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1. Introduction

This Report covers issues and concerns raised by Forum Members at our
January 2014 and February 2014 meetings. Members will know the proposed
merger of Our Lady's High School and Taylor High to form a joint campus
including Bothwell High is a really hot topic of discussion among the schools
communities. The proposal was touched on at our meeting in February and is
sure to feature prominently in future submissions to the LAT and LAP.

2. Forum Action Plan 2014−15

The LAP will recall Motherwell Community Forum working in partnership with
NLC and NHS Lanarkshire organised a Well Said Community Engagement Event
last October. Key themes and concerns voiced by the community at that event
have now been incorporated in our Action Plan for 2014−15 and some of these
key issues will be reflected in the Local Area Team Action Plan after discussion.

3. Muirhouse and Flemington − Biomass District Heating Project

The Forum is working with NLC Officers and local residents/tenants and
community groups to create an event that will encourage, inform and support
discussion among the community on the proposal to introduce a Biomass Plant
that will provided heating for seven towers in the Muirhouse and Flemington area.
The plant is expected to greatly reduce the energy costs for tenants in these
towers.

The Forum supports the aspiration for the project and would take this opportunity
to commend the effort, time and commitment of the appointed Council Officer for
his willingness to engage with the community at this early stage.

We envisaged that the event will be created, developed in discussion with the
local tenants most affected by the proposal. However, the event will also give
others with an interest in this innovative proposal the opportunity to participate in
the discussions.
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4. Restorative Justice Presentation

Officers from Restorative Justice attended the February meeting of the Forum
where they made a comprehensive presentation on the work that they undertake
in support offenders in our area. Forum members were impressed by the
presentation and had a lively discussion about the programme.

5. CE Fund Annual Report and Action Plan for 2014−15

The End of Year Report for our NHS Lanarkshire Community Engagement Fund
Action Plan 2013−14 is nearing completion. We are pleased to report that the
Action Plan has been delivered in full. Work is ongoing to bring together the
Action Plan for 2014−15.

6. Town Centre Action Plans

The LAP will recall that MCF has been instrumental in the creation of the Town
Centre Action Plan for our town. We have requested updates on progress in
bringing the Action Plan together. We are pleased to read in the Public Notice
posted in the Motherwell Times of Wednesday 19 March 2014, page 48 that the
final consultation on the Draft Action Plan has now been published. We will
comment.

7. Forgewood − Community Hub

The Chair attended by invitation the drop−in day organised by the Forgewood
Housing Co−operative on their plans for the construction of a new community hub
for Forgewood. The proposal were it come to fruition would be a tremendous
asset to the area.
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