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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the current position of the redevelopment of 
the former Ravenscraig Steelworks, and to advise the Local Area Partnership of forthcoming 
developments. 

2. Background 

2.1 Outline planning permission has been granted for the redevelopment of the Ravenscraig site, 
involving housing, business and industry, a new town centre, major leisure facilities, 
community facilities, parkland and transport improvements. The overall development is being 
taken forward by Ravenscraig Limited, a Joint Venture Partnership between Corus, Scottish 
Enterprise Lanarkshire and Wilson Bowden Developments. It is expected to take up to 20 
years to complete the development 

3. Current Developments 

3.1 Progress is being made on the groundworks in the northern part of the site in preparation for the 
first phase of housing. This contract also includes grouting former mineworkings, new infrastructure 
and the formation of new distributor roads. That contract commenced in spring 2007, and is 
expected to take 18 months.. 

3.2 Part of the contract has involved consolidating the ground by means of Dynamic Compaction, and 
a small number of complaints were received from residents in the Merry Street area regarding 
vibration affecting their properties. The developers and contractors were advised of the local 
concerns, and have been in contact with those residents to reassure them; the scale of the 
vibration is also be monitored, but as the work progresses further into the site (and away from 
Merry Street) vibration from the compaction will be less noticeable 

4. Future Developments 

4.1 Detailed planning permission was granted to Motherwell College in April for the construction of a 
new campus at Ravenscraig. This will include a new 5 storey main teaching block, a workshop 
block, a 7 storey student residence block with 50 flats, and a children’s nursery. The College intend 
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to begin construction work in October, and be operational for the beginning of the 2009-10 
academic year. 

The planning application for the Regional Sports Facility, being taken forward by the Council in 
partnership with sportscotland and Ravenscraig Limited, has been submitted and is under 
consideration. The Stage 2 submission to sportscotland, seeking additional funding for this 
development, has been considered and a decision is awaited on the additional funding requested. 
It is expected to begin on site early in 2008 and be completed in 2009. 

The David Wilson Homes new planning application for 280 houses in the northern part of the site, 
to be the first phase of housing on the land currently being re-profiled, is under consideration by 
Environmental Services (Planning and Development), and it is hoped to be in a position to report to 
the Planning and Transportation Committee in the near future. 

The STAG 2 appraisal, being carried out by consultants, is expected to be finalised in the near 
future. This is to look at access issues associated with Ravenscraig, particularly looking at the 
need to upgrade the A723 (from the site to the A8) to dual carriageway standard. 

In January 2007 the Planning and Environment Committee agreed in principle to the use of 
Compulsory Purchase powers, if required, to facilitate access and road improvements associated 
with Ravenscraig. It is not yet clear if, or when, such powers may need to be used, but discussions 
are continuing with Ravenscraig Limited regarding their progress in identifying and acquiring the 
land they require to carry out such improvements. The Head of Legal Services is preparing a 
further report for Committee on this matter. 

It is understood that Ravenscraig Limited have been in discussions with potential developers for 
the new town centre, and that progress on this element of the development will become apparent 
in the coming months. Informal discussions have also taken place between Ravenscraig Limited 
and Cala Properties, the new owners of Motherwell Town Centre. 

Other Issues 

The Ravenscraig site was one of the areas visited by the Best Value and Community Planning 
Audit tour in September. 

Recommendations 

That the Local Area Partnership notes the content of this report. 

Patrick Kelly 
HEAD OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

18 September 2007 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Les 
Stevenson on 01698 302088. 


