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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update progress made on the Motherwell Town Centre 
Action Plan and the status of the projects and initiatives contained therein. 

Background 

During the last financial year, the Area Committee was given updates on the range of 
projects that are identified in the approved Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan as being 
the priority for the Council, public and private sector partners and the local community to 
deliver long term and sustained regeneration. The projects and initiatives are identified as 
having short, medium or long-term timescales for delivery. (Short = 1-3 years, Medium = 3- 
5 years and long term = 5 + years) 

The 2006/07 financial year is the second year of the Action Plan. There is a multi-agency 
and wide ranging approach that is being taken towards regeneration in Motherwell Town 
Centre and the Planning & Environment Department will continue to build on the successes 
that have been achieved in 2005406 

Project Updates 

The Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan is one of a range of Plans produced by the 
Planning & Environment Department for town centres across North Lanarkshire. The Action 
Plans have been written following three themes that were identified in a Lanarkshire wide 
Town Centre Intervention Strategy that sought to identify strategic priorities for town centres 
to protect their viability, economic performance and social function. 

During 2006/7 investment and continued progress will result in the following themes being 
realised through the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan: 

Design and Quality 

0 Work is well underway on the f800,OOO project to provide both internal and external 
improvements to the town centre underpasses. This project was identified as short-term 
and is scheduled for completion by summer 2006. 

The external works relating to this contract comprise landscaping works to Barrie Street, 
Merry Street and West Hamilton Street Underpasses, including re-surfacing works to 
the approaches and through the underpasses, improved planting, new fencing and 
custom-made handrails. The internal underpasses project varies at each location: 



1. Barrie Street Underpass - Installation of new lighting system to the underpass and 
approach ramp, repairs and painting of ceiling and new decorative tiling. 

2. West Hamilton Street Underpass - Removal of temporary lighting system, installation 
of new lighting system and new decorative tiling within the underpass. 

3. Merry Street Underpass - Installation of new lighting system, repairs, painting ceiling 
and new decorative tiling. 

4. The Pend - New decorative tiles to replace existing tiling. 

0 The decorative tiling has been created through collaboration with an artist and a 
specialist tiling company. The artist commissioned new artwork and photography which 
was then transferred onto the tiles. At Barrie Street, the tiles are from paintings with a 
Motherwell connection; Merry Street will have sights of the world with a Motherwell- 
connected fact; West Hamilton Street will have travel as its theme - the River Clyde and 
the West Coast Mainline and the Pend will have photographs of local people from 
Motherwell incorporated into a photomontage. A 5-week exhibition of the artwork and 
photography was organised in conjunction with Community Services and launched on 
13'h April by Cllr Maginnis at Motherwell Heritage Centre. 

Diversification 

A masterplanning exercise for the Park Street/Scott Street area of Motherwell has been 
undertaken. The Council is now working in partnership with SEL and other agencies to 
develop a series of initial options for the regeneration of the area. This project was 
identified as a short-term project, and the masterplanning has been carried out in the 
first year to provide a sound basis for the development of regeneration options for the 
area. 

The Housing & Property Department of the Council are nearing conclusion of the 
process that will rationalise the ownership of the town centre commercial premises in 
favour of CIS Ltd, as part of MTCP. The Council is currently engaged in a process 
which looks to ensure that the new owner is aware of the Council's regeneration 
priorities, and tailors its investment accordingly. 

Brandon Parade South and Dalziel Workspace presents a positive retail opportunity for 
the owners - (MTCP). Discussions are continuing with MTCP in relation to future 
investment in the town centre which includes proposals for access to the Town Centre; 
car parking and environmental improvements and options for the redevelopment for the 
existing Asda store. 

Planning approval was granted and the contract to construct 80,000 sq. ft of office 
accommodation at Scott Street has begun. This project, upon completion, will provide 
business accommodation for both the public and the private sector and will contribute to 
the future regeneration of this important growth area of Motherwell Town Centre. 

Infrastructure 

It was been recognised that there was a need for a strategic assessment of traffic flows 
across the whole of the Motherwell-Ravenscraig-Wishaw Corridor. There were two 
separate reports commissioned: one for Motherwell and Ravenscraig and one for 
Wishaw. Funding from the Cities Growth Fund could not be released until 2006/07 
therefore, whilst the survey work was undertaken towards the end of the last financial 
year, the model is still under development. 
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0 Improvements to Motherwell Train Station (SPT Interim Solution) include replacement 
station building with direct access to High Road; enlargement of forecourt area; 
additional car parking; extended CCTV coverage and additional and improved bus 
stops and facilities. The Council is working in partnership with SPT who have produced 
a Draft Report on the multi-modal interchange proposals for Motherwell Train Station. 
This project is medium term, and the opportunity exists to develop appropriate 
environmental improvements in addition to the vital transportation links to the Town 
Centre and beyond. 

Summary 

The total amount spent on projects identified within the Motherwell Town Centre Action 
Plan during the last financial year amounted to just over flmillion. Over the course of this 
year, the remaining short-term projects and the four medium-term projects currently 
underway will be developed towards implementation. At the same time the long-term 
aspirations of the Action Plan will be progressed including those being promoted by 
partner agencies. 

Recommendations 

a) It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the 
projects and initiatives contained within the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan. 
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