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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Partnership with an update on the progress 
towards gaining Fairtrade status for the Motherwell Area. 

Background 

The Council agreed to support the Motherwell Fairtrade initiative to help make Motherwell a 
fairtrade town. In doing this it committed the authority to help tackle third world poverty. 

A steering group was established comprising Motherwell residents, representatives of 
Motherwell based organisations such as the Soroptimists and Christian Aid, Motherwell 
College, schools and Councillor Ross. The age range of the group is between 18 years old 
to late seventies, with a third of the group made up by young people under 21 years of age. 

The authority has assisted the group by providing venues for the meetings and development 
and administrative activities to help with the promotion of the campaign. 

Update 

The group made its submission for Faitrade status in June of this year. Evidence submitted 
includes details of shops, food outlets and other organisations in Motherwell which sell and 
use Fairtrade products. Details of events and promotional work undertaken by the group are 
also included 

The document showcases the Council’s own efforts through schools obtaining Fairtrade 
status and our increasing use Fairtrade products in our catering outlets. Considerable 
voluntary effort through the Steering Group and others has gone into preparing the bid and 
the group should be congratulated on the progress achieved thus far. 

It would be appropriate for the authority to wish the group well and express its full support for 
the application and its hope that it will be successful. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Partnership 

(i) agrees to send a letter to the Fairtrade Steering Group in support of its application for 
Fairtrade status for the Motherwell area 

(ii) agrees to host an event involving the steering group should the application be successful 
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