
MINUTE of a Meeting of 
Motherwell Community Forum 

held on the gfh of September 2007. 
in Committee Room 1, Civic Centre, Motherwell. 

Present: 
Felix Mulholland (Chair) Tommy Hughes (Vice Chair) Matt Campbell Treasurer) 
Annie Johnstone, MBE Frances Cairns Hugh Ferguson 
Paul Lewis Grace Westwood Robert Sommerville, MBE 
Karl Monsen-Elvick Gavin Nichol (Secretary). 

In Attendance: 
Mary Flannigan, CL&D, NLC 
Annette Harvie, PHP, Motherwell Locality, NHS Lanarkshire 
Kate McGhee, Smoking Cessation Coordinator, NHS Lanarkshire 

Agenda 
Item 
No. 

Action 
Required 
by 

1. Apologies for Absence & Chair’s Opening Remarks 

The Chair welcomed and thanked members for their presence. 
Apologies for absence had been received from: 

Bill Eadie, Matt Campbell (Treasurer), Audrey Cuthbertson and Sandra Lang. 

2. Minute from the Previous Meeting 

The Minute of the meeting held on the lgth of July 2007 was agreed as a true 
record, after the amendment of two minor spelling errors. 

Secretary 

3. Matters Arising 

The Forum’s “Community Safety’’ Working Group (CSWG) has not had an 
opportunity to meet. Once the Forum’s new Regeneration Officer has been 
appointed and has attended one of our meetings, the CSWG will contact 
Superintendent Greig Robertson to progress the Forum’s concerns on 
community safety issues. 

4. Smoking Cessation Presentation 

Kate McGhee, Smoking Cessation Coordinator, NHS L gave a very interesting 
brief to the meeting. The Forum is keen be as supportive of the smoking 
cessation efforts of NHS L as is possible. Some of the points raised during the 
presentation and the subsequent Q & A session were: 

a) People can self-refer to smoking cessation classes; they do not 
necessarily have to be referred by their GP. A Health Visitor can refer 
people in to the programme. 

b) Three venues are available; a fourth in Forgewood should be the end of 
the year. 

c) Many individuals take several attempts before they finally succeed in 
stopping smoking. 

d) The ‘Get Fit’ scheme is still available for those that quit smoking. 
e) It was suggested that the common rooms in NLC’s tower blocks could be 

utilised to facilitate classes. 

15 



5. Correspondence 

Several routine items of correspondence were discussed, some of which were: 

a) Community Council Minutes are now being copied by NLC to the Forum. 
b) CVS NL summer newsletter. 
c) "Better Health, Better Care" a Scottish Government consultation was 

mention by the Chair. There will be a public event in November. The 
Chair felt that the Forum should start a Health Working Group. The remit 
and scope of the WG should be established in conjunction with Annette 
Harvie and our new Regeneration Officer. 

6. Treasurer's Report 

In the absence of the Treasurer, an Income and Expenditure Statement for the 
period from the 1'' of April 2007 to the 23rd of August 2007 was presented. The 
balance in our account is f427:OO. 

7. Update on Forum's Development 

The Forum will continue to work through the Chief Executive's Regeneration 
department with the aim of producing a 3 year plan of action, amongst other 
targets. The Forum will retain our own independent thoughts/course(s) of action. 

Karl Monsen-Elvick will liaise with Kenny Moffat (CVS NL) to help facilitate an 
initial meeting between CVS NL and the ForumKhair 

8. AOCB 

The meeting was briefed on NLC's draft Local Plan, which is contained in a 
large, comprehensive document. The Forum intends to make a submission on 
the Local Plan, which should be received by NLC by the closing date of the 2"d of 
November. The dates for the many local consultation events were given to 
members. 
The Secretary is to invite one of NLC's Planning Officers to give a presentation, 
during our October meeting, with particular emphasis on the South Area Plan. Secretary 

9. Date of Next Meeting 

The next Forum meeting will be held on Thursday the 2nd of October at 7pm in 
Committee Room 1, Civic Centre, Motherwell. 

All Members 

~efi%fMuffioahnd 
Felix Mulholland 
Chair 
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