
Motherwell Community Forum - Report to Local Area 
Partnership December 2009 

The Forum has met twice since our last report to the LAP, once in October and 
again in November 2009. This report will cover the main issues of note arising 
from these meetings. 

1. Participatory Budgeting - Enhancing Community Safety in Forgewood 

The October meeting approved Forum participation on a steering group to  
drive forward the implementation of a “Participatory Budget “pilot scheme 
in the Forgewood area. 

The Chair has met with the Regeneration Manager and Community Officer 
for initial discussions around how best the Forum can support this initiative. 

NLC has committed approximately f30K to the pilot scheme and has made 
an application for match funding to  the Scottish Government. We wait to  
hear the outcome of this application and look forward to working in 
partnership with the Council in seeing this initiative delivered. 

2. Community Engagement 

a. Local Area Partnership 

There was an extensive discussion auout the LAP. There is considerable 
frustration and disappointment among members about the current 
structure of the LAP. The perception within the Forum is that the LAP is 
not fulfilling the purpose for which it was created, specifically:- 

* There is no room for constructive debate on the many issues 
affecting the Motherwell area 

And i t  does not yet fully reflect the strategic aims of the North 
Lanarkshire Partners hip. 



b. Community Involvement , 

The Forum were advised that events were coming up in November and 
December aimed a t  addressing these issues and while NLC had strong 
structures for community engagement, more needs to be done to  

realise the potential of the structure. The hope is that the planned 
events would help in this process. 

Sadly, since the last  meeting we have been advised that the events have 
been cancelled due to  the poor number of registrations from partner 
agencies. This does not bode well for future local partnership 
develop men t. 

c. Town Centre Regeneration - Imagine Motherwell 

The Forum noted that a report to the NLP Board contained an item that 
our Town Centre sub committee were engaged with Regeneration 
Services and the Planning Dept in developing a Vision for the town 
centre. The Forum is concerned that the report, while factually 
accurate, could be misread as “A Good News Story”. 

We wish it noted that since the meeting of interested parties, facilitated 
by lronside Farrar in June 2009 there has been no further meaningful 
development/discussion as promised by NLC Planning Department. And 
perhaps more importantly, we are concerned that the continued 
procrastination signals reluctance to  meaningfully engage with the 
community on this issue. 

3. Community Matters 

a. Muirhouse 

Representatives of the Muirhouse area raised issues relating to  concerns 
pertaining to the housing development in their area, particularly the 
SUDS scheme created by the developers, other environmental issues, 
and placement of safety barriers on Muirhouse Ave/Excelsior St. This 
matter was referred to  the LAT for investigation and appropriate action. 
We are pleased to recognise that immediate action by the Regeneration 



Manager resulted in a start being made to  address the concerns of the 
Muirhouse community. We will continue to monitor progress. 

b. Scotia Street - A good example of partnership working a t  its best 

A resident in North Motherwell, having exhausted all other avenues, 
contacted the Forum for our help to resolve an issue relating to a matter 
of Community Safety near their home. 

The problem related to a build up of wood and other combustible 
materials on ground close to their home. Similar incidents had occurred 
in previous years and had resulted in this material been set alight. The 
resident was concerned that unless prompt action was taken to remove 
the material a similar outcome was likely. 

Given the seriousness of the issue, the Forum reported the matter to  the 
LAP by way of the Community Engagement Officer. We understand the 
Regeneration acted quickly to  try and resolve the matter. Regrettably, 
before the rubbish could be moved it was set alight, resulting in 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue and the police service being called to deal 
with this incident. The considerable residue of the fire was not removed 
and was spread out on to the pavement. 

While we commend the Regeneration Manager for his efforts in trying 
to resolve matters quickly we feel this incident and the distress caused 
to the residents concerned could easily have been avoided . 

Other issues currently under discussion are:- 

The Common Housing Register 

Allocations policy 

Alcohol abuse and 

Caretaker services in Towers 



4. Health and Community Engagement 

An Asian women’s group concentrating on health and wellbeing has 
accepted membership of the Forum. 

As reported a t  an earlier LAP the Forum is part of a short term working 
group which is allocating f 50,000 for Healthy Lifestyle Projects. I am 
pleased to report that 20 projects in the Motherwell and District area have 
had funding approved 

These include projects providing Food Hygiene courses, Healthy Diet, 
services for those suffering from short term mental health illness, breakfast 
and nurture clubs, alternative fitness activities, evening sports activities, 
Projects tackling parenting skills and children’s behaviour. 

All projects will be delivered in various partnerships with NHS Lanarkshire, 
Community Learning and Development Strathclyde Fire and Rescue and 
Strathclyde Police. All projects will be subject to an evaluation when 
com pl eted . 
The Forum Participated in the HMI inspection of CLAD 

Felix Mulholland 

MCF December 2009 


