
NO. .... ..2.. ......." 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject MOTHERWELL COMMUNITY 
FORUM 

To: MOTHERWELL AND DISTRICT AREA 
COMMITTEE 

1 From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

I Date: 21 AUGUST2006 1 Ref: BP/PW 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minute of the Motherwell Community Forum 
meeting to the Area Committee. The minute of 16 March and 1 June 2006 is attached as 
Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Motherwell and District Area Committee is requested to note the Motherwell Community 
Forum minute. 
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Motherwell Community Forum 

MINUTE o f  a Meeting o f  
Motherwell Community Forum 

held on 16th March 2006 
in Committee Room 1, Civic Centre, Motherwell. 

Presen9: Felix Mulholland (Chair), Annie Johnstone MBE (Vice-Chair), Stewart Gray 
(Ladywell Community Council), Mat t  Campbell (Roman Gardens Neighbourhood Watch & 
Residents Association), Frances Cairns (Cumbrae Dr  N‘hood Watch), Grace Westwood 
(Jerviston N’hood Group) and Gavin Nichol (Secretary). 

I n  Attendance: Mary Flannigan, Senior CL&D Worker, NLC. 

Agenda 
I tem 

N O  

Action 
Required 

bY 

1 Apologies for Absence & Chair’s Opening Remarks 

The Chair was not expected t o  attend the meeting until 7:45pm and in his 
absence it was agreed that the Vice-Chair should chair the meeting. 
Apologies f o r  absence had been received from Louise Law (Forgewood 
Community Council), Tommy Hughes (CAVOC) and Jonathan Smith (NLC). 

2 Minute from the Previous Meeting 

The Minute of the previous meeting held on the 16th February 2006 was 
agreed . 

3 Matters Arising 

None that wi l l  not be covered by subsequent Items. 

4 AGM 

The Annual General Meeting of the Forum will be held on Friday the 7th o f  
April. The Secretary had contacted Mr Hair the NHS Lanarkshire 
representative on the NLP t o  invite him to  be our guest speaker a t  the 
AGM. Unfortunately, Mr Hair is on holiday and is therefore unavailable. I t  
is possible that  another representative of NHS Lanarkshire may attend; if 
necessary, the Secretary is t o  contact the CEO, NHS Lanarkshire. 

SecY 

I n  order t o  help expand our membership, the Secretary and Mary 
Flannigan are t o  meet t o  review then t o  select organisations from the 
contact names/organisations that Community Learning & Development, NLC 
may have in their local office. 

SecY 

Our Vice-Chair will stand-down at  the AGM. Ail, at  the Forum, will sadly 

Page 1 o f  2 



Motherwell Community Forum 

miss her. Her efforts, over the years, on behalf of the Forum have been 
thoroughly appreciated. 

5 Forum's Future - Community Engagement & review of  "Making A 
bif ference" Communiw Conference repor?. 

The meeting re-read and thoroughly discussed the feedback report from 
our May 2002 'Making a Difference' community conference (Copy 
attached). Al l  the issues raised a t  the 5 workshops are sti l l  relevant today 
and st i l l  need our and NLC's attention. The 5 workshops were: - 

a) Health Promotion 
b) Housing 
c) Community Facilities 
d) Community Safety 
e) Community Forum Development 

How the Forum is allowed t o  effectively feed into the Local Area 
Committee, NLC sti l l  needs t o  be resolved. 

The Chair is the write t o  the CEO, NLC t o  express our concerns about the 
future of community forums. Mary Flannigan did outline a potential 
response that the Forum would get from the CEO. 

Chair 

6 AOCB 

Anita Henery has paid our website hosting renewal fee  o f  €2679. The 
Chair is t o  ensure that Anita is reimbursed. 

7 bate of Next Meeting 

The next Forum meeting wil l  be held in Committee Rooml, Civic Centre, 
Motherwell a t  7pm on Thursday the Mth May 2006. 

Felix Mulholland 
Felix Mulholland 
Chair 

Chair 

Note of Action; The mee ting scheduled for the lBih of May was postponed 
unfil the f i  of June, 
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Motherwell Community Forum 

MINUTE of a Meeting o f  
Motherwell CommuniTy Forum 

held on 1'' June 2006 
in the Forgewood Init iative Building, Kylemore Crescent, Forgewood 

Present: Felix Mulholland (Chair), Annie Johnstone MBE, Stewart Gray, 
Mat t  Campbell, Grace Westwood, Greg McFarfane, Bob Sommerville, Isobel Simpson, Jean 
Nicholson, Isabell Cutler, Kart Monsen-Elvick and Gavin Nichol (Secretary). 

In Attendance: Mary Flannigan, Senior CL&D Worker, NLC. 

