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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Committee with an update on the successful bid 
to achieve Fairtrade status for the Motherwell Area. 

Background 

In June 2004 the Council agreed to support the Motherwell Fairtrade initiative to help make 
Motherwell and its surrounding areas a Fairtrade zone. In doing this it committed the 
authority to help tackle third world poverty. 

A steering group was established comprising Motherwell residents, representatives of 
Motherwell based organisations such as the Soroptimists and Christian Aid, Motherwell 
College and local schools. The Council is represented by Councillor Ross and officers from 
the Chief Executive’s office. The age range of the group is between 18 years old to late 
seventies, with a third of the group made up by young people under 21 years of age. 

The Council has assisted the group by providing venues for the meetings and development 
and administrative activities to help with the promotion of the campaign. 

Update 

Fairtrade zone status for Motherwell and its surrounding villages was achieved on 16 
January 2007 following a successful submission by the Steering Group. This was based on 
the evidence presented to the Fairtrade Foundation in September 2006 including details of 
shops, food outlets and other organisations in the area which sell and use Fairtrade 
products. Details of events and promotional work undertaken by the group are also included 
as is the Council’s own efforts in the development of Fairtrade support in schools and our 
increasing use Fairtrade products in our catering outlets. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

(i) Recognise the considerable voluntary effort of the Steering Group and congratulate them 
in achieving Fairtrade status for Motherwell and its surrounding villages. 

(ii) Continue to support the work of the campaign especially in identifying ways in which the 
Council’s services and staff can incorporate Fairtrade products into their everyday life and 
work. 

(iii) Promote Fairtrade principles to other area in North Lanarkshire. 
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