. Information is on-line at 
www.northlanarkshire.aov.uk/airdrie . 

Project Updates 

Airdrie Town Centre - streetscaDe works 
Works to replace temporary tarmac patching, damaged and compromised sections of paving 
within Graham Street pedestrian areas commenced on site in May 2013. Work is progressing 
well on site and is due to be completed by early July 2013. The funding for these works has 
been met jointly by the Roads and Transportation Capital Budget with a contribution from 
Planning and Development’s Town Centres Capital Budget in 201 2/13. Thicker, more robust 
Caithness stone paving slabs are being laid to replace damaged and patched areas of paving. 
A more robust mortar bedding system is also being utilised that has proven to be effective in 
other areas of the town centre. 

Sir John Wilson Town Hall 
Work is progressing on refining the design details for submission of a Listed Building Consent 
Application for feature lighting works at Sir John Wilson Town Hall. These works will be 
implemented during 201 3/14 with funding from the Local Development Programme. As 
reported at the last Local Area Partnership meeting there is presently no funding available to 
take forward public realm improvements to the front of the town hall. It is intended that a 
redesign exercise of the public realm proposals will be progressed by North Lanarkshire 
Council Landscape Services this financial year to take into account the constraints presented 
by shallow utilities infrastructure, and in readiness for progression of the project should funding 
become available. 
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Town April May June 

Centre 201 3 201 3 201 3 

Airdrie 551,066 560,424 565,493 

Former Orr’s buildinq 
Discussions on the former Orr’s building on South Bridge Street continue between the council 
and the owners of the building, Clyde Valley Housing Association on the timescale for taking 
forward redevelopment of the building. Clyde Valley Housing Association will be invited to a 
future meeting of the Local Area Partnership to provide a detailed update. 

End of Q1 % comparison 

Q1 2012/13 and Q1 2013/14 

1676,983 - 0.83% 

National Review of Town Centres 

Malcolm Fraser’s External Advisory Group reported to the Scottish Government on 4‘h July 
with key recommendations for re-energising Scotland’s town centres. The review - guided by 
the principles of Diversity, Empowerment and Pragmatism, identified “Leadership and 
Collaboration” as the key. Their recommendations were made under 6 themes:- 
0 Town Centre Living 
0 Vibrant Local Economies 
0 Enterprising Communities 
0 Accessible Public Services 
0 Digital Towns 
0 Proactive Planning. 
Underpinning all of this is the key principle of “Town Centres First” - which is already included 
in the draft Scottish Planning Policy currently out to consultation. 

It includes a number of proposals to help breathe new life into town centres. 
A ‘town centre first’ principle whereby public bodies will consider how they can support 
town centres before considering development elsewhere 
Working with housing providers to bring empty town centre properties back into use as 
affordable housing 
A town centre focus to review current business rates incentivisation schemes 
A recommendation that public bodies should consider the impact of proposals to 
relocate services out of town centres 
Broadening the appeal of town centres with a mix of leisure, public facilities and homes 

Officers will be addressing the points made in the emerging Town Centre Action Plans. The 
report is on-line at htt~://~w.scotland.aov.uk/Publicationd2013/07/7250 

Town Centre Activities 

Vacancy Rates: The Local Data Company has an average UK shop vacancy rate average of 
14.1 % (May 201 3) whereas the British Retail Consortium suggests the national UK town 
centre vacancy rate was 10.9% in January 201 3. Airdrie still sits well under this national 
average rate at only 8.6%. 

5.2 Footfall 



5.2 Airdrie Events 

TCA delivered the Airdrie’s ‘Wee’ Fair Day on the 26‘h of June 201 3 with an increase in footfall 
of 2.21% compared to last years event day. The next Town Centre Alliance Group will meet 
on 5‘h August 2013 at 5.30pm at the Tudor Hotel, Airdrie. 

6. Recommendations 

6.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING & REGENERATION 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Kirsty Gray on 01 236 632629 (1 7 June 201 3) 


