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1. GENERIC ISSUES RELATING TO ALL WARDS 

Safer Scotland 
The Safer Scotland Anti-Violence Campaign is supported by the Scottish Executive 
and delivered nationally by the Association of Chief Police Officers (Scotland). The 
aim of the campaign is to build appropriate alliances to respond to the respective 
levels of violence in the country. The campaign’s main theme is to find sustainable, 
innovative solutions to our violence problem through a series of targeted and 
loca I I y focused campaigns. 

The campaign is continuing to focus on youth alcohol consumption and associated 
acts of disorder / antisocial behaviour. For the period covered by this report the 
following results have been achieved for ’NE’ Sub-Division, which covers Wishaw 
and Motherwell. 

0 1616 stop searches 
0 217 visits to off sales 
0 527 visits to other licensed premises 
0 126.3 litres of alcohol seized from adults 
0 42.75 litres of alcohol seized from juveniles 
0 50 under 18s reported for street drinking 
0 155 over 18s reported for street drinking 

Violence Reduction Strategy 
The Safer Scotland Campaign will be underpinned by the divisional Violence 
Reduction Strategy that will set out what the Division’s intentions are and how it 
intends to achieve a reduction in the number of victims of violent crime. This 
initiative will run until 31 March 2008. 

Divisional Control Strategy 
The sub-division will continue to deliver the Divisional Control Strategy in relation 
to local crime, community safety and antisocial behaviour priorities and will seek to 
involve partners and the local community to positively impact on community 
concerns. 

The priorities identified in the Control Strategy are 

0 Terrorism 
0 Violence 
0 Child Protection 

Drugs 
0 Disorder and Anti Social Behaviour 
0 Serious and Organised Crime Groups 
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Active Citizenship 

The Police Schools Liaison Officer continues to deliver the Citizenship and the Law 
Programme in local schools, which aims to develop young people as active citizens 
and encourage them to take pride in their communities. 

Antisocial Behaviour 
Joint working opportunities have taken place between the Police, housing providers 
and NLC Antisocial Task Force in an effort to tackle recurring antisocial behaviour 
problems. This has included sharing of information, joint visits to problem 
tenancies and instigating effective enforcement techniques. 

Motherwell Young Offenders Forum 
This group holds regular meetings and involves key partners such as the Police, 
SCRA, Social Work Youth Justice, CLAD, Education and others who can impact on 
our persistent young offenders in terms of altering their behavioural trend. This is 
an excellent example of partnership working which is beginning to have a very 
positive impact on anti-social behaviour in the area and it is intended to further 
develop and drive this initiative to the benefit of the community. 

Community policing supervision is provided by Inspector Alan Fabian and Sergeant 
Martin Speirs for Motherwell policing areas within wards 16 to 18. Carfin & 
Newarthill (within Ward 17) community policing is supervised by Inspector Malcolm 
McLean and Sergeant Stevie Irvine and Craigneuk and Ravenscraig (within Ward 
18) by Inspector Kenny Graham and Sergeant Gavin Russell. 

There have been some recent changes amongst the areas served by the 
community police officers based a t  Motherwell. The report below lists the areas 
currently served by these officers. I n  addition, three probationary police officers 
are based at Motherwell on a temporary basis and they currently have the 
community officers as tutor constables in Jerviston, Muirhouse and Motherwell 
Town Centre. 

WARD 16 - MOTHERWELL WEST 

Community Officers - 
Constable Craig Rowan (Strathclyde Park & Ladywell areas) 
Constable Rob Brown (Forgewood) 
Constable Kenny Smith (North Motherwell) 

Ongoing Police Issues 

The main current criminal/offensive/anti-social behaviour activities that occur 
within the ward are: 
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Strathclyde Park 

Drugs use - Individuals engaged in taking drugs, mainly in cars parked in the 
park. The majority of possessions are for cannabis. 

Promiscuous Sexual Activity - Individuals meet to engage in promiscuous 
sexual activity. 

Strathclyde Park has benefited over recent weeks from high profile action by police 
officers within the area to address previous issues whereby people were the 
subject of robberies. This has been very successful in highlighting lower level 
criminality with persons being subject to reports to the Procurator Fiscal 
accordingly prior to any escalation to violent crimes such as those earlier. 

I n  addition to this, it has been proactive in educating park users in respect of 
relevant crime prevention issues. 

Problem Solving - A multi-agency approach continues to be adopted in relation 
to the recurring problems in the Strathclyde park area. Operation Rows and 
Operation Spring have been very successful and this appears to have an impact 
upon the issues within the park. This will continue to be monitored and addressed 
if necessary . 

