
Motherwell Community Forum 

Report to the LAP 

April 2011 

The Forum has met twice since the last LAP and will meet again a t  the end of March after 
this report has been written. 

The March meeting will include a presentation by the Regeneration Manager on the 
proposed LAP reconstruction. However the majority of this meeting will be given over to our 
work plan for the next year. The Forum will be working with the Health Improvement Senior 
and the Community Engagement Officer to formulate an appropriate action plan which is 
achievable within the limited human and financial resources available to us. 

Events 

Alcohol Consumption Consultation - Saturday Sth February 

This event had an innovative and imaginative programme which was well received by those 
attending 

The Quality of the Guest speakers could not have been higher. Our thanks are extended to 
al l  of them with a special mention for Motherwell Youth Voice for their contribution 

Considering the importance of the consequences of alcohol misuse in our community, is was 
disappointing that no elected member was able to attend 

A feedback from the event is included as an appendix to this report 

Photographic Competition - February- March 

This competition to  promote positive thinking in relation to Mental Health has now closed. 
The Judging panel will meet on the 28th March to choose the individual winners from each 
age category. The schools competition will continue for a few more weeks 

Joint Governance Event -Tuesday 15th February 

At  the invitation of NLC and NHSL, representatives of the Forum attended this meeting 
which was meant to look a t  joint governance arrangements and to consider how best to 
involve those requiring support and services from Social Work Services and Health in 
measuring outcomes. 

This event in itself was important to statutory bodies and voluntary sector organisations 
providing services but had limited value to the Forum members attending. 



Getting Engaged PPF event - 18th February 

This event was promoted jointly with South Lanarkshire PPF and North Lanarkshire PPF 
Reference group, principally to examine ways to further promote the involvement of the 
public in the health agenda and to consider options for promoting the role of PPF’s to the 
general public. 

The event was well attended and an action plan is being created to implement the 
recommendations of the day 

Motherwell Community Forum has been an active member of the PPF Reference Group for 
some years. The Reference Group has been influential in ensuring patient and public 
involvement in all aspects of Primary and Acute health care. 

MCF supported NL Disability Forum in their consultation event on proposed changes to 
disability benefits. The event was so well attended that people had to be turned away. 

Community Matters 

Muirhouse & Flemington 

A number of local issues raised by residents and Community groups were directed to the 
LAT for action/comment where appropriate. Residents and community representatives 
minute their thanks to the Regeneration Manager and the CEO for escalating and resolving 
the majority of these quickly and to the satisfaction of the community. 

A Few issues around traffic management and concerns about anti social behaviour continue 
and will be monitored and specific points raised when necessary. 

Forgewood - Woodville Rise 

Members may have noted an article which appeared in a recent edition of the Motherwell 
Times drawing attention to issues around the management of Private Rented Stock, 
apparent abuses of the Housing Support Allowance and the need for adequate and properly 
funded factoring services. 

Urgent action is needed to look a t  al l  aspects of the management and future sustainability 
of this area. 

The Railway bridge linking Muir Street and High Road and Ladywell Rd 

Local residents, several community groups and users of the bridge, contacted the Forum to 
voice concern over the poor condition of the bridge. Cllr Ross is aware of the situation and 
indeed has been championing action to see the bridge brought up to an acceptable 
standard. We understand that the issue has been passed to the Head of Transport to deal 
with. We eagerly await news of any developments as the current situation is worrying. 



Car Parking 

There is a broad recognition that something had to be done to deal with car parking around 
the town centre. In particular the issue raised about commuters taking up spaces nearest 
the town centre resonated with those trying to access shops and services in the centre of 
town. The Forum recognises that this was always going to be difficult to deal with to 
everyones satisfaction. The Forum has no desire to see key workers penalised by the 
imposing of fees in the area and also assumes that the charges will not apply a t  weekends 
and that revenue raised will be reinvested to provide better facilities for car users. 

Roads and Gritting etc 

The Forum welcomes the report from Audit Scotland into Scotland's Road Network and the 
decision by the Scottish Government to act  on i t s  recommendations. We eagerly await the 
outcome of this review which is expected in a few months 

In the meantime the Forum is unhappy that the specific questions raised a t  the last LAP 
meeting in regard to the severe winter conditions and i t s  effect on the community remain 
largely unanswered. 

One of the questions which is unanswered related to the composition of the saIt/aggregate 
mix used during this time. Members cannot have failed to notice that many weeks later the 
red deposits still remain on roads and pavements and have not washed away. No doubt 
when there is sufficient rain the aggregate still around will block the drains causing another 
problem. What is the solution? 

MCF AGM 

Members are asked to note that the Forum AGM will take place on 26'h May 

A cordial invitation is extended to all LAP members. 

F. Mulholland 

Motherwell Community Forum 



Feedback from MCF Alcohol Consultation Event 
Saturday 5‘h February 

Solutions for the alcohol problems in our community. 

Providing up to date youth clubs; providing internet cafes etc for youth 
Providing education in schools and large workplaces on the misuse of 
alcohol and the help available. 
Would be good to see more youth resources (free) also more 
education in schools and through the media for example, television and 
press. 
Stop sale of alcohol in supermarkets after 6 or 7pm 
Heavier fines to salesmen who serve under-age children 
Price-up alcohol and no 2 for 1 offers 
Education for parents 
Alcohol packaging to carry health warnings and spelling out penalties 
and consequences for over consumption 
Awareness for young people of the other consequences of alcoholism 
for example, employment problems and debt 
Ban the sale of alcohol 24 hours before an old firm football clash 
Should drinks companies pay more towards the 3.5 billion costs of 
alcohol in our community? 
Single cross party strategy for future of tackling Scotland’s perceived 
drink’s culture 
Restriction of alcohol promotion and advertising 
Radical overhaul of Scotland’s licensing laws 
Real life examples shown to kids of how choices affect lives and 
futures - like a train of choices leads to this i.e. negative - 
homelessness, no clothes, no car, no ‘bird’ etc. Bat also the train of 
choices that leads to positive - good choices lead to car, good 
girlfriend, house, holidays etc. 
Tougher sentencing where drink is determined as cause of violence 
and/or anti-social behaviour 
All councils and local partnerships to create a coherent, co-ordinated 
properly resourced plan to deliver improvements in alcohol statistics 
tackling drinks culture at all levels of our communities. 

There was one that I could not make out. 


