
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject MOTHERWELL COMMUNITY 
FORUM 

To: MOTHERWELL LOCAL AREA 
PARTNERSHIP 

From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES : 
~ Date: 23 OCTOBER 2006 I Ref: BP/PW 

1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minute of the Motherwell Community Forum 
meeting to the Local Area Partnership. The minute of 17 August 2006 is attached as 
Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Motherwell and District Area Committee is requested to note the Motherwell Community 
Forum minute. 

H \CFReport doc 



Motherwell Community Forum 

MINUTE of a Meeting o f  
Motherwell Community Forum 

held on 17th August 2006 
in Committee Room 1, Civic Centre, Motherwell. 

Present: Felix Mulholland (Chair), Stewart Gray, Ma t t  Campbell (Treasurer), Sandra Lang, 
Grace Westwood, Greg McFarlane, Karl Monsen-Elvick and Gavin Nichol (Secretary). 

I n  Attendance: Mary Flannigan and ran Anderson, CL&D Workers, NLC; 
Susan Lyttle, Motherwell Locality O f f  ice, Strathclyde Hospital; Gemma 
Halloran and Stephanie McCalden. 

Agenda 
Item 
N o  

1 Apologies for Absence & Chair's Opening Remarks 

The Chair welcomed and thanked members fo r  their presence. Apologies f o r  
absence had been received from Tommy Hughes (Vice Chair), Audrey 
Cuthbertson (M&W CAB), Liz Duffy (SACRO), Louise Law (Forgewood 
Community Council), Annie Johnstone MBE, and Cathy Brien (Forgewood 
Cooperative HA). 

2 Youth on "Youth Issues" 

The meeting then transferred t o  an adjacent room t o  view a video produced 
by t w o  girls from Forgewood. The video expressed clearly the girls' 
aspirations fo r  a new play area in Forgewood. Gemma Halloran and Stephanie 
McCalden are the 2 girls involved. 

The f i lm is based on Gemma and Stephanie's strongly fe l t  feelings about 
having a new playpark in Forgewood. Their video journey took them t o  
playparks in Hamilton, Strathclyde Park and Coatbridge t o  look a t  current 
examples of the standard of playpark available in other areas of N. 
Lanarkshire. These playparks are similar t o  the one that  they once had in 
Forgewood; and wish to  have in the future. The aim of the film is t o  t r y  and 
get local people and councillors/officials t o  support the girls in getting a new 
playpark in Forgewood. 

Subsequently, Gemma and Stephanie competently handled questions that  
were put t o  them from Forum members. Both girls are t o  be warmly 
congratulated on their  efforts t o  obtain a suitable new play area in 
Forgewood. The Forum is fully supportive of them on this issue. The Forum 
has long advocated that  Local Authority play areas should be fit f o r  
purpose, professionally supervised and maintained. 

Action 
Required 

by 



Motherwell Community Forum 

3 Minute from the Previous Meeting 

The Minute of the previous meeting held on the lSt June 2006 was agreed. 

4 Matters Arising 

Play Area, Forgewood. The Final version of the Feasibility Study 
being produced by Connon Design Associates should be available. 
Mary Flannigan wil l  check, on our behalf, with Alex Miller, NLC when 
a copy will be made available t o  the Forum. 

Mary 
Flannigan 

Community Health Partnership (CHP). I an  Hair, Head o f  Community 
Planning & Performance, NHS Lanarkshire had written t o  the Forum 
on the 20th o f  July concerning representation of Community Forums 
on their Public Partnership Forum (PPF). The letter requested our 
views/comments on the proposed establishment of a PPF 'Reference 
Group' that  would report t o  the Operating Management Committee 
(OMC). The chair o f  this Reference Group would s i t  on the CHP OMC. 

Though not ideal, the Forum came t o  the conclusion that  we should 
'run' with the proposal in Ian  Hair's letter. The Forum has several 
members who wish to  attend as the t w o  representatives of MCF on 
the Reference Group. The Secretary is t o  reply in writing to  Ian's 
letter. 

Secretary 

Susan Lyttle, Public Health Practitioner, Motherwell Locality Health 
Team, NHS Lanarkshire then gave an outline of her present (evolving) 
role in support o f  MCF. Additionally, the Motherwell Locality Health 
Team is keen t o  hold a 'get t o  know each other' evening with Forum 
members. Note: A successful and productive first meeting was held 
in Airbles Hospital on the Zgth of September 

5 Forum's Future 

While NLC and their partners have been formulating their Community 
Engagement and Community Planning policies and strategies, Motherwell 
Community Forum has remained committed t o  the Ideals of Partnership 
working. I t  is, however, becoming increasing apparent that  the role the 
Forum will be expected t o  play is fairly extensive. If the Forum is to  
operate in a professional manner, as we assume it will be expected to  do, and 
as we would wish t o  do, then serious consideration must be given to  how the  
Forum wil l  be properly resourced to  meet everyone's objectives and be "Fit 
fo r  Purpose". 

To believe that the current resources available t o  the Forum will be 
sufficient t o  meet all of these objectives is frankly nonsense. The 
Secretary is t o  write to  Councillor Annita McAuley, Chair of the  Motherwell 
& District Area Committee t o  arrange a meeting, as a matter of urgency, of 

Secretary 
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appropriate persons t o  discuss the issue in order that  Forum and NLC can 
move forward together, 

The meeting then considered draf t  publicity material that  Mary Flannigan 
had kindly produced a t  our request, The main objective of the material is t o  
raise public awareness of the Forum and t o  increase their engagement with 
us. Members were asked t o  submit comments on the leaf lets and posters as 
soon as possible. The Office Bearers are to  meet t o  decide the final format 
of the material and t o  arrange fo r  i ts printing and final distribution t o  
suitable outlets. 

AOCB 

a) Income and Expenditure Statement. 6 

The Chair produced copies of our Income and Expenditure over the 
period 1 April 2006 t o  1 August 2006. The summary o f  which is: - 
Balance a t  bank €754:19; Cash on hand €ll:50. Total €765:69. 

b) Change of Signatories required fo r  our bank account, due to  our 
change of Office Bearers. A suitable extract from the AGM Minute 
is required t o  accompany the paperwork. 

c) The Secretary is t o  write t o  invite Eleanor Wilson, Motherwell 
Locality General Manager, Strathclyde Hospital t o  a future Forum 
meeting. 

d) The Secretary is t o  write t o  invite David Porch, Director o f  Planning 
& Environment, NLC t o  the next Forum meeting t o  address our 
serious concerns about the consequences of the changes t o  NLCs 
Special Uplift service. Some of the issues that  have been raised 
during our recent discussions are, in no particular order: - 

I .  

I I .  

I l l .  

.. 
... 

iv. 

vi. 

vii. 

V. 

... 
VIII. 

Many residents are appalled by this change. 
No public consultation, prior t o  the  change. 
This seems t o  be a 'withdrawal/reduction of service'; a t  a time o f  
ever increasing Council Tax. 
Health hazard/ Environmental damage. 
Increased incidences of Fly Tipping. 
Increased f i re  risk (approx 25% of the Fire Brigades call-outs 
are t o  rubbish/f ly tipping sites - this 'Xo may now increase. 
Residents no longer have an 'online' service t o  request uplifts. 
Residents have t o  give payment details over phone pr ior  t o  any 
uplift being arranged. 

Off ice 
Bearers 

Of f ice 
Bearers 

Secretary 

Secretary 

bate o f  Next Meeting 
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7 
The next Forum meeting wil l  be held in Committee Room 1, Civic Centre, 
Motherwell a t  7pm on Thursday the 12th of October 2006. 

Felix Mulholland 
Fe1 ix  Mu I ho I land 
Chair 


