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1. Introduction

Due to our summer break, the Forum has met only once since the last meeting of the
Local Area Partnership. Our August meeting was poignant for Forum members as we
took this opportunity to present Felix with a cake as a small token of our appreciation for
all he has done for the group and wider community over his 14 years as Chair, in this
context our presentation of a cake seemed wholly inadequate but it is a measure of the
man that he had made it clear to the group that he wanted no fuss. It is fair to say that
Felix's decision left the Forum in a state of shock and flux. However, the newly appointed
Office Bearers used the summer break to good effect so that by the August meeting we
have a clear idea of our respective roles and responsibilities. This Report is therefore
somewhat truncated due to change of Office Bearers and the fact the Forum has met
only once since the last meeting of the LAP.

2. Forum Development

The appointment of new Office Bearers and the ongoing work on our Action Plan has
presented the Forum with the opportunity to take a wider look at all aspects of how we
go about our business. The Office Bearers are in discussion with our partners about how
We can best build on our current working relationship and make changes to our
processes and structure that will ensure we continue to meet the standards expected of
us. Our aim is to complete the review in time to present any proposed changes for
adoption by members at our next AGM. We shall keep the LAP informed of
developments in this regard.

3. Schools Merger

At our August meeting, the Forum discussed the results of the Consultation on the
proposed merger of Our Lady's High and Taylor High Schools and the construction of a
new schools campus incorporating Bothwellpark High School on the Ravenscraig site...
The Forum noted the responses were as comprehensive as they were technically
detailed. The extent of unhappiness about the proposals among the key stakeholders
was clear to see. Having considered the responses the Forum reiterated our own
opposition to the proposals. However, our discussion has been overtaken by events,
since our last meeting the Council has voted not to endorse the proposals and instead
has commissioned a review of the schools estate in our area. The issue will be on the
Agenda for discussion at our September meeting even so it is clear from the emails that
we have received from Forum members and by way of comments on Social Media that
the decision to reject the proposal is greatly welcomed by our community.



4. Post Office − Closure and relocation

There have been several applications for the relocation and proposed closures of local
Post Offices of late. It is not clear to what extent these proposals are as a result of the
Privatisation of Royal Mail and or a change of business in this age where more of the
services offered by the Post Office are available as Digital by Default or can be sourced
online. However, in spite of these changes the importance of Post Office network and the
services it provides and offers remains a crucial service in our communities. Given that
local Post Offices are often located in some of our most disadvantage areas any closure
or relocation of services could have a disproportionate adverse effect on some of the
most vulnerable members of our community, for example, those with mobility issues, our
older people and those without access to the Internet. Having considered the matter, the
Forum feels the Council should monitor proposed closures of these vital services and
consider the impact of any closure and or relocation on the local community.

5. Muirhouse and Flemington − Community Healthy Games 2014

Drawing on funds available to us by way of the NHS Lanarkshire Community
Engagement Fund we were able to support the Muirhouse and Flemington Residents
Group Common Health Games 2014. The organising committed supported by NHS
Lanarkshire staff and officers from NHS Lanarkshire have created a programme of
events that are aimed at the family with activities that should offer something for all age
groups.

6. Action for Craignuek

The Forum receives regular updates on the work being done in and around the
Craignuek area as part of the Action for Craignuek initiative. Circumstances have meant
that we have not been able to send representatives to recent meetings of the group;
even so, we remain fully committed to supporting this exciting initiative. We hope to
feature the work done in and around the area over the past nine months in the next
edition of Well Said (our newsletter).
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