
AGENDA ITEM 4- 

Motherwell Community Forum 
Report to Local Area Partnership 

Background 

The Last meeting of Motherwell Community Forum was held on the 30th of October 
in Committee Room One at the Civic centre in Motherwell. Arising from that 
meeting, the group identified the following issues; Traffic Lights at Merry Street, 
Motherwell Town Centre Deuelopment, Local Bus services and Strathclyde Park 
that they feel merit further consideration by Motherwell Local Area Partnership. 

Forum Issues. 

Traffic Lights at Merry Street/Roman Road? 

The membership of MCF are concerned that the instillation of these lights has 
generated a number of issue impacting significantly on the traffic flow, local 
business and the inconvenience these light generate for local residents. 

Whilst this issue was previously raised with NLC, the answer was, in the opinion of 
the membership, wholly unacceptable. We would therefore ask the LAP to 
investigate a more detailed response to  the issues of these lights and their 
management, we are not advocating their removal but understand that there are 
a number of options in relation to  setting of sensors, enforcement and switching the 
lights out with peak hours. 

Town Centre Deuelopment 

The Forum has discussed the above issue extensively and feels that there is  greater 
scope for Motherwell Community Forum, i t ’s  membership and the general public to  
become more involved in the not only in the Town Centre Initiative but also the 
other planning strands that affect the physical environment Motherwell. To this end 
the Forum are proposing a stakeholder event in March 2009 in order to  establish 
what the various planning streams are or will be coming on line that will have an 
influence on both us and our membership and look for ways in which the forum 
and general public can be come more involved in shaping and influencing the town 
centre. We believe that greater informed consultation will help to  create a more 
ownership and greater sustainability in relation to  the redevelopment of the town. 
We would ask for the support of the LAP in this endeavour. 

The Buses 

There are a number of issues in relation to  the bus services currently operating in the 
town. Broadly, these issues relate to  levels of service provision, safety of the service 
accessibility of the service. Previously the forum had an undertaking that the 
service operating in Motherwell would be subject to inspection and enforcement 
where appropriate. We would like the LAP to investigate further the current level 
and quality of provision. As a forum we feel that where services are curtailed or not 



safe then we risk further marginalising some of the more vulnerable sections of our 
community such as older people those with disabilities etc. 

Strathclyde Dark 

Given that we have a fantastic resource on our doorstep in terms of the park the 
group wondered if any thought had been given to  the further development of the 
park in terms of amenities or other facets that would boost usage of the park and 
add value to  the experience of visiting the park. Suggestions made to  date have 
included widening the path to accommodate cyclists and walkers more benches 
and some food or van concession during the summer months. 

We are conscious that as a key site for the forthcoming Commonwealth Games the 
park and i t s  amenities will have a higher profile. 

Forum Activities 

The Forum has been involved in a number of activities recently these include, our 
accessing funds from the NHS Locality Fund to part sponsor the Congolese families 
event organised by CL&D at the Pat Cullinin Centre. The evening was well 
supported over 120 attended, and there was a feast of music, dance and food for all 
of the participants. 

The Forum are also supporting, in partnership with the communit learning 
partnership, an over 50 event in the civic in Motherwell on the 28 of November. 
Our chair will be giving an address and we are hopeful that it will be a successful as 
previous years. This event is  also benefitting from a financial input of €1500 from 
our Locality fund. 
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