Forgewood 

Gang Fights - Individuals meet to take part in gang fights. Gangs are also 
attacking other individuals who are out in the park. 

General Youth Disorder - Instances throughout the estate 

Bellshill Road/Davaar Drive- this area has experienced incidents of 
disturbances as youth gangs from Forgewood and Bellshill meet to fight. This 
primarily occurs during the summer months and school holiday periods. 

Bellshill Road/Watling Street (North Motherwell) - Primarily occurring during 
the summer months this area is a meeting point where youth gangs from 
Forgewood and North Motherwell meet to fight. 

North Motherwell 

Watling Street/Strathclyde Country Park - Scramble bikes 

General Youth Disorder - Instances throughout the estate 

Ongoing Initiatives / Police Activity 

Gang Fighting / Youth Disorder - Members of local youth gangs have been 
identified and all avenues available to the police are being utilised to tackle the 
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associated problems. Local action plans within all areas of this ward have been 
established and have been successful in both detecting offenders and filling 
intelligence gaps. These action plans are constantly reviewed and adjusted 
accordingly . 
The Community Police Officers hold regular meetings with numerous partners and 
residents. 

Incidents of Note / Noteworthy Arrests 

15/09/07 

24/ 09/ 07 

06/ 10/07 

07/10/07 

14/ 10/07 

S 47(1) Criminal Law (Consolidation) (Scot) Act 1995 and 
Culpable and reckless Conduct - Fife Dr, Motherwell Possess 
crossbow and bolts, discharge bolt from crossbow with total 
disregard for safety of public. 35 year old male arrested. 
S 47(1) Criminal Law (Consolidation) (Scot) Act 1995. 

Spine Rd, Strathclyde Park, Motherwell. Possession of spring 
loaded metal baton, 19 year old male arrested. 
Emergency workers (Scot) Act 2005 sect 2 and B.O.P. 
The Loaning, Motherwell. Assault paramedic whilst on duty and in 
response to emergency call, shouts and swear. 2 x 14 year old 
males reported 
Serious Assault. Montrose St, Motherwell - strike complainer 
male 49 years on head with brick (seven stitches) 4 x male 
suspects enquiries continue. 
Civic Government (Scot) act 1982 section 7, Trademarks 
act 1994 sect 92, Video recordings act 1984 sect 10. 
Bellshill Rd, Motherwell, sell goods without street traders licence, 
possess counterfeit D.V.D.s with intent to sell, possess video tapes 
with no classification certificates, 42 year old male arrested 

Robust and proactive policing of the area returned the following results: 

> 33 persons arrested/reported for Breach of the Peace. 
> 8 persons charged possession of controlled drugs. 
> 0 persons charged possession of controlled drugs with intent to supply 
P 32 persons reported for street drinking. 
> 25 persons arrested/reported for other disorder/anti social related 

Offences. 
P 10 persons arrested/reported for vandalism. 
> 2 persons reported Breach of Bail. 
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WARD 17 - MOTHERWELL NORTH 

Community Officers - 
Constable Stuart Chalmers (Jerviston) 
Constable Gary Thomson (Carfin) 
Constable Lorna Hinshelwood (Carfin) 
Constable John MacLeod (Newarthill) 
Constable Kenny MacRoberts (Newarthill) 

Ongoing Police Issues 

Globe stadium. Youths on trail bikes. 

Disorder. Vehicle Crime 

Jerviston 

Ongoing Initiatives / Police Activity 

General youth disorder and also more serious crime involving local opposing 
factions. High visibility policing has been utilised to assist public reassurance and 
enquiries in respect of many of the offences have resulted in persons being 
charged. Further enquiry continues. 

Jerviston Action Group meets on a regular basis and continues to develop various 
actions within the area to address local issues. The group includes representatives 
from NLC Housing & Property Services, Community Services, Social Work 
Department, Strathclyde Police, and Anti-Social Task Force. 

CClV cameras have been installed and are as yet not fully operational. 

Carfin/New Stevenston 

Ongoing Initiatives / Police Activity 

Newa rthi I I 

Ongoing Initiatives / Police Activity 

Weekend Action Plans - The area generally has benefited from a number of 
proactive policing measures including high profile foot patrols in the area of Martin 
Place and Ledi Path. 

