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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to: 

1. Update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the Motherwell Town 
Centre Action Plan and the status of the projects and initiatives contained therein, and 

2. Place Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan within the context of the Strategic Area 
Regeneration (StAR) Priorities for North Lanarkshire. 

Strategic Area Regeneration (StAR) Priorities 

Within the national regeneration context, the vision for the City Region and the local 
Community Planning Process, the need exists to develop a wide range of Action Plans, 
delivery mechanisms and initiatives to promote strategic area regeneration across North 
Lanarkshire. 

In this respect, the Partnership is asked to note the report from the Economic Regeneration 
Committee on the Strategic Area Regeneration (StAR) Priorities. In particular attention is 
drawn to the recognition that the RavenscraiglMotherwellNVishaw Corridor is a major 
opportunity for business and development within North Lanarkshire and that within this 
strategic corridor Motherwell Town Centre is a priority 

For the ongoing development of Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan there is a need to 
assess opportunities for investment in the physical fabric of the town and its role within this 
strategic corridor. 

It is vital that a commitment is given to develop new, innovative and imaginative 
approaches to the Council's regeneration activity and that this must be undertaken through 
joint working and building partnerships to secure external funding. This will also include 
developing existing processes such as the Town Centre Action Plans and infrastructural 
commitments. 

The 2006/07 financial year is the second year of the approved long-term Action Plan for 
Motherwell Town Centre. There is a multi-agency and wide ranging approach that is being 
taken towards regeneration in Motherwell Town Centre and the Planning & Environment 
Department will continue to build on the successes that have been achieved in 2005/06. 



3. Project Updates 

3.1 The following is an update on the individual projects contained within Motherwell Town 
Centre Action Plan which are under development: 

Motherwell Approaches - Work is complete on the f800,OOO project providing both 
internal and external improvements to the town centre underpasses. Custom-built 
stainless steel handrails, new lighting and artistic tiling have made a tremendous 
difference to the visual appearance and safety of the underpasses, particularly at West 
Hamilton Street which also had the walls realigned and a new stainless steel 
suspended ceiling installed. 

Street Furniture - The existing wooden street furniture is currently being replaced with 
stainless steel furniture that has been successfully used elsewhere within North 
Lanarkshire. These environmental improvements are being undertaken in partnership 
with DTZ, the agents acting as landlords for CIS Ltd, the current owners of Motherwell 
Town Centre. 

Streetscape Design Works - TGP Architects were appointed to provide designs for 
streetscape and public realm works from Motherwell Train Station through the Town 
Centre towards the Civic Centre in Windmillhill Street. Outline drawings for three 
options were put to consultation and a preferred option will be chosen by the end of 
January. 

Regeneration of Park Street/ Scott Street Area - A masterplanning exercise for the 
Park StreetlScott Street area of Motherwell was undertaken by an urban design firm on 
behalf of the Council. The Council is now working in partnership with SEL and other 
agencies to develop a series of initial options for the regeneration of the area. The P&E 
Department will oversee the required survey work over the first half of 2007 to 
determine the feasibility of further development proposals for this area, particularly 
topographical studies. 

Scott Street Office Development - Work is well underway in the construction of 
80,000 sq. ft of office accommodation at Scott Street are underway. This project, upon 
completion, will provide business accommodation for both the public and the private 
sector and will contribute to the future regeneration of this important growth area of 
Motherwell Town Centre. 

Traffic Modelling - The Motherwell-Ravenscraig Paramics Study is funded jointly 
between NLC and Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPfT). Consultants submitted 
their base report to Council at the end of 2006 which indicated current transport flows 
and a ‘do-minimum’ scenario for 2007 and 2017. Options for testings on development 
opportunities over the next 10 years are under review by officers within Planning & 
Environment Department and will be submitted over the next few months. 

Improvements to Motherwell Train Station - The Council is working in partnership 
with SPff who produced a Draft Report on the multi-modal interchange proposals for 
Motherwell Train Station. The work required for a STAG 1 Appraisal is now complete, 
and consultants have been appointed and are now developing a STAG II Appraisal. 
This project is medium term, and the opportunity exists to develop appropriate 
environmental improvements in addition to the vital transportation links to the Town 
Centre and beyond. 



4. Summary 

4.1 The completion of projects and initiatives identified within the Motherwell Town Centre 
Action Plan during the last financial year amounted to just over flmillion. Over the course 
of this year, the remaining short-term projects and the four medium-term projects currently 
underway will be developed towards implementation and at the same time the long-term 
aspirations of the Action Plan will be progressed including those being promoted by partner 
agencies. 

4.2 The Economic Regeneration Committee has agreed that progress should be made in the 
production of a Framework to identify and deliver the StAR Priorities for North Lanarkshire 
and its partners within the Regional and Local Community Planning process. This will 
include developing existing processes such as the Town Centre Action Plans and 
infrastructural commitments 

4.3 The framework, once developed, will commit the Council to delivering a range of priorities 
and position these within a metropolitan context, raising the profile of key development 
projects and crucially, providing both an economic and planning based justification to 
allocating capital funds and bidding for external funding. 

5. Recommendations 

a> It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the 
projects and initiatives contained within the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan. 

b) It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note the context of the 
Motherwell Action Plan within a proposed framework and action plan for delivery 
on Strategic Area Regeneration Priorities across North Lanarkshire. 
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