Agenda 
Item 

N O  

1 

2 

3 

4 

Action 
Required 

by 

Apologies for  Absence & Chair's Opening Remarks 

The Chair welcomed and thanked members fo r  their presence at this 
temporary venue fo r  the Forum; our usual venue a t  the Civic Centre being 
unavailable tonight. Apologies fo r  absence had been received from Louise 
Law (Forgewood Community Council), Adam Caldwell (Princes Trust), Teressa 
Ward (Lanarkshire HA) and Cathy Brien (Forgewood Cooperative HA). 

Minute from the Previous Meeting 

The Minute of the previous meeting held on the lfjth March 2006 was 
agreed. 

Mutters Arising 

None. 

Play Area - Feedback 

Secretary 

The Forum has been concerned fo r  some time about the provision of safe 
Play Areas for our children, Of particular concern has been the lack of 
maintenance and supervision of the Local Authority Play Areas. Recently, the 
Forum has been closely involved with the future of the abandoned Play Area 
in Forgewood. Jonathan Smith, NLC had e-mailed the Forum with an update 
on the current community consultation process over the future of  play area 
provision in Forgewood. A public consultation event is t o  be held later this 
month after which a final decision on the Play Area's future will be made. 

Stewart Gray outlined problems with play area provision in the Ladywell area 
and the Community Council's effort t o  resolve them. Stewart will formally 
write t o  the Forum t o  both explain the situation and t o  seek our assistance. 

S. Gray 
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5 Feedback on Forum's representation on Community Health Partnerships 
(CHPs) NHS Lanarkshire 

With the aid of Consultants, NLC has been trying t o  identify how Forums 
should be represented on both CHPs and the new Local Area Partnerships 
(LAPs). This process has been on going since the autumn of 2005; at  least 
three meetings, which were open t o  all Forums, have been held, No progress 
at  all has been achieved on Forum representation on the LAPs; some 
progress has been made on Forum representation on the CHP. 

A wide-ranging discussion on the issues involved ensued. Some o f  the main 
points raised are: - 

a) 
report community concerns/issues to  the CHP. 

Confusion sti l l  exists on how Forums will be represented on and 

b) A definitive future role fo r  all Forums is sti l l  in doubt. 

c) 
'bottom up'. 

As is usual, the whole process has been one of 'top down' and not 

d) 
wil l the required increased financial assistance come from? 
If a wider role fo r  the Forums is expected in the future, where 

6 NLC's Special Uplifts 

With no prior community consultation, North Lanarkshire Council has made a 
dramatic change t o  the Special Uplift service. The service wil l  no longer be 
completely free. Individuals, voluntary groups and local agencies have 
expressed dismay at this change. 

Concerns were raised over: - 
a) Increased f ly-tipping. 
b) The detrimental impact on the environment. 
c) The increased fire risk - prior t o  this change in the Special 

Uplift service, a substantial proportion o f  the Fire Brigade's 
call-outs were t o  fires associated with f ly-tipped rubbish. 

d) The financial cost t o  residents f o r  a Special Uplift. 
e) The new poorer method by which the uplifts are now arranged. 

7 AOCB 

4 Since our AGM the Forum has been without a Treasurer. Mat t  
Campbell kindly volunteered t o  assume this important O f f  ice Bearer's 
role. The meeting unanimously confirmed Mat t  Campbell as our 
Treasurer. Our Off ice Bearers are Felix Mulholland (Chair), Tommy 
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Motherwell Communily Forum 

. 
Hughes (Vice Chair), Matt  Campbell (Treasurer) and Gavin Nichol 
(Secretary). 

b) NLC has withdrawn the financing of the consultants who were 
engaged t o  resolve the issues surrounding the participation o f  
Forums in both CHPs (see I t em 5) and the LAPS. 

4 NLC wish a copy of our (plus all other Community Forums) 
constitution. NLC are aware that different Forums in N. Lanarkshire 
have subtly differing constitutions and are in the process of perhaps 
producing a 'common Forum constitution', The Chair and Secretary 
wil l  provide Mary Flannigan with a copy of  our constitution. 

Chair and 
Secretary 

8 Date of Next Meeting 

The next Forum meeting wil l  be held in Committee Room 1, Civic Centre, 
Motherwell a t  7pm on Thursday the 17th of August 2006. 

Felix Mulholland 
Felix Mulholland 
Chair 

Note of Action: A f a subsequent Office Bearers'meefing i f  was agreed 
that: - 

a) the Chair would pursue the lack of response/flm proposals for the 
future funding of the Forum in lghf of the Community Engagement 
strategy. 

6) the Secretary would write to David Porch to  express our concerns 
over the degradation in the Special Uplif t service. 

Chair 

Secretary 
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