The community safety department has been scoping the possible deployment of 
mobile CClV to licensed shop premised. 
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Incidents of Note / Noteworthy Arrests 

05/09/07 

20/09/07 

15/09/07 

16/09/ 07 

Theft by HB Tillanburn Rd, Newarthill force garage door enter and 
steal male 30 years arrested 
Theft by HB - Whittagreen Cres, Newarthill - garden sheds - 30 
year old male arrested 
Theft by O.L.P. - Christian Salvesen, Legbrannock Rd, Newarthill, 
break into lock fast M/V and steal 3 x males 12, 13 and 16 year old 
males reported. 
Indecent Assault. Stevenston Court, New Stevenston, Seize hold 
of 45 year old female complainer and indecently assault her. 46 

26/09/07 

14/ 10/07 

Robust and proactive policing of the area returned the following results: 

P 33 persons arrested/reported for Breach of the Peace. 
P 12 persons charged possession of controlled drugs. 
P 0 persons charged possession of controlled drugs with intent to supply 
P 13 persons reported for street drinking. 
P 12 persons reported for vandalism. 
P 14 persons arrested/reported for other disorder related offences. 
P 2 persons were arrested for breach of bail conditions. 

WARD 18 - MOTHERWELL SOUTH EAST AND RAVENSCRAIG 

Community Police Officers 
Constable Kirsteen Salen (Muirhouse) 
Constable Alistair Gillies (Town Centre) 
Constable Bob Chalmers (Craigneuk) 
Constable Alan Kerr (Craigneuk) 

Motherwell Town Centre 

Ongoing Police Issues 

Disorder in the area of local night clubs. 
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Ongoing Initiatives / Police Activity 

Increased police activity in relation to disorder in and around nightclubs. The 
regular weekend action plan which utilises local officers as well as supplementary 
officers from other departments concentrates on this problem area. 

Knowetop 

Ongoing Police Issues 

I n  general this area has a low crime rate. The source of most complaints is youth 
disorder including the following areas. 

North Lodge Avenue and its surrounding streets. 

Baron's Haugh Bird Sanctuary - I n  the summer months the sanctuary becomes 
a popular meeting place for local youths. The bird hides situated on the water are 
regularly abused by youths using them as a drinking den. The number of youths 
congregating has at times reached 40. This appears to be a seasonal problem as 
the Baron's Haugh area is generally quiet during the winter months. On most 
occasions it is the volume of youths that cause complaints rather than individual 
acts of disorder or vandalism. 

Ongoing Initiatives / Police Activity 
The area generally has benefited from a number of proactive policing measures 
including high profile foot patrols in the area. Members of local youth gangs are 
being identified and all avenues available to the police are being utilised to tackle 
the associated problems. Local action plans within all areas of this ward have been 
established and have been successful in both detecting offenders and filling 
intelligence gaps. These action plans are constantly reviewed and adjusted 
according I y . 
M u i r house 

Ongoing issues with youth disorder and street drinking. 

Gang Fighting / Youth Disorder - Members of local youth gangs have been 
identified and all avenues available to the Police are being utilised to tackle the 
associated problems. 

Diversionary Activity 

Inter agency meeting with local youths that have been identified in antisocial 
behaviour. 

Parent alert letters leaflets outlining parental alert scheme given to groups in the 
a rea. 
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Funding for development of a football park in the area. 

Muirhouse inter agency working with young people group. 

Community Learning and development group. 

Craigneu k 

Partnership initiative have begun to impact upon the area although there are still 
some problems as identified there has been a significant drop in the number of 
incidents in the area. 

The area experiences typical criminal issues expected of a deprived area such as 
violence and drugs misuse, however the predominant trend is currently youth anti- 
social behaviour manifesting itself in vandalism, disorder, drunkenness, drug 
misuse and violence. Youth disorder is particularly prevalent in the area with the 
following areas of particular note. 

Shieldmuir Station - This is a Strathclyde Passenger Transport station on the 
main line to Glasgow. It is unmanned and currently has no CCTV coverage. It is 
the responsibility of British Transport Police and causes no problems in its own 
right however, due to the presence of a footbridge linking the Muirhouse area with 
Craigneuk, it has become the focal point for youth disorder involving gang fighting 
between the two factions. This is cyclical but can result in mass disorder and 
vandalism to the immediate area, which causes distress to the mainly elderly 
residents. 

The number of proactive measures undertaken appears to be having the desired 
effect as incidents of disorder have been reduced to a minimal level. The following 
actions will continue to be taken to maintain this situation: 

P Schools visits have been undertaken in both areas to highlight the dangers of 
gang-fighting and warn those involved of the consequences. 

