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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on progress with the implementation of the 
Gateway Protection Programme in the Motherwell Area. 

Background 

The Gateway Protection Programme is a partnership between the Home Office and the 
United Nations High Commission for Refugees. Its aim is to resettle in the UK up to 500 
refugees a year, in caseloads of 60-80 people at a time. It provides a safe route to the UK for 
survivors of severe trauma from all parts of the world. 

Twenty-four countries participate in the scheme including, Australia, Canada, Netherlands, 
Sweden, the United States and the UK. A number of councils in the UK have already 
resettled refugees in their area including Sheffield, Bolton and Hull. 

Approval was given in September 2006 by the Council's Policy & Resources Committee to 
proceed, in partnership with local Registered Social Landlords and a range of other 
organisations, to participate in the Gateway Protection Programme and become the first 
local authority in Scotland to do so. 

A Working Group was established chaired by the Assistant Chief Executive (Community 
Regeneration), comprising of representatives from relevant council departments together 
with COSLA, the Scottish Refugee Council, NHS Lanarkshire, Strathclyde Police and five 
local Housing Associations. It was decided to centre the resettlement programme in the 
Motherwell area due to the range and choice of public sector housing, proximity of local 
services, public transport links and the opportunity to deliver the programme through the 
partner agencies involved. 

Current Position 

The Partnership agreed to resettle a group of 20 families (80 people) originating from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, currently living in a refugee camp in Zambia. The Home 
Office grant for the project was agreed in December 2006. 

A series of Community information sessions took place between early November and mid 
December offering Motherwell Community Forum, local community and faith groups the 
opportunity to comment on the proposals. The outcome of these sessions was unanimously 
supportive of the programme and the groups have been working together to develop an 



appropriate approach to volunteering and befriending. The offers of support from our 
communities for this project have been overwhelming. 

3.3 A number of themed sub-groups were established to take forward the preparations 
including the identification of appropriate housing, health and care, education and 
employment, The families will be re-housed throughout the Motherwell Local Area 
Partnership area with the children attending local primary and secondary schools. 

3.4 The Home Office provided the final details of the families coming to Motherwell in Mid 
December and the first group of 5 families is to arrive on Wednesday 1 7'h January 2007. 

4. Conclusion 

4.1 A further update will be brought to a future meeting of the Motherwell Local Area Partnership 
once the families have begun to settle into their local communities. 

4.2 As well as being a vital and extremely humanitarian piece of work this project demonstrates 
perfectly the effectiveness of partnership working between a large number of public 
agencies, voluntary groups and our local communities 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note the content of this report. 

Chief Executive 
1 Oth January 2007 
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