P Individuals involved have been identified arrested and reported to the Criminal 
Justice system. 

> Partners continue to work together to devise various interventions that will 
impact on the problem. 

P Intelligence-led, targeted patrols continue in the area. 
P Sharing of information between the Police and Housing has led to joint visits. 

Flaxmill Avenue/Glencairn Ave - This area suffers from general antisocial 
behavior caused by a number of youths who are known to the Police. I n  particular 
the lane connecting Glencairn Avenue to Glenclelland Road is problematic in terms 
of youths congregating, drinking and causing general disorder ranging from low- 
level antisocial behaviour to serious violence. Discussions are currently ongoing 
with a view to environmental improvements that will assist in securing a reduction 
in antisocial behaviour. Alternative measures such as antisocial behaviour orders 
have been secured with a view to disrupting youth gang activity. 

107 



Gateside Road - This is one of the longest streets in Craigneuk and is the source 
of numerous complaints, the majority of which concern youth disorder. The Police 
have been required to attend an excessive amount of calls mostly relating to 
vandalism and verbal harassment. The core group of offenders has been identified 
and joint housing / police visits have taken place, which has resulted in a reduction 
of incidents. 

Heathery Park/ Sidlaw Drive - Although there is not the same number of 
incidents of youth disorder in the Wishawhill area, a perpetual complaint exists in 
relation to the use of trail and quad bikes in Sidlaw Drive and Heathery Park. A 
number have been seized and the offenders have been charged with road trafftc 
related offences. As a consequence the number of incidents relating to quad bike 
use has all but disappeared. 

Ongoing Initiatives/ Police Activities 

Problem Solving - A multi-agency approach is being adopted in relation to 
recurring problems in the area. Meetings involving key partners continue to 
develop joint problem-solving approaches. 

Gang Fighting / Youth Disorder - Members of local youth gangs have been 
identified and all avenues available to the police are being utilised to tackle the 
associated problems. This also involves co-ordinated action with partners, which 
has included joint visits by Housing, Police and Antisocial Task Force. The Police 
and their partners are currently reviewing recent incidents in Craigneuk relating to 
violence and antisocial behaviour with a view to compiling a community impact 
assessment, identifying the persistent individuals who are causing recurring 
problems and reporting offenders to the Procurator Fiscal. 

Joint warnings with the police and housing continue to have a positive impact with 
a number of householders being warned regarding the antisocial activity in their 
house. 

Incidents of Note / Noteworthy Arrests 

03/09/07 

161 09/ 07 

18/09/07 

23/09/07 

Theft by HB. - Aldersyde Ave, Craigneuk, 16 year old male 
arrested 
S47 Criminal Law (Consolidation) (S) Act 1995. Laurel Dr, 
Craigneuk - Possession of baseball bat 27 year old male arrested. 
Serious assault & M.D.A. 1971 SECT 5(2) Glen Tower, 
Motherwell, slash 31 year old male complainer on face strike 
repeatedly on head with blunt instrument, Possession of heroin 33 
year old male arrested. 
Serious assault x 2, B.O.P. S47 Criminal Law 
(Consolidation) (S) Act 1995. Laurel Dr, Craigneuk. Stab 
complainer male 20 year on leg, stab 19 year old female 
complainer on back, shout and swear have possession of knife. 19 
vear old male arrested 
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06/10/07 

06/10/07 

10/ 10/07 

14/10/07 

Serious Assault - Car park Muirhouse Tower, Motherwell - 
strike complainer 22 year old male on head with blunt instrument 
to his hurt - 3 male suspects aqed 18/22 and 23 years. 
Wilful Fireraising. Londis Hillcrest Ave, Craigneuk, set fire to 
plastic bin a t  side of shop causing slight damage. 15 year old male 
renorted. 
Public Indecency. Dalziel Dr, Motherwell, expose private parts to I 
13 year old female complainer, 18 year old male reported. 
Attempted Murder. Winning Quad, Craigneuk. Stab 26 year old 
male complainer repeatedly on back, 32 year old male arrested. 

Robust and proactive policing of the area returned the following results: 

P 37 persons arrested/reported for Breach of the Peace. 
P 12 persons charged possession of controlled drugs. 
P 0 persons reported possession with intent to supply controlled drugs 
P 38 persons reported for street drinking. 
> 20 persons arrested/reported for other disorder related offences. 
> 4 persons reported for vandalism. 
P 4 persons were arrested for breach of bail conditions